
2017 Annual Report and  
Congregational Meeting 

 
 

February 11, 2018 

 

 

76 Bell St. Chagrin Falls Ohio 44022 
440.247.6490 | www.fedchurch.org 



- 2 - 

 

An Open Letter to the Federated Family 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME! This was the theme of 2017 for me. Whether you enjoyed our inspirational services, 
were a Colorado Kid, participated in Primetime, traveled to Nicaragua or St. Paul’s to share your gifts, 
performed in a choir, provided dedicated service as a staff member, shared a meal at Wondrous 
Wednesday, volunteered on a commission or committee, served with the Stephen or Angel Ministries, 
helped with Trinkets and Treasures, engaged in a Bible or book study, or sought spiritual growth and 
community through any of a hundred other touchpoints for both congregants and visitors, Federated 
Church welcomed you and all people throughout 2017. We lived our Open and Affirming values in symbols 
and in actions throughout the year. 

Yes, Federated as a community of faith accomplished so much together this past year. I was humbled by 
the tremendous support of all the volunteers and congregants who stepped up to raise over $2.9 million for 
the Rejoice & Renew Capital Campaign to restore our facilities and provide a place and space for worship 
and for all the wonderful ministries. Work is already being coordinated based on priorities set by Church 
Council, with marvelous coordination by Amy Eugene, Senior Director of Operations, the Properties 
Committee and Worship and Music Commission. 

Now that we have the funding to repair and update our beautiful facilities, Church Council has turned 
attention to the critical question of what we should do to fully utilize these assets. A Properties Feasibility 
Task Force was formed to solicit input and ideas from all stakeholders in Federated. This work will continue 
in 2018 with the intent of developing plans to fully utilize our resources to expand the mission of Federated 
Church in the Chagrin Valley community. 

One of the great expansions of Federated Church’s ministries in 2017, which truly displays our values, is the 
Social Justice Advocacy Ministry (SJAM). This wonderful ministry has encouraged study and demonstrated 
our concerns to the wider community. The energy and enthusiasm of leaders and participants in SJAM is 
palpable. The spirit of Federated is alive and we are expanding in Christ’s love and ministry. 

This, to me, was the overriding goal and accomplishment of Church Council, to enable and encourage all of 
the ministries and activities which demonstrate our core values and welcome all congregants and visitors to 
explore their faith journeys in an Open and Affirming faith community. We did this collectively, and all of 
you participated in this journey in your own unique manner. 

 

Together in Christ’s Love, 
Robin Harbage 
Moderator of Church Council 
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Annual Meeting 
of 

The Federated Church 
United Church of Christ 
Sunday, February 11, 2018 

Bell Street Chapel 
 

Opening Prayer 
Call to Order 

Approval: Minutes of the 2016 Annual Meeting (February 12, 2017 ) and 

 Special Meeting of the Congregation (May 7, 2017)  
Year in Review & Vision for the Future 

Approval: Constitutional Amendment 

Report from Nominating and Leadership Committee   
Approval: Election of Lay Leaders 

Financial Annual Report 

Approval: 2018 Budget 
The Federated Legacy Report 

Properties Report on Capital Improvements 

Mission and Service Commission Report   
Comments and Questions from the Congregation 

Closing Remarks and Prayer 

Adjournment 

A
genda 
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A Message from the Church Moderator 

 
Change is a constant. We said goodbye to old friends and staff, and welcomed Amy Eugene, Joshua Konow, 
and Jessica Paradise to our staff in 2017.  
 

Church Council worked closely with the Chagrin Falls Exempted Village School District (CFEVSD) regarding 
leasing the Family Life Center (FLC) during the Chagrin Falls Intermediate School construction. This required 
significant effort seeking approval from the Bainbridge Township Zoning Appeals Commission. While not 
ultimately successful in renting the FLC to Chagrin Falls for classrooms, we’ve since rented the FLC gym to the 
CFEVSD for basketball and again leased the FLC to the YMCA for a Youth Summer Camp. 
 

In May, a Congregational Meeting was held to vote on three capital projects: for repair of the roof at 76 Bell, 
required updates of the heating, ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC) at both 76 Bell and the FLC, and 
needed maintenance for the organ, including a replacement of the console with one that can both play the 
pipes and an electronic organ. 
 

The approval of these capital projects cleared the way for establishment of the Rejoice & Renew Capital 
Campaign and the hiring of Walsh and Associates to assist us. This capital campaign placed Federated on 
more solid financial ground by including money to fund deferred major maintenance for the near term and 
seed money to launch a Christian preschool. Led by a dedicated team of volunteers and assisted by Laura 
Taylor temporarily on staff as the campaign assistant, the capital campaign raised an astonishing $2.9+ 
million. 
 

Church Council participated in a retreat in November, where we addressed WHY Federated exists and thrives, 
instead of merely focusing on the HOW. Three overriding themes emerged defining our desire to seek, serve, 
and connect. Together we are on a faith journey in which we continually seek God’s will for us. The Federated 
community serves in partnership and compassion through mission and outreach. Thirdly, our church family 
actively makes connections and strengthens bonds. The leadership of Federated will apply these three 
defining themes to guide our decisions and goals for 2018. We affirmed our dedication to spiritual formation 
through mission and as advocates for civil justice. Federated provides a supportive home for this growth 
together. 
 

Throughout 2017, Church Council encouraged discernment and welcomed dialogue within the congregation 
regarding how to update the symbols of our Open and Affirming (ONA) welcome. After lengthy discussion, 
Church Council unanimously approved a motion to “replace the permanency of the rainbow flag with a flag of 
the Christian Church, displaying our ONA commitment, place ONA symbols on each of the primary entry 
doors at Bell Street and the FLC, and allow additional flags to be flown in accordance with our flag policy.” 
Implementation of this change will begin in 2018 by flying the United Church of Christ (UCC) flag, displaying a 
rainbow-colored banner with the words “God is still speaking,” and placing rainbow comma decals on entry 
doors of 76 Bell and the FLC. Other flags will be flown in addition to the UCC flag to support special 
celebrations such as the Pan-African flag for Black History Month in February and the rainbow flag for LGBT 
Pride Month in June. We hope this expands the message of promoting civil rights and proclaims we are a 
congregation who warmly welcomes everyone in our community whether represented in the majority or of a 
marginalized group. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Robin Harbage, 
Moderator of Church Council 
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 A Message from the Senior Pastor, Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton 
 

A little more than 500 years ago, on October 31, 1517, a German Roman Catholic named Martin Luther posted 95 
theses on the church door in Wittenberg. As his disagreements with the church mounted, Luther finally found it 
necessary to articulate what he saw as the heart of the Christian faith.  

In the fall of 2017, as we launched a new program year here at Federated, our worship services focused on the 
most prominent themes of that Protestant Reformation. That series reminded me again of the heart of our 
faith. Luther proclaimed, with Jesus and the apostle Paul before him, that the core of life is the grace and love 
we have received from God. The scriptures, the sacraments, all of our life together properly is rooted in and lives 
out of God’s undying affection and love for each of us, and indeed for the whole creation. 

