
July/August 2017 

Capital Campaign 24-hour 
Prayer Vigil  

Starting Saturday August 26, 10:00 am 
 

Prayer is a personal activity expressed in a 
variety for forms: reading, singing, dancing, 
drawing, coloring, listening to music, quiet 
reflection, etc.  
 

Prior to our Capital Campaign Commitment 
Sunday on August 27, we are seeking families, 
couples, individuals and groups to come to 
our lovely Chapel to ask for God’s guidance 
and assistance in bringing success to our 
Rejoice & Renew Campaign for one hour 
starting at 10:00 am on Saturday August 26 
and through the night until 8:00 am the 
morning of Sunday August 27.    
 

On Sunday from 8:30-9:30 am, let us fill the 
Chapel with faith-filled reflective prayer, and 
a Sunday School classroom for more active 
praying. A Prayer Guide for Adults and a 
Prayer Guide for Young People will be 
available. 
 

Please call the church (440.247.6490) to  
sign up. If you would like more information, 
contact Lou Butz (440.423.4693) or Peggie Jo 
Shinagawa (440.543.5974). 
 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known 
to God. Philippians 4:6 
 

Back to School Supplies for St. Paul’s  
 

Federated will be collecting back to school supplies for the 
families at St. Paul’s Community Church. All kinds of supplies are 
needed—notebooks, lined paper, pens, pencils, rulers, colored 
pencils, markers, crayons, binders, and folders.  Backpacks would 
be greatly appreciated as well. Our donations really help these 
children get off to a great start when school starts in mid-August, 
and helps stretch the budget for their parents.   
 

Please drop off supplies in the Lobby 
near the St. Paul’s food cart by 
Sunday, August 6. Thanks in advance 
for your generosity  and support. If you 
have questions, contact Lynne Kessell 
at lynnekessell@hotmail.com. 

Christmas in July:  
We Have Come To Bear the Light of Christ 

 

Because Federated Church has its own Christmas Eve tradition of donating 
its offering to a worthy cause, we will receive the UCC’s Christmas Fund 
Offering on Sunday, July 23. 
 

For 114 years, the “Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the 
Emergency Fund” has been a ministry of compassion and care to those who 
have served our church. Many pastors after having served in a low income 
area with a minimal salary and little or no benefits enter retirement with 
very limited resources. The UCC’s Christmas Fund is that “5 for 5” special 
offering that helps a growing number of low income retired clergy and their 
widowed spouses. It provides emergency assistance, supplements pension 
and health care premium payments, as well as Christmas time gift checks 
for those retired clergy and lay persons in need. 
 

Your gift to the Christmas Fund is your expression of 
gratitude for those who have served the church and 
will certainly brighten the lives of those who are 
facing a moment of personal need. Please support 
this ministry of compassion and care and consider a 
generous contribution to Federated’s Christmas in 
July appeal for the Christmas Fund.   
 

- The Mission and Service Commission 
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Mission & Service 
Friends of Nicaragua Ministry Team Update  

 
  
Funds raised by our second Wine for Water event have helped purchase fabric and paints for new products from Stitching 
Hope. Thank you, Federated, for all you have done, are doing and will do in the future. 
 

Federated trips for varied interest groups, with service opportunity, remain on the agenda at least annually and more often 
as needed. If you feel called to find your place in this mission or travel to Chacraseca, please send a note of interest to Jim 
Squire, jsquire710@gmail.com or Diane Tuuri, dianectuuri@gmail.com.  
 

Many opportunities are available including music, art, dance, health, home building, model farm, as well as product design, 
training and support of Stitching Hope. As partners, even when we cannot be there, letters of support to our friends are 
appreciated. The breadth of ways to become involved exists because we are partners with JustHope and the power of 
working together!  Jim is currently in Nicaragua and will provide an update on his return. 
 

More on Stitching Hope:  
 

This women’s sewing enterprise in Chacraseca, Nicaragua was established with support from 
Federated’s 2011 Christmas Eve offering. 
 