I mention this at the outset of my report as a reminder that this is what we’re about at Federated, as well. 
Everything I say and do—in preaching, in pastoral care, in staff and Council leadership—is an attempt to embody 
that love and to convey it both in the church and in the larger world. Everything I hope for in the church is an 
outgrowth of the grace that is at the heart of the universe. 

The grace and love we seek to live out of and convey is central in this world in which so many people have left 
the church. You may well know, but it bears repeating, that the declines we see in membership and attendance 
here at Federated are but a reflection of a culture-wide reduction in the visibility and importance of the church. I 
remind us of this, because I still occasionally hear people ask some variation of the question, “What’s wrong with 
Federated?” There’s nothing wrong with Federated! We’re part of a larger culture in which many people are 
making other priorities. 

Of course Federated has its limits. Every church does. But look at the gifts that are here! They echo throughout 
the Chagrin Valley and beyond! We offer ourselves to impoverished citizens in the immediate vicinity, in 
Cleveland, and further afield. I was struck, for example, by the response that came to our challenge to assemble 
30 emergency relief buckets this past fall during hurricane season. What came in were 46 buckets, each one 
worth about $75. What a generous response! Church members and friends respond with such generosity to 
needs at Chagrin Falls Park, at St. Paul’s Community Church, at the Homeless Stand Down, and in so many 
other places. At every age, from youth to elder, Federated people share of their abundance. 

One of the highlights of the year was the remarkable capital campaign we conducted. Having identified a 
number of capital needs, including a new roof, new heating and air-conditioning units, and a new organ, church 
leadership identified priorities and established a goal of $2.2 million for the 
campaign. What came in in pledges was far more than that—over $2.9 
million, in fact. That is remarkable generosity, a huge gift from this 
congregation! 

At least as important as the financial success of the campaign, though, was 
the involvement of so many church people in ensuring the success of the 
campaign. We saw commitment and passion and love for the church being 
exhibited in so many ways. Our leadership team of Kristi and Ken Horner, 
Robin Harbage, and David Telfer carried out their work with extraordinary 
commitment and grace. And you responded with wonderful generosity! 

One of the challenges that emerged from last year’s annual meeting was the 
widely-expressed need to address the question of what symbols we display 
outside the church. There has been an understandable desire, on the part of 
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  some, and indeed from different points of view, to resolve the question quickly. What we were reminded of 
this year was that discernment often moves at its own pace, resisting the pressures we put on it to yield 
immediate direction. There is something inherently messy about big questions, a messiness that resists quick 
and easy answers. My sense is that church leadership has listened carefully, to church members and friends, 
and to God, and has continued to seek wisdom and guidance. We should be proud of our congregational 
leadership for their careful discernment, proud of a measured and respectful process, and proud of 
Federated’s commitment to social justice. 

Not a day goes by that I am not grateful for the marvelous staff we have here at Federated. From every angle, 
we have gifted and committed staff who give their all to embody the love of God in their own particular field. 
This year we have been extremely blessed by the addition of our new Senior Director of Operations, Amy 
Eugene, who began just a year ago, and who has been an extraordinarily gifted and dedicated leader. She is 
both a superb colleague and a remarkably devoted guardian of best policies and practices. We are blessed, as 
well, by the addition of our new Director of Music Ministries, Joshua Konow. Joshua has proved himself to be 
an extremely able conductor, a committed colleague, and a leader of all things music related. Finally, we are 
enriched by the gifts and the presence of Jessica Paradise as our new Business Administration Assistant. What 
a blessing these three are to an already superb staff. 

I never cease to be amazed, as well, by the remarkable lay leaders we have in so many positions. Just to 
mention one, I am extraordinarily grateful for the leadership this year of our moderator, Robin Harbage. Not 
only was Robin instrumental in the success of our Rejoice and Renew Capital Campaign, but he leads with 
vision and foresight and a deft attention to details.  

Thanks be to God for the riches of Federated, and for the grace that comes to life here! 

Yours in Christ,  
Hamilton Throckmorton 
Senior Pastor 
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A Message from the Associate Pastor, Rev. Susi Kawolics 
 

It seems that the longer I am here with you, the more my work here expands into areas I had never 
imagined. Although my position is Associate Pastor of Worship and Faith Formation, I find that quite a bit of 
my time is spent supporting ministries and ministry teams that stem from passionate people in the 
congregation. This is always exciting for me, as I never know quite where it will lead. But it’s heartening and 
wonderful to witness lay people coming forward and taking ownership of programs they want to make 
happen. 

In my role as Associate Pastor of Worship Planning, I so appreciate the collaboration of fellow staff members 
Hamilton and Joshua. We work hard to provide meaningful worship services, and have had a number of 
sermon series preached this year. During Epiphany we focused on the sacraments and sacramental rites, 
during Lent on the Twelve Steps, in the fall we did a series on the “Solas” of the Reformation, and in Advent 
focused on the Psalms. The wonderful people on the Worship and Music Commission and I coordinate the 
myriad of volunteers who usher, greet, run PowerPoint, sing, play, lead worship, take care of the worship 
spaces, prepare communion elements, etc. There is so much that goes on behind the scenes to make 
worship happen, and we could not do it without so many people giving of their time and talents. This year 
we implemented the SignUpGenius for ushers and greeters, communion servers and PowerPoint people. It 
makes it easy for people to sign up online – simply go to fedchurch.org/worshipsupport/. We can always use 
more help and are happy to train anyone who is willing to volunteer! 

In my role as Associate Pastor of Faith Formation, I have coordinated and/or supported a number of studies. 
Our One Book  One Community Lenten study was Richard Rohr’s Breathing Underwater. During Advent we 
offered another book study on James Howell’s Why This Jubilee? These were open to the whole 
congregation. As a Stephen Leader, I am involved in offering training to Stephen Ministers. We have a new 
class of six excellent trainees who started this fall. We look forward to their commissioning in the spring, and 
being able to offer Stephen Ministry caring to more people. 

Some ministries that have sprung from people in the congregation that I was able to support were the 
Wings of Song women’s singing that took place during the season of Lent. Julie Hoffman did a beautiful job 
putting together meaningful evenings of song for those who enjoy singing together as women. 

And finally, one of my greatest joys is the way our Social Justice Advocacy Ministry (SJAM) Team has taken 
root, and has flourished. We began in December of 2016 with our first meeting, at the behest of a few 
people who asked if I would help start such a ministry team. The passion and hard work of this team is 
amazing. Barry Stees coordinated the “White Privilege” book study in which about 
50 people from the congregation participated. SJAM began a monthly movie 
series which yields great education and discussion. We organized and held a vigil 
to stop gun violence, and we have plans for more activities in this coming year. 
Anyone who is interested in joining us, please contact me. 

The work of ministry here for me is meaningful, fulfilling and joyous. I am excited 
to see where the spirit will lead us in this new year. Thank you for sharing the 
journey with me. 

In Christ’s Peace,  
Rev. Susi Kawolics  
Associate Pastor of Worship Planning & Faith Formation 
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Congregational Care Commission (CCC)  
 

The Congregational Care Commission promotes an expanded ministry of fellowship for Federated parishioners.  
Through its many Ministry Teams, CCC provides not only fellowship opportunities but also compassion, personal 
visitation, and service to the needs of the Congregation both during challenging times such as illness, recovery 
and bereavement and during happy times such as weddings and new babies. 

During 2017, to support its primary mission of encouraging friendship and fellowship, the Congregational 
Care Commission continued its program of having congregants bring treats to enjoy during fellowship hours 
after services each Sunday. This fellowship time not only encourages church attendance, but also entices 
parishioners to stay after services to connect with others and learn about upcoming events and missions of 
Federated. It is a great way to greet and welcome visitors. 

Over the summer in conjunction with the Cleveland Clinic, the CCC brought the Daniel Plan to Federated. 
About 70 Federated parishioners participated in the six-week program. The Daniel Plan is a groundbreaking 
lifestyle program founded on Biblical principles to equip participants to live life more abundantly as God 
intended. Five essentials cover the body, mind and soul connection: faith, food, fitness, focus and friends.  

In addition to the Daniel Plan program, the commission provided numerous ancillary activities to enhance 
this program and provide more opportunities for fellowship. Heinen’s (in Bainbridge) was engaged to provide 
helpful information, tours of the store to provide tips on health foods, and a special dinner event with a 
cooking demonstration on the preparation of Daniel Plan foods. Meditation and exercise events plus a 
healthful cooking demonstration were hosted by Federated members. Participants enjoyed a summer 
solstice picnic and also a celebratory potluck picnic at the conclusion of the program. 

In joyful preparation for the holy season, "Advent by Candlelight" brought together almost 75 women for 
music, a scriptural passage, prayers and readings on the theme of “peace.” Guests entered the Family Life 
Center with tables elegantly decorated with lanterns, buffet tables laden with savory and sweet foods, and 
beautiful Christmas music melting away worldly cares. A highlight of the evening was an audiovisual 
presentation of Maya Angelou’s “Amazing Peace: A Christmas Poem.” 

Congregational Care Commission Ministry Teams provided fellowship on a more personal level. The beloved 
Angel Ministry Teams served as a blessing to those in need by providing rides to appointments and church 
events, bringing communion and meals to the confined and meals to families with newborns, delivering 
bright bouquets made from altar flowers, and writing notes of comfort to those on the Sunday prayer lists. 
This included 41 angel visits to those confined at home and in nursing facilities, more than 80 visits to provide 
the sacrament of communion to those unable to come to church, 483 bouquets delivered to those in need of 
cheer, and hundreds of notes sent to those on the prayer lists.  

The Memorial Ministry Teams provided much-appreciated baked goods and hosts for 34 memorial services. 
The Wedding Ministry Team joyously assisted families during rehearsals and provided hosts for the services 
at five weddings held at Federated during the year. The Parish Nurse Ministry regularly performed blood 
pressure testing at monthly Primetime luncheons.  

Congregational Care was excited to launch a new ministry in 2017 - the Mahjong Group - which has become 
very popular through its lively Friday mahjong sessions open to all, both novice and experienced players.  

In addition to getting together sometimes just for good old-fashioned food, fellowship and fun, the 
combined Mary-Martha & Tapestry Circles, operating as part of Women's Fellowship Ministry, spearheaded 
many service projects including the following: making gifts for the St. Paul's Christmas sale, making Easter 
baskets for happy children at St. Paul's and at Chagrin Falls Park, collecting toiletries to help the St. Paul's 
parish nurse, donating items for the "Soup for the Soul" program at St. Paul's, assembling pillows for those 
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suffering from cancer, and making "TLC" blankets to soothe those with memory problems. The Women's 
Fellowship Ministry met all together for an annual luncheon and service project meeting. 

Additional ongoing ministries and activities of CCC included the following: 

Prayer and Praise Ministry - members provided special prayers for individuals. 

Sit and Stitch Community - members made lap robes for the ill or shut-in and baby blankets given as gifts of 
the church at baptisms. 

Stephen Ministry - Stephen Ministers, after training, provided comforting assistance to parishioners 
through one-on-one visits. 

Comma Mommas Ministry - this ministry provided support for parents of members of the LGBTQ 
community. 

Koinonia Ministries - these ministries provided fellowship activities around specific interests including, for 
example, a group that gathers for plant-based potluck luncheons and a group that enjoys restaurant and 
other outings. 

Reiki Clinic - participants met for physical and emotional healing through Reiki techniques. 

Same Boat Friends and Same Boat Girlfriends - these two fellowship groups, one for widowers and another 
for widows, met for monthly restaurant outings. 

The Congregational Care Commission was also pleased to lend its help with Rally Day festivities and the 
"Search for the Christ Child" Christmas interactive journey. 

 

Submitted by Bonnie Borman Goldston, Congregational Care Commission Co-chair 

 
Mission and Service Commission (M&SC) 

 

The Mission and Service Commission fosters and oversees a mission and benevolence program and budget, giving 
special consideration to the programs of the United Church of Christ. We also assess opportunities for mission, 
partnership and service at local, national, and international levels and propose action for giving and/or service. 
The Commission provides opportunities for individuals and Ministry Teams to serve the larger community and 
educates the Congregation concerning social and political issues morally relevant to Christians. [From the Church 
Constitution.] 

The Mission and Service Commission realizes our commitment to our mission partners and to the wider 
church through our UCC 5 for 5 offerings. Annual stewardship pledges were down by 5% for 2017. By using 
funds from the sale of the two church vans, reducing our giving by 3% and augmenting that with M&SC 
special funds, we were able to match the 2016 budget. We continue to give thanks to our generous 
congregation, which gives countless hours, advice, time and money to help others. Jesus’ work is being done 
here every day, and you see it so clearly when you are blessed to be on this commission.  

This year was highlighted by a desire to get back in control by standardizing routine processes. 

When the vans were sold we lost the ability to transport donations for St. Paul’s Thrift Shop. The decision 
was made to purchase a trailer that could be pulled by a volunteer’s truck. The purchase was made 
using funds from the Trinkets and Treasures Rummage Sale proceeds. The Mission and Service 
Commission will cover the licensing and maintenance costs. This allows Federated to make trips 
whenever necessary. 
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The commission applied for and received a $3,000 grant from the Deaconess Foundation that will be used 
to support Loaves and Fishes. This relieves the pressure of supporting the program with donations 
from the congregation. 

With the help of the Senior Director of Operations, all designated accounts were reviewed and 
consolidated or removed as necessary. 

A donation calendar was created, which indicates when donations are requested and by whom. 

All missions requiring funds are required to fill out a fundraising form that states the frequency of the 
activity, the types of activities planned, and if seed money is required. 

All fundraising activities are associated with a designated account. 

Federated continues to support our new and existing mission partners in many ways: 

Social Justice Advocacy Ministry (SJAM) has sponsored book studies, movie nights and fundraisers for 
their causes.  