Martine Scheuermann convened a small group of experts and previous participants to review the 
Stitching Hope project and process and to identify opportunities and challenges. With gratitude 
the group acknowledged the work of Bob Doxey as the original business coordinator as he retires, 
after more than eight trips to Nicaragua. Brenda Grauer, the teacher/founder of Stitching Hope 
continues her work at Ghost Ranch in New Mexico but remains involved on a limited basis as the 
women’s enterprise develops new product lines. There is lots of opportunity for Federated to 
continue in engaging and supporting this fledgling business. 
 

Leslie Penrose, Executive Director of JustHope sends the following news: The 
women of Stitching Hope were busy all of January making uniforms for schools in 
Chacraseca. They were able to meet about half the needs with good quality work 
and hope to do more next year. They had to lower their price to compete with 
the sweatshops of Managua, but the local leaders want to buy from them. The 
women have now have some training in silk screening so are able to do simple 
silk screening, putting school logos on gym clothes and making fun aprons. They 
have created beautiful painted t-shirts and identified screen print designs that 
will make them very marketable. Partners will be working with them all season to 
design T-shirts for various groups, plus general T-shirts that can be sold to groups 
of tourists in the nearby town of Leon. Right now they have a very effective 
partnership going with a local screen printer who is giving them a great price -- 
just $1 per shirt for one color prints. They are also wanting to try and learn to do 
this themselves.  
 

Stitching Hope workers are exploring new fair trade products that might sell in 
the US that do not involve the challenges of size and style. These might include 
home goods such as tablecloths, runners, placemats, napkins and aprons. Making 
connections with outlets and tourist sites within Nicaragua as well as making sure 
partners are able to purchase some goods at semi annual-sales in Chagrin Falls 
are planned. Steady work means steady income, so that is an ongoing challenge. 
 

Your ideas are welcome! Please contact Jim, Diane or Martine if you would like to 
receive ongoing updates.  
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From the Desk of Hamilton 
Dear Friends, 

On a recent Saturday afternoon, I joined members of JOY, our junior high 
youth group, and their families as a contingent of them began their annual 
trek to Colorado.  As Colorado Kids, they will climb in the Rockies.  They will 
bond with each other.  And we hope they will deepen their connection to 
God as they hike and explore and share time with each other. 

One of the many dimensions of Federated for which I am enormously 
grateful is the abundant generosity that characterizes this church.  The 
support, both spiritual and financial, for this trip is palpable.  Many people 
have contributed to the journey these youth are making.  And the same is 
true for the Work Camp week the senior youth from GROUP will soon 
undertake.  From many corners of the church, people spring up to offer both 
moral and financial support.  And the youth who take these journeys are 
enriched and graced. 

When I think about our Rejoice and Renew capital campaign, I think about 
such ministries of Federated.  Our capital campaign leadership team has 
given us an exciting and remarkable start to our campaign, with $1 million 
pledged by the Campaign Kickoff Event on June 4.  And that’s just the 
beginning.  With the enthusiastic (remember, “enthusiasm” means literally 
“filled with God”) leadership of the campaign cabinet, you are invited to join 
the excitement and to ponder and pray about how you will make your 
commitment. 

And the reason to give is the fullness of the marvelous ministries alive and 
thriving here at Federated.  Sure, we’re raising money for a roof, heating and 
air conditioning systems, and a spruced up organ.  And that’s really 
important.  But it’s only important because those features of the church 
serve to support and sustain ministries that make a difference both to church 
members, and also to members of the wider community who are graced by 
our presence here in the Chagrin Valley.  A roof makes it possible for us to 
house youth groups and primetime@fed events, a knitting circle that sews 
blankets for newborns and ministries to those who are sick and grieving.  
Adequate heating and air conditioning systems make it possible for us to 
provide Bible studies and a vibrant social justice ministry.  A revamped organ 
makes it possible for us to sing glory to God and to support musicians who fill 
our lives with the joy of praise and music. 

Rejoice and Renew is, at its heart, an opportunity for us to deepen our 
passion for God, and to rededicate ourselves to our God-given mission of 
spreading justice and mercy and peace. 

So when you’re asked to give, I invite you to remember the fantastic mission 
God has for us here at Federated.  And I invite you to 
give sacrificially and joyfully.  What a radiant blessing! 

Yours in Christ, 

 
 

Hamilton 

     Christmas in July...…..…...…...…….…..….….....1 
Capital Campaign 24-hour Prayer Vigil  ......... 1 
Back to School Supplies for St. Paul’s  ........... 1 
Mission & Service  ......................................... 2 
From the Desk of Hamilton ........................... 3 
Worship Services  ......................................... 3 
Church Council News .................................... 4 
2017 Lay Leaders .......................................... 4 
Federated Updates ....................................... 5 
Special Thanks ............................................. 6 
Faith Formation  ........................................... 6 
Federated Happenings  ................................. 7 

IN THIS ISSUE 

WORSHIP SERVICES  
 
 

Sunday, July 2—Communion 
Rev. Mark Simone preaches 
  10   am    Family Worship and Sunday School 
  Music by Nancy Isham & Kate Breen 

 
Sunday, July 9 
Rev. Kate Walsh preaches  
  10   am    Family Worship and Sunday School 
      Music by Ted Rodenborn 
 
Sunday, July 16 
Rev. Susi Kawolics preaches  
  10   am    Family Worship and Sunday School 
      Music by Pickup Choir 
 
Sunday, July 23 
Led by Rev. Mark Simone & Work Camp Kids 
UCC Christmas in July Offering Collected 
  10   am    Family Worship and Sunday School 
      Music by Jenna Stein 
   

Sunday, July 30 
Rev. Susi. Kawolics preaches 
  10   am    Family Worship and Sunday School 
      Music by Ben Bunsold (guest tenor) 
   

Sunday, August 6—Communion 
Rev. Mark Simone preaches 
  10   am    Family Worship and Sunday School 
      Music by Keith Mast 
   

Sunday, August 13 
Rev. Susi Kawolics preaches 
  10   am    Family Worship and Sunday School 
      Music by Elise Leitzel 
   

Sunday, August 20 
Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton preaches 
  10   am    Family Worship and Sunday School 
      Music by Brenna Sincaglia 
   

Sunday, August 27 
Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton preaches 
Capital Campaign Commitment Sunday 
  10   am    Family Worship and Sunday School 
      Music by Fed Four (Carl Jenks, Bruce Gigax,      
      Ann Lentz, Elizabeth Spencer) 
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2017 Lay Leaders 
 

Church Council 
Sunny Doxey, Ken Horner, Rob Goble, Robin  

Harbage (Moderator), Ann Lentz, Elaine Witmer, 
Becky Gruss, Maren Koepf, Ward Pierson,  

Erinn Grube, Shawn Rockhold 
 

Commissions 
Congregational Care 

Jane Biggar (co-chair), Bonnie Goldston (co-chair), 
Ann-Marie Heston, Carol Kelly, Jan Mast,   

Alexandra Ziots, Karen Zoltowicz, Judy Maloni, 
(1) opening 

Mission & Service  
Sharen Bakke (co-chair), Heather Harris (co-chair), 

Linda Zelazny, Judy Lineweaver, Linnea Rostek,  
Lynne Kessell, Leslie Fincun, Gay Quintin,  

Don Hoke 
Spiritual Formation  
Cassie Moran, Gary Sherck, 

Barbara Patton, Mary Senechal,  
Holly Northcraft Spann (chair), Stacy Cianciolo, 

Doug Harlan, Cathy Digel, (1) opening 
Telling Our Story  

Katie Swanson-Harbage (co-chair), Tom Meyer, 
Bob Munson (co-chair), Mary Ann Leonard, Diana 

Weber-Gardner, (4) openings 
Worship & Music  

Cindy Hollister, Kiko Weinroth, Nancy Isham,  
Sally Ramsey, Gary Dole, Toni Harris,  