St. Paul’s Community Church’s parish nurse program and “Soup for the Soul,” a twice a week occurrence. 
Members of the Mission and Service Commission (as well as other congregation members) have been 
working hand in hand to get much needed medical supplies and food donations for these programs. 
St. Paul’s continues to receive strong support for their other programs (school supplies collections, 
Thanksgiving Ingathering, Christmas gift drive, etc.) 

JustHope and Stitching Hope: A team from Federated traveled to Chacraseca in November and assisted 
the residents in the model farm and with the Stitching Hope projects.  

 The women of Stitching Hope are now using their skills to produce new products that are being sold 
in various parts of the United States. They are making school uniforms for the local students. 

Chagrin Falls Park: We are working tirelessly with Kenny Leonard, the new director of Chagrin Falls 
Community Park, to help bring him up to speed and to support his many objectives.  

Hunger and support funds: We continue to manage the Good Samaritan Fund (formerly Blue Envelope 
Fund), the Hunger Fund and Loaves & Fishes Fund (L&F pays for the monthly meals at St. Paul’s). 

Loaves and Fishes: K-Leigh and Jay Ericson have enthusiastically transitioned into the shoes of Jim and 
Linda Squire and their team who “retired” after several years of excellent leadership of Loaves and 
Fishes. With the support of many Federated members and friends, the Loaves and Fishes program is 
thriving. Those creating the meals and those receiving the meals are benefiting equally. We are 
grateful for their support. 

Finally, we selected Hiram Farm, an agricultural setting for adults with developmental disabilities, with 
emphasis on adults on the autism spectrum, for the 2017 Christmas Eve offering. The funds ($36,199.18) will 
be used to enlarge the main farm room to accommodate 19 more farmers. 

As always, we encourage our congregation members to come to the Mission & Service Commission with 
mission ideas that they feel called upon to explore and commit to. We have new members joining M&SC in 
March, and this always brings a renewed energy and spirit to carry on with the work Jesus asks of us.  

“And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.” - Hebrews 13:16 

 

Submitted by Sharen Bakke, Mission and Service Commission Co-chair 
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Spiritual Formation Commission (SFC) 
 

The Spiritual Formation Commission assists members of the congregation to grow in their Christian development, 
to enlarge and strengthen their Christian witness and to help them understand and participate in the whole work 
of the Church. The commission also initiates and supports programs and activities that foster the church’s ministry 
of spiritual growth and fellowship for adults, children, youth and families. [From the Church Constitution.] 
 

Spiritual Formation Commission sponsored/hosted the following in 2017: 
· Group Activity: brainstorming who we are, what do we want to do, developing a sense of order and 

direction in relation to our programming goals.  

· Book Study: Breathing Underwater (Lenten One Book One Community) - by Richard Rohr 

· Book Study: Why This Jubilee? - by James Howell 

· Deepening our inclusion of Family and Children’s Ministries into our commission work. 

· The Spiritual Formation Commission spent time developing a set of guiding questions in an effort to 
have commission programming be consistent with our church philosophy and Open and Affirming 
(ONA) commitment. All programing coming through SFC is now looked at through the same set of 
criteria which is provided in advance to any ministry teams. 

· Spiritual Formation participated in the call of discernment around the Open and Affirming stance this 
year. In May we hosted a well-attended kick-off event, designed to foster conversation around the 
ONA stance.  

 

Submitted by Erinn Grube, Spiritual Formation Commission Councilor 

 
Telling Our Story Commission (TOSC)  

 

The mission of the Telling Our Story Commission is to share our faith through effective and diverse communication 
strategies with our Federated family and with the wider community. The purposes of TOSC include 
communication, outreach and extravagant welcome. We continue to learn about and use resources available at 
the UCC national headquarters, both expertise and supplies. Telling Our Story works closely with Trisha Holland, 
Federated’s Marketing and Communication Specialist.  

At Church Council’s request, The Telling Our Story Commission (TOSC) worked closely with the Spiritual 
Formation Commission to find meaningful ways to convey The Federated Church’s commitment to its Open 
and Affirming (ONA) Statement through our welcome and by our actions. 

Both commissions affirmed the Federated ONA Statement as ratified by the church in 2009 and presented on 
our website. The subsequent actions and activities of TOSC during the year were meant to elicit awareness, 
advocacy and celebration of our uniquely broad ONA statement of welcome and embracement. 

We hosted our series of Wondrous Wednesdays which provide free dinners and interactive presentations on a 
wide variety of community service programs and educational outreach. This remains a well-attended monthly 
event with an average attendance of 60-70 people. Katie Swanson-Harbage is a maestro at setting the menus 
and sourcing the speakers for this signature TOSC activity. 

Our banner program was expanded with the reconstruction of a triangular frame allowing for the display of 
multiple messages readable by passers-by going east and west on Bell Street. A number of new banners were 
purchased which permits us to post fresh messages with some regularity. Tom Meyer proved to be a creative 
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wordsmith for many of our banner messages. 

The church website was completely rebuilt and made more reflective of this dynamic church. It is also mobile
-friendly and incorporates more of the social media technologies which make the website more interactive 
and user friendly, especially for younger people. Trisha Holland, Melinda Smith, Amy Eugene and Diana 
Gardner are to be especially thanked for their talents and time on this project. There were also a number of 
volunteers recruited from church membership to review much of the data. 

We worked with the Worship and Music Commission to promote our new music director, Joshua Konow; and, 
in community partnership with Chagrin Arts, again hosted this year’s Chautauqua in Chagrin Series,  
“America Today.” 

The Telling Our Story Commission has also taken over the Federated Art Gallery space from Mary Ann 
Boysen who beautifully curated it for 20 years! A schedule has been drawn up in partnership with the Valley 
Art Center, with Marty Culbertson from Federated Staff being the first featured artist. In addition, we 
continue to promote messaging within the church building through visitor welcome bags, postcards and 
promotional handouts for church events. We are fortunate to have Trisha Holland on staff to bring her artistic 
perspective as these marketing aids are developed. 

Finally, we have recommended to Church Council how beneficial it would be for our ministers, lay leadership, 
and staff to have an annual retreat for the purpose of planning the church year so that spiritual direction, 
programming, activities and promotion can be coordinated and properly scheduled on the calendar. We 
believe this will help maximize the many benefits this incredibly active church can provide its members and 
the community. 

 

Submitted by Katie Swanson-Harbage and Bob Munson, Telling Our Story Commission Co-chairs 

 
Worship and Music Commission (W&MC) 

 

The Worship and Music Commission works in cooperation and consultation with the Pastoral and Music staff, to 
glorify God and to coordinate and enhance the spiritual life of Federated Church through the conduct of public 
worship, the ministry of music, and the care of the Sanctuary and furnishings. We also prepare the elements and 
assist with the serving of Communion, make provisions for ushering, and provide for altar flowers and temporary 
decorations for regular and special worship services. [From the Church Constitution] 
 

We have had another busy year as the Worship and Music Commission. I think the highlight of the year was 
the hiring of Joshua Konow as the Director of Music Ministries. The W&MC did not do the hiring of Joshua, 
but Joshua does get to sit on our commission as a staff liaison, which I’m sure is a monthly highlight for him! 
His insight and knowledge is a huge asset to our commission. 