Nancie Skonezny, Curtis Grube, (1) opening 
 

Elected Committees 
Finance 

Marty Eble (chair), Brady Hively, Steve Patton 
Human Resources  

Cherie Friedman, Jim Young, (1) opening 
Legacy  

Peter Franz, Bill Gaskin, Paul Neidhardt,  
Roger Pettibone (chair), Alex Taylor 

Membership  
Megan Campbell (chair), Rose Brown, Kate Walsh, 

(1) opening 
Nominating & Leadership 

Jason Watson, Peggie Jo Shinagawa (chair),  
Chris Bednar 
Properties  

Paul Koepf, Keith Mast, Bill Lentz 
 

Appointed Committee 
Stewardship Committee 

Eric Goodman, Mike Quintin, (1) opening 
 

Western Reserve Assoc. Delegates 
Susan Lampson, Jim Ogle, Kate Walsh 
Ohio Conference Delegates 

Susan Lampson, Kate Walsh 

Church Council News 
Council welcomed Shawn Rockhold as the new councilor for Worship and 
Music Commission. I never cease to be inspired by the many wonderful 
Federated people who volunteer to do God’s work. 

We took a moment to celebrate the Rejoice and Renew Kick-off Sunday and 
the fact that the campaign leadership has already secured $1 million in lead 
gifts! That received a resounding, “Amen!” Now that we’ve celebrated, it is 
time to get back to work and raise the rest of the campaign goal. Thanks to 
all who have and will work hard to touch and involve every member of 
Federated in this exciting work. The goal of speaking with every member of 
our faith community is itself a valuable goal. The energy among us is 
palpable. 

Erinn Grube for Spiritual Formation Commission and Ken Horner for Telling 
Our Story Commission reported on the faithful work these two 
commissions have carried out to set a purposeful structure for discernment 
regarding our Open and Affirming (ONA) statement. As an aside, I share the 
following definition of discernment (in Christian contexts) - “perception in 
the absence of judgment with a view to obtaining spiritual direction and 
understanding.”  

A cross-functional task force of representatives from all five commissions 
will meet to further develop ideas for study and discussion, and to involve 
more of the congregation. You will see many more opportunities for Bible 
study, guest speakers, faith witnesses, workshops and discussion groups 
that will allow all of us to deepen our understanding of ONA and how God is 
calling Federated to boldly and openly welcome and embrace all people, 
especially those marginalized groups that have been commonly shunned by 
society and the Christian Church. 

We received highlights of reports from several commissions and 
committees including the launch of our search for a new Director of Music, 
finalizing plans for parking during the Chagrin Falls Intermediate School 
construction, lease of the FLC during weekdays this summer to the YMCA 
for a day camp, development of a new website that will be unveiled soon, 
and a report on our finances, which remain sound. 

The next Church Council meeting will be Wednesday, July 12. We remain 
God’s servants and always welcome your questions and input. 

Robin Harbage 
Moderator 
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Federated Updates 
SPIRE Deadline 

 

For inclusion in the Sepember 
2017 SPIRE, send your article to 
communications@fedchurch.org 
by Tuesday, August 15. Thanks! 

Village Parking Share Starts Soon!  
 

Federated is taking part in the Chagrin Falls Village 
Parking consortium. We see this as a show of good faith 
within the community, at a time when we know we will 
have our own parking needs in the near future.  
 

Ten (10) parking spaces, in the Federated parking lot, 
nearest the shopping plaza will be painted with green 
stripes. Those spaces are reserved for Village permit 
holders Monday – Saturday from 8:00 am – 8:00 pm. 
During those times, church members, volunteers, and 
staff, and anyone attending an event, will park in spaces 
with yellow stripes.  
 

On Sundays, and for other large events such as memorial 
services, those spaces will be reserved for church use and 
not permit holders. The church will make special 
arrangements with the Village for those events and 
temporary signage will be posted accordingly. 
 

The permit holders are employees of local businesses, who 
have purchased a permit through the Village. Federated 
will receive a portion of the revenue from the sale of the 
permits.  
 

For questions, please contact Amy Eugene at 
aeugene@fedchurch.org or 440.247.6490 ext. 145 

Parking Group Formed to Explore Options 
During School Construction  

 

With the passage of the School Levy this past May, demolition 
and construction on the Intermediate School property will 
begin this August and continue for an extended period. During 
this period, there will be no parking available on the school 
grounds. This will create a parking 
challenge for us on Sunday mornings. 
 