The largest, and at times overwhelming, task that we perform is finding weekly ushers and greeters for all of 
our services. I have made many announcements, and as you know, will resort to trickery and laying on a bit of 
guilt to get more of our amazing members to participate. It may come to my actually singing an 
announcement or two in order to get more people to sign up and NOBODY wants that! It is a wonderful, easy 
way to participate in our church service. You are even able to sit with your family during most of the service 
and are only asked to abandon them for a short time during the offertory section of the service. If you would 
like to sign up to serve, simply go to fedchurch.org/worshipsupport/ and click on the ‘usher’ link. There you 
will find our SignUpGenius where you simply create an account and enter the multiple services you would 
like. Grab some of your friends and give it a try! A special thank you goes to all of those who already serve. 
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We extend a special thank you to the crew that keeps the pews clean, and the prayer cards, Hospitality Books 
and pencils stocked. This is a job like the offensive linemen on a football team. They seldom get noticed until 
something goes wrong. Fortunately, nothing ever does! 

We also have the honor of serving communion alongside our pastoral team on the first Sunday of each month 
and during special services throughout the year. We piece the bread into manageable sizes and clean up after 
the 11:00 service. If you have an interest in helping us serve, feel free to ask Rev. Susi Kawolics or Gary Dole.  

You may have noticed the beautiful flowers on Rally Day, on the cross during Easter week, and the 
arrangements on World Communion Sunday. We are so blessed to have Cindy Hollister on our commission 
who puts such amazing arrangements together. 

We also set up the tree in the Narthex during the Christmas season where we placed the beautiful Chrismons 
for everyone to see up close. We hope you enjoyed the up close and personal approach. 

In an effort to accommodate our friends who use a wheelchair, we removed some pews from the Sanctuary 
and replaced them with shorter pews from the Chapel. This opened room toward the middle of the Sanctuary 
instead of the area in the back. Hopefully, this has helped members of our church family to feel included. 

We have an amazing organist/pianist in our church. You all know Marcia Snavely and we are hoping that 
everyone continues to enter worship in meditative silence during the organ prelude. Feel free to hang around 
quietly during the postlude as well. Few congregations have someone who can tickle the ivories like Marcia! 

Finally, we are very excited about the success of the Capital Campaign and the renovations that are coming to 
our Sanctuary. A new state-of-the-art organ, the modification of the Chancel area, new carpet and more!  

Thank you for giving our commission the opportunity to serve. 

 

Submitted by Gary Dole, Worship and Music Commission Chair 

 
 

Finance Committee  
 

The Finance Committee executed some important strategic activities in 2017 to improve the church finance 
operating structure including the hiring of Amy Eugene as the Senior Director of Operations, contracting with 
Interworks Group as external bookkeeper, implementing new review and approval procedures for non-
recurring large payments (including Capital Campaign payments), and most recently the hire of Jessica 
Paradise as part-time business administration assistant. The committee also reviewed the cash position of the 
church and secured low-risk, interest -earning deposit opportunities for church funds. Further improvements 
to processes and opportunities for cost containment are being pursued in 2018.   

The year finished with a surplus of $112,500. Working closely with Amy Eugene, Rob Goble, Treasurer, and 
Church Council, budget information for 2018 was assembled and presented to Church Council for their review.  
With Church Council’s approval and in recognition of the continued tight budget in 2018, the Committee will 
continue to complete a review of internal control and financial information in lieu of paying for an external 
review or audit. 

The committee consisted of returning members Marty Eble (former Chair), Brady Hively, and Steve Patton.  
Marty stepped down from the committee to pursue other opportunities and Becky Gruss was brought over to 
serve as Chair of the Finance Committee from her role as Administrative Councilor in July. 
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We thank Judy Kreger for her many years of excellent service supporting the finance operations as our 
external bookkeeper and wish her well in her new expanded opportunities. We also thank Marty Eble for his 
dedication and service on the committee as well as his mentorship to Amy in her transition to the Senior 
Director of Operations role. 

 

Submitted by Becky Gruss, Finance Committee Chair 

 
Membership Committee  

 

While the focus of the Membership Committee is the welcoming of new members through the Inquirers 
Classes, we have also been busy with many other activities.   

Eighteen new adult members joined the church during our spring and fall classes. These adults bring with 
them nine children. The Inquirer’s Classes were a time of faith-sharing and fellowship with the committee 
hosting and providing a welcome as well as food, beverages and snacks. In addition, the church offered 
childcare during the class meetings. Our new members shared a wide variety of their faith journeys which led 
them to Federated. Upon completing the new member survey, more than half mentioned the inclusive and 
community-minded focus of the church citing specifically the Open and Affirming (ONA) public stance and 
the focus on social justice. Other repeated reasons stated include the sermons, the music, the welcoming 
feeling and variety of programming offered for both adults and children. 

In June, long-time members were honored. Those who were physically unable to attend were sent a special 
card with an angel pin inside. The celebration coincided with the kick-off of the capital campaign, so cake was 
enjoyed for both occasions. 

Increasing Sunday attendance is the goal we hope to accomplish by reaching out to members who do not 
regularly attend. Two activities addressed this goal: At the beginning of the summer, a list of phone numbers 
was divided among the members, who then made calls. When contact was made, members were encouraged 
to attend by also making them feel needed by the church - if appropriate, they were asked if we could count 
on them to be an usher or greeter in the near future. The second activity was a postcard mailing which we sent 
in November. This postcard listing various Advent and Christmas events invited members to “Come home to 
Federated for the holidays.” Five hundred post cards were printed at no charge by John Gadd, owner of 
HotCards printing. More than 300 of these cards were sent to members who had attended three times or 
fewer since Easter. The remaining cards were placed in the hospitality books with a reminder from Hamilton 
for congregants to send or deliver them to a friend or neighbor.  With attendance checked, we are pleased to 
see that 95 of those who were sent cards attended one or more Sundays in December. I think that is a pretty 
good return on our effort! (Ten came for the first Sunday in January. That may be an even bigger indicator of 
renewed interest for those who fall into this category.)  

Another goal of the committee will be the reworking of the membership information booklet that is 
completed by incoming members. Melinda Smith will realign the checklist of reasons people are drawn to the 
church to include reasons that have previously not been listed. She will also delete any questions that are 
duplicated on the Gifts and Talents survey.   

Finally, we enjoyed the fellowship of the committee with support for each other, sharing of faith and 
celebration of milestones, specifically of former committee chair Megan Campbell’s new baby! As she leaves 
the group to focus on her family, we will miss her guidance.  

Submitted by Rose Brown and the Membership Committee 
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Nominating and Leadership Committee  
 

Our goal for 2017 was to continue to be in conversation with individuals to help them discern what brings joy to 
their hearts when serving the Lord. This year 11 of 15 individuals being elected at the Annual Meeting are 
renewing their commitment to serve our Lord and Federated Church. This consistency of leadership for the 
third year enables Federated to keep progressing. 

We continued the practice of orienting new lay leaders to Federated’s leadership team at our Spring 
Leadership Retreat on March 4. Experienced lay leaders joined the group and individuals voiced one aspect of 
how leadership at Federated was different from or the same as leadership elsewhere. The following is a 
summary: 

 

How Leadership at Federated DIFFERS from other roles of Leadership 

 

How Leadership at Federated is THE SAME as other roles of Leadership 
 
 
 
 

 

As you can see, there is great joy by serving our Lord though participation on Federated’s leadership team.  If 
you are curious about serving, please contact anyone on the N&L team. They have useful tools to assist you in 
discerning where you may be called to serve.  
 

I wish to thank the wonderful members of the Nominating and Leadership Committee: Chris Bednar, who left 
to serve on the Human Resource Committee, Jason Watson who retired, Maren Koepf, our Church Council 
representative, and our mid-term elected members: Dave Butz, Martine Scheuermann, and Don Sperry.   

 

Submitted by Peggie Jo Shinagawa, Nominating and Leadership Committee Chair 

 
 
 
 

· Able to pray in a group  
· Excited to be part of church work  
· There is a spiritual underpinning  
· Operating with same values  
· Wonderful fellowship  
· Learn more about what goes into making 

Federated successful  
· Less top-down and more listening and 

working together  
· Requires more patience because sometimes 

feels like we are not getting things done  
· Leadership is not bestowed upon an 

individual, but one volunteers to lead.  
· Generate ideas for fellowship activities and a 

focus of being inclusive  
· As a leader, I’m called to be a servant 
· Not here to earn a paycheck 

· “Where two or more are gathered, Christ is 
there.”  

· Personally tell the world what is going on  
· Your views/opinions are welcomed  
· Much respect and compassion  
· I’m the church, you are the church, we are the 

church  
· Define reality, say “thank you” 
· There is a richness being a servant  
· Willingness to forgive  
· A sense of “family”  
· Allows you to move into different groups as 

your area of interests change 
· A conduit between other groups  
· Don’t need to have an in-depth knowledge of 

people I am serving; I’m serving God and 
congregation  

· Following one’s passion 
· Listen to what people have to say 

· Successful companies have clear values, 
mission and vision 
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Youth Ministry Highlights from Mark Simone 
 

There is much to love about Youth Ministry. Marty Culbertson, our Director of Junior High 
Programming, and I often discuss the ways in which our kids teach us. We love watching them engage 
in the process of discovering, often for the first time, various aspects of life, faith and our world. This 
alone is reason enough to dedicate our lives to our Federated Church and Chagrin Valley teens. 

These discoveries are not all sunshine and butterflies. More and more we find the need to discuss the 
anxieties of life and the fears of the future that our youth encounter. Yet, God be praised, Federated 
provides the framework upon which our youth may question, investigate and experience living by faith 
in the Living God.  

There are plenty of the joyful discoveries as well. In 2017 a number of youth 
who said, “I could never talk about my faith to others” crossed that bridge 
and spoke up in GROUP or during Confirmation and Youth Sunday. We 
had kids discover the blessings of service while on our mission experiences 
and learn first-hand that service is a joy, not a labor. Over coffee I had quite 
a number of teens express concerns about family, school, expectations, 
sexuality and life as they learned personally that they encountered their 
own Goliaths. We sometimes forget that our youth are realizing things for 
the first time, and that can be confusing and scary. Remember your junior 
and senior days? Literally, no one ever says they want to go back there and 
do it again! 

In 2017 we saw strong and steady attendance in GROUP and in our various senior high ministries. Our 
average attendance was in the twenties weekly for our Sunday night meetings, with some evenings in 
the thirties. Our Going Deeper Bible Study was attended by an average of six to eight kids. To make 
Bible Study interesting and fun, we met in homes, coffee shops and at the church. Our Confirmation 
Class began with eleven kids and nine decided to join Federated. Thirty-five went with us on work camp 
in Maine and all three of the mission visits to St. Paul’s Loaves and Fishes were well-attended. It was a 
very meaningful year and we could see the teens developing in their walks with Jesus. 

With those good numbers, in this programming year we have seen the attendance at GROUP slip. This 
is a concern to me, and our senior high advisors and I are doing everything we can to encourage the kids 
to get back to GROUP. Other than church and family, where else will they find the spiritual care needed 
to bring them through the challenges of life? Plays, athletics, school, jobs, and even many friendships 
will not provide the support and care needed to negotiate the stormy and uncertain waters of 
adolescence. That is why continual spiritual formation and support is essential for today’s youth. Other 
things pass away, but God is never out of the picture. GROUP and JOY underline these bits of truth. 

Marty Culbertson shares, “Much of the JOY and the Jr. High Church School year are focused on opening up 
the world of faith to our 7th and 8th graders through hands-on experiences.  In Jr. High we do much in service 
to others. Sometimes small, sometimes big events centered on giving of ourselves to others.  Maybe we are 
collecting goods such as: “Sock-tober,” cans of soup for the “Soup”er Bowl or baked goods to raise funds for 
the Giving Tree shopping trip and many others. And then there are events where we reach out and connect 
with others; Loaves and Fishes is a great example. In Church School we have wonderful discussions on how we 
can live out what Christ calls us to do and often it circles back to one key theme. How can we serve others? It is 
amazing to see kids discover the gifts they have and how they are called to use those gifts to enrich the world 
around them.   
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“The culminating event each year is the Colorado Trip.  Kids and adults reaching new heights in faith by 
pushing themselves harder physically than ever before.  Opening their minds and hearts to the blessings of 
caring for one another to reach a common goal. Taking on someone else’s burden by sharing the load.  So 
many lives have been influenced, drastically changed, by the revelation of God’s call to take care of the people 
around them.  It is a blessing to watch!” 

Marty and I are continually blessed by the discoveries of faith among our youth. Their encounters are made 
possible when our Federated Church partners with parents to build the relationship between home and 
church. It is a blessing to see those interactions between church family, home family and the communities of 
the youth groups. The interweaving among these groups provide a safety net of love and faith for all of our 
teens. 

Thank you all for your part in making these ministries relevant and powerful. 

- Mark Simone, Associate Pastor of Family Ministries  

 

Family and Children’s Ministry Highlights 

2017 brought many exciting changes to our Family and Children’s Ministry department. We continue to strive 
to find the best ways to serve our Federated families. This 2017-2018 Sunday School year we switched 
curriculum to “Deep Blue Rotation Stations.” This curriculum allows children (K-6 grade) to experience the 
Bible stories through seven different stations including: art, drama, cooking, science, spiritual practices, 
missions, and games. With all these different ways of learning, all children can experience the Bible in 
meaningful ways that will encourage spiritual growth for a lifetime. This fall we also changed our Sunday 
School offerings so that we are able to provide a full 45 minutes of Sunday School programming for both 
services. This streamlined our programming making it easier on our families and newcomers. Our littlest 
members, Birth – Preschool, use “Wonder” curriculum which includes a weekly craft and simplified Bible video.  
The new year brought a whole new staff for the nursery team downstairs. We welcomed Lianna Davis, Alex 
Bell and Trisha Holland as our new staff childcare providers.    