The Properties Committee has formed 
a Parking Group to locate alternate 
parking for Federated use during the 
construction period. Information will 
be furnished to the congregation as it 
becomes available. 
 
Contact Bob Doxey with questions or ideas for Sunday morning 
parking options at bdoxey11@roadrunner.com.  

Building Closure 
 

Federated Church and the Family Life 
Center will be closed July 3-4 in 
celebration of Independence Day.  

God is Still Speaking:  
Federated is Still Listening 

  

Listening and interpreting God’s call in response to 
contemporary contexts and issues is no small task; and 
Federated eagerly accepts the challenge. It’s what we’re all 
about.  
  

Our church leadership seeks to engage further discernment 
around how God is explicitly calling us to fully embrace and 
live out our Open and Affirming (ONA) commitment through 
messaging, awareness, missions, study, and ministries. To be 
clear: this discernment is intended to move beyond a debate 
about whether to display the rainbow flag. The flag remains a 
bold expression of the inclusive values, advocacy and 
welcome that Federated has always promoted. Rather, we 
are aligning the work of the church to create echoes of who 
we are as a church while actively watching and listening for 
ways the Holy Spirit continues to move in us, through us, and 
beyond us.  
  

Indeed, God is speaking in our midst, and we all join together 
to develop ears to hear with collective wisdom and love.  
 

The Federated Church Moderator Team 
Robin Harbage, Moderator 
Maren Koepf, Vice Moderator 
Ann Lentz, Past Moderator 
Hamilton Coe Throckmorton, Senior Pastor 
Amy Eugene, Senior Director of Operations 

Don’t Forget! 
 

Our Children’s Ministries are 
collecting coins for Rejoice & 
Renew! Visit our Collection 

Contraption in the stairwell and 
drop in coins from the second 
story to Make a Joyful Noise! 



Page 6  The SPIRE 

440.247.6490 THE FEDERATED CHURCH ý    www.fedchurch.org 

Faith Formation 
Men’s Discussion Group  

Thursdays, 8:30—10:00 am  
Bell St., Lounge 

 

We share in Christian community, creating fellowship, and 
getting to know each other. We meet weekly all year to 
read and hear the Gospel lectionary verse for the coming 
Sunday. We each find our own inspiration to share. 

Special Thanks 
Please send our congratulations on a memorable and moving musical service Sunday. My guests from Bangladesh, Brazil, 
and Uganda all enjoyed it very much. Additionally I was proud that they read about our Open and Affirming hospitality… 
they commented on the words in the bulletin, and also asked about the flag. Very 
impressive to the two Muslims. Sending our prayers to all who had the vision, who 
worked hard to make it happen, and those who can share the experience with others. 
 

God bless,  
Linda Robertson 

Kerygma Course:  
Your Bible! The Study Begins 

To be Offered in the Fall 
 

Since 1977, The Kerygma Program of Bible study has been 
used by a wide variety of denominational groups to 
increase biblical knowledge & understanding, enhance 
personal spiritual growth and deepen appreciation for 
worship.   
 

WHAT: “Your Bible! The Study Begins” is an introduction to 
the Bible that paves the way for future study and deeper 
understanding.  
 

WHO: Individuals who want to understand 
• How the Bible came to be 
• What the Old and New Testaments are about,  
· How to study the Bible and consider its place in our 

lives. 

 

WHEN: There will be seven sessions and each will last 1 ½ 
hours. The day and time will be determined based upon the 
availability of most participants. Call the church at 
440.247.6490 by August 1 to indicate all the proposed days 
and times you attend. By August 7, you will be informed of 
the location, day and time of the course, and requested to 
register for the course and agree to purchase the Resource 
Book.   
   
MATERIAL: A Bible 
and Kerygma’s 
Resource Book: $12; 
Large Print: $15  
 

The course is being 
offered by the Spiritual Formation Commission and will be 
led by Peggie Jo Shinagawa. You can contact her with 
questions at 440.543.5974.  