In addition to our new curriculum, Children’s Ministries has made a renewed commitment to the missions of 
this church.  Installed in our stairway hall is our “Missions Collection Contraption.” This fun collection pail 
highlights a different mission every month and allows our children to be a part of taking care of all of God’s 
world, stressing the importance of looking outward and helping others in need.   

In February we held our annual communion classes with four children (5th grade and older) attending two 
evening classes and receiving their first communion on Youth Sunday. The youth were presented new Bibles 
on that special Sunday along with a celebration cake. It was another wonderful class led by Rev. Hamilton 
Thockmorton and Rev. Mark Simone and we are encouraged by their commitment to this church.   

Family Ministries is going strong with many events throughout the year. This year’s highlights included Minute 
to Win It, a night of fun, silly games for all ages that will be brought back by popular demand this coming year.  
April’s Easter event and egg hunt brought more than 70 attendees from the church and local community!  In 
October, we had a harvest event which included Halloween-themed games and activities, a potluck and face 
painting.   

Our capstone event of the year was the third annual Search for the Child Child— an interactive journey 
through the Christmas story. More than 50 volunteers baked, painted, hammered, ironed and steamed, 
greeted, or donned costumes to transform the Family Life Center into first-century Palestine. It was well-
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attended by both members of the church and area families. Visitors of the event described it as a moving and 
powerful experience.  

We continue to feel blessed by our Sunday School teachers and volunteers who have helped to shape our 
Family and Children’s Ministry departments, and make 2017 a successful year. We look forward to 2018 as a 
new year to serve and implement fun creative ideas to help our children learn about who God really is, and 
how much they are loved! 

- Kiersti Critchfield Co-Director of Children’s Ministries (B–6), and  
Emily Culp, Co-Director of Children’s Ministries (K–6) and Director of Family Ministries  

 

 

Primetime Ministry Highlights 

 

Our Primetime Committee was very busy in 2017. We went on 25 exciting trips, brought in ten speakers for 
our Federated Forum series, and served up nine luncheons that had some great entertainers. We have been 
getting some sponsors to help out with the cost of our luncheons. Mazzulo’s provides the food for our 
luncheons and we have been extremely happy with them.  

Our other activities like tai chi, bowling and bridge are all doing well. Our bus in still hanging in there and we 
are brainstorming for ideas for fundraisers to buy a new one someday.  

 - Dolly Herschel, Primetime Coordinator 

 

 

Rejoice and Renew Capital Campaign Highlights 

As you know, the aim of Federated’s Rejoice & Renew Campaign was to raise the funds needed to not only 
address our most pressing facility and property needs, but enable us to make additional enhancements to 
both properties, while also earmarking funds for future deferred major maintenance. To date, over 299 
member and friend households have made gift commitments totaling $2,907,691.44. Achieving this level of 
commitment has been very exciting for our church, as we have reached our “minimum goal” of $2.2 million 
and are well on our way to reaching our “challenge goal” of $3 million. This will enable us to, for instance, 
replace the roof on our Bell Street property, complete the transition to cost-efficient LED fixtures, refurbish 
and restore our Schantz organ in the Sanctuary, and install new wireless access points. Our campaign 
brochure, which details all of the projects to be performed now that our Rejoice & Renew Campaign 
“minimum goal” has been met, can be viewed online at fedchurch.org/rejoiceandrenew/.  

The process of conducting this campaign has been a rewarding experience for our church family in so many 
ways. The face-to-face meetings, as well as the phone-a-thons, gave our ninety (90) campaign volunteers the 
opportunity to reach out to our members, not only inviting them to commit financially, but also connecting 
with them personally. In addition, we conducted two well-attended creative giving seminars, sharing 
information about how our members can make donations to the church that are, at the same time, income-
beneficial. That experience has led us to consider conducting these seminars on a regular basis in the future.  
Also, we have expanded the ways in which members and friends can contribute – especially electronically.   
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A major emphasis of Rejoice & Renew was encouraging our entire congregation to support this endeavor 
through prayer, volunteer time and a financial commitment. It was a delight to see our church family wrapped 
around the spirit of the campaign (rejoice) and be motivated by it to increase (renew) their connection with 
Federated: 

· from the Youth & Children’s quilt decorating the Fellowship Hall wall and their “Coin Collection 
Contraption” to the faith witnesses and sermons, 

· from the creative endeavors of staff members to the music selections, both choral and congregational, 
during worship services, 

· from new visitors and community members making gift commitments to members being so moved by 
the “raised-to-date” announcements that they increased their pledge, 

· from honoring our past with some 1927 Campaign information on a church history bulletin board to 
conducting a 24-hour prayer vigil before Commitment Sunday, 

· from the congregation praying the Campaign Prayer each Sunday to members using their creative skills 
as fundraisers for the campaign, 

· from volunteers willing to step out of their comfort zone and speak to others about the campaign to 
volunteers willing to stuff envelopes and bake goodies for a campaign-sponsored event. 

Our church is blessed with such creative and inspiring people, including the Rejoice & Renew Campaign 
Leadership Team: Lou Butz, Stacy Cianciolo, Diana Gardner, Rob Goble, Robin Harbage, Katie Swanson-
Harbage, Ken Horner, Kristi Horner, Maren Koepf, Ann Lentz, Darlene Nichols, Steven Patton, Peggie Jo 
Shinagawa, David Telfer, and Hamilton Throckmorton.  They, together with their respective co-workers and 
committees, worked incredibly hard to be an efficient and effective team. But none of this could have been done 
without the leadership of Melanie Haddock, our Campaign Director from the Walsh & Associates church 
fundraising specialists. Their service allowed us to far surpass our Minimum fundraising goal while staying under 
budget in seven (7) months!  

 - Laura Taylor, Capital Campaign Assistant 

 

A special note of thanks is expressed for Laura Taylor, who provided the backbone and spirit as the Capital 
Campaign Assistant.  

- Robin Harbage, Moderator  
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Congregational Care Commission 
Jane Biggar (co-chair), Carole Halberg*, Carol Kelly, 

Bonnie Goldston (co-chair), Jan Mast, Ann-Marie Heston, 
Karen Zoltowicz, Alexandra Ziots, Judy Maloni* 

 

Mission & Service Commission 
Judy Lineweaver, Don Hoke, Sharen Bakke (co-chair), 

Heather Harris (co-chair), Linnea Rostek, Lynne Kessell, 
Gay Quintin, Leslie Fincun, Linda Zelazny 

 

Spiritual Formation Commission 
Cassie Moran, Mary Senechal, Barbara Patton, Doug 
Harlan, Kristin LeFeber*, Cathy Digel*, (3) openings 

 

Telling Our Story Commission 
Bob Munson (co-chair), Mary Ann Leonard, Tom Meyer, 

Katie Swanson-Harbage (co-chair), Diana Gardner, 
Harriett Rogers*, Todd Smith*, (2) openings 

 

Worship & Music Commission 
Cindy Hollister, Nancy Isham, Sally Ramsey, Gary Dole 

(chair), Toni Harris, Nancie Skonezny, Curtis Grube, Sibyl 
McBride*, (1) opening  

Finance Committee 
Steve Patton, Becky Gruss* (chair), Brady Hively 

 

Human Resources Committee 
Chris Bednar*, Cherie Friedman, Jim Young 

 

Legacy Committee 
Peter Franz, Bill Gaskin, Paul Neidhardt, Roger  

Pettibone (chair), Alex Taylor 
 

Membership Committee 
Kate Walsh, Rose Brown, (1) opening 

 

Nominating & Leadership Committee 
Dave Butz*, Martine Scheuermann*, Peggie Jo  

Shinagawa (chair), Don Sperry* 
 

Properties Committee 
Paul Koepf, Keith Mast, Bill Lentz 

Position Lay Leader Representative to 
Moderator Robin Harbage  
Vice Moderator    Maren Koepf Nominating and Leadership Committee 
Past Moderator Ann Lentz Membership Committee 
Clerk Jackie Hallack* 
Treasurer Rob Goble Finance Committee, Legacy Committee, Stewardship Committee  

Administrative Councilor  Doug Harlan* HR Committee, Properties Committee 
Councilor  Elaine Witmer Congregational Care 
Councilor  Sunny Doxey Mission & Service 
Councilor  Erinn Grube Spiritual Formation 
Councilor  Ken Horner Telling Our Story 
Councilor                 Shawn Rockhold* Worship & Music 

Recognition of Federated Church’s 2017 Lay Leadership 
Church Council  

Commissions 

Stewardship Committee  
Laura Taylor, Mike Quintin, (1) opening 

 
 

Western Reserve Association Delegates  
Susan Lampson, Jim Ogle, Kate Walsh 

 

Ohio Conference Delegates  
Susan Lampson, Kate Walsh 

 

 

Elected Committees 

*—New appointment/position since  
Annual Meeting held February 2017 

Appointed  Committee 

Appointed  Delegates 
There are a number of people who have ‘retired’  
from elected service during the past year or are  

doing so after the Annual Meeting. Federated Church  
wishes to thank them for their service. They are: 

 

Sharen Bakke (M&SC), Megan Campbell (MC), Doug Cantlay 
(MC), Marty Eble (FC), Cherie Friedman (HRC), Bill Gaskin (LC), 
Bonnie Goldston (CCC), Jackie Hallack (Council), Heather Harris 

(M&SC), Brady Hively (FC), Cindy Hollister (W&MC), Jennie 
Krutilla (CCC), Mary Ann Leonard (TOSC), Jan Mast (CCC), Tom 

Meyer (TOSC), Holly Northcraft Spann (SFC), Ward Pierson 
(Council), Mike Quintin (SC), Gary Sherck (SFC), Kiko Weinroth 

(W&MC), Jason Watson (N&LC) 
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Lay Leaders - Slate for 2018 
Church Council 
  Position          Candidate      Term 

Vice Moderator Beth Rutkowski* 2021 
Moderator Maren Koepf* 2020 
Past Moderator Robin Harbage* 2019 
Clerk Peggie Jo Shinagawa*  2021 
Treasurer Rob Goble  2019 

Congregational Care Commission 
Position Candidate    Term 

Commissioner Ann-Marie Heston     2019 
Commissioner Karen Zoltowicz      2019 
Commissioner Alexandra Ziots      2019 
Chair                   Jane Biggar      2020 
Commissioner Carol Kelly      2020 
Commissioner Judy Maloni      2020 
Commissioner Carole Halberg*  2021 
Commissioner Diane Tuuri*      2021 
Commissioner Judy Riemenschneider* 2021 

  Telling Our Story Commission 
 Position   Candidate            Term 

Commissioner Harriett Rogers   2019 
Commissioner Diana Weber-Gardner 2019 
Co-chair Bob Munson* 2019 
Commissioner Katie Swanson-Harbage 2019 
Co-chair Todd Smith  2020 
Commissioner Pete Bednar* 2020 
Commissioner OPEN 2020 
Commissioner Laura Taylor* 2021 
Commissioner OPEN       2021 

Spiritual Formation Commission 
 Position Candidate              Term 

Commissioner Barbara Patton            2019 
Commissioner Stacy Cianciolo*             2019 
Commissioner Dorothy Quintin*          2019 
Commissioner Cassie Moran            2020 
Commissioner Kristin LeFeber             2020 
Commissioner Cathy Digel            2020 
Commissioner Sunny Doxey*            2021 
Commissioner Thea Mozingo*            2021 
Chair  Mary Senechal*              2021 

Worship & Music Commission 
Position Candidate Term 

Commissioner Sally Ramsey 2019 
Chair  Gary Dole 2019 
Commissioner Toni Harris 2019 
Commissioner Nancie Skonezny  2020 
Commissioner Curtis Grube 2020 
Commissioner Sibyl McBride  2020 
Commissioner Nancy Isham* 2021 
Commissioner Dave Strauch* 2021 
Commissioner OPEN  2021 

Mission & Service Commission 
Position Candidate          Term 

Commissioner Lynne Kessell      2019 
Commissioner Linnea Rostek      2019 
Commissioner Gay Quintin      2019 
Commissioner Leslie Fincun      2020 
Co-chair Linda Zelazny      2020 
Commissioner Judy Lineweaver      2020 
Commissioner Don Hoke*      2021 
Commissioner Jim Meyer*      2021 
Co-chair David Telfer*      2021 

Church Council Councilors 
Mission & Service          Dan Kershner* 2021 
Telling Our Story Ken Horner 2020 
Administrative  Doug Harlan 2021 
Spiritual Formation Erinn Grube 2019 
Congregational Care    Elaine Witmer 2020 
Worship & Music Shawn Rockhold 2020 

COMMISSIONS 

Ohio Conference 
Position           Candidate          

Delegate             Kate Walsh              
Delegate             Susan Lampson     

Western Reserve Association 
Position           Candidate         

Delegate             Kate Walsh             
Delegate             Susan Lampson    
Delegate             Jim Ogle         

APPOINTED DELEGATES 

Finance Committee 
Position Candidate Term 

Chair  Becky Gruss 2019 
Member OPEN 2020 
Member Steve Patton*  2021 

Human Resource Committee 
Position Candidate Term 

Member Jim Young 2019 
Member Chris Bednar 2020 
Member Bill Franz* 2021 

Legacy Committee 
Position   Candidate  Term 

Member     Paul Neidhardt 2019 
Chair        Roger Pettibone 2019 
Member     Peter Franz  2020 
Member     Alex Taylor  2020 
Member     Ralph Hegsted* 2021 

Membership Committee 
Position Candidate Term 

Member Kate