A Gathering of Women: Seasons of 
Sacred Living—SUMMER! 
Wednesday, August 2  |  7:00 pm  

Fellowship Hall 
 
Come and be surrounded by God’s love through the 
company of women! Within each season of 2017 we are 
creating an evening of sacred space for women of all ages 
to simply and significantly share stories, explore prayer 
practices, and become refreshed by God’s spirit speaking 
in and through each one gathered. 
 

On August 2, our theme will be Joy-filled Rejuvenation: 
Connecting to Balance and Abundance. Summer is a time 
of playfulness and celebration. Rejoice in God’s abundant 
outpouring (“My cup overflows”) and benchmark your 
balances between giving & receiving, doing & being, and 
inner and outer renewal. 
 

Give yourself the gift of joining into 
circles of shared life, hopes, prayers, 
and support. Join Mary Senechal, 
certified spiritual director, Polly 
Manke, holistic health coach, and 
Maren Koepf, educator, as we 
reclaim the joy, abundance, and 
balance of summer's offering. 
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Federated Happenings 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
Monday, July 31  |  2:00—7:00 pm   

Bell St., Fellowship Hall 
 

Donors can sign up for a scheduled time with the Red Cross by going 
to: www.redcrossblood.org. The event 
is listed under the date and Federated 
Church. Or, you can stop by when you 
have free time and be a walk-in donor!  
 

Sign up with a friend – what a 
wonderful way to introduce Federated 
to them! All blood types are in demand. 
 

To volunteer your help with the canteen the day of the blood drive 
or for any other questions, please contact Carole Mason at 
440.338.3573 or at wfmason36@gmail.com. Thank you!  

Search for Director of Music Ministries 
 
We are moving along with our search for a new music director. A search committee will field 
applications and schedule interviews/tryouts for this summer with a goal of hiring by September. 
Help us spread the word! The job description is below. Interested applicants can please forward 
cover letter, resume or CV to Search Committee c/o Amy Eugene at aeugene@fedchurch.org.  
 
The Director of Music Ministries is an integral part of worship planning and execution, oversees 
the music of the church for all services and conducts two of the church choirs. The Director is also 
responsible for management of the music ministry budget, recruiting new members to the music 
ministry of the church, and regular attendance at staff meetings. 

Primary Job Responsibilities: 
Execute a vision for a comprehensive music ministry with high 

standards for spiritual commitment and musical 
excellence. 

Conduct two adult choirs; includes weekly rehearsals and 
separate Sunday services for each Plan and conduct 
combined choirs for special services and special music 
programs; may include paid or volunteer instrumentalists. 

Oversee other music staff, including organist, bell choir 
director, and children’s choir director. 

Work effectively with pastors and other staff to plan and lead 
rich and vibrant worship experiences and congregational 
gatherings. 

Manage music ministry budget, calendar, music library, shared 
rehearsal spaces, and music ministry communications. 

Oversee maintenance and care of church’s musical 
instruments. 

Secures copyrights as needed for all music usage. 
Other duties as assigned  
 
 
 

Education and Experience: 
Bachelor’s or higher degree in music with at least 5 years’ 

experience in choral conducting and music program 
planning and leadership. 

 
Skills and Desired Qualities: 

Spiritual leader 
Energetic, creative and collaborative leadership style 
Strong organizational, interpersonal and communication skills 
High standards and expectations 
Positive rehearsal presence/inspirational 
Knowledge of choral/vocal techniques and choral repertoire, 

including sacred, classical and modern 
Excellent “ear” for choral sound/work 
Knowledge of church music 
Knowledge and appreciation of diverse music styles, periods 

and traditions 
Experience with larger, collaborative projects 
Willingness to get involved in the local community for purposes 

of expanding the music ministry and mission of the church 
Image and presence that reflects positively on the church 

Pilates Class 
 

Instructor:  Joanne Dissauer 
Wednesdays in July  

10:00—11:00 am in the Lounge 
 

Pilates promotes the mind-body 
connect. It strengthens the body 
and often calms and directs the spirit. 
 

For questions/registration contact Joanne 
Dissauer at dissauerjoanne@gmail.com or 
216.556.4904. 
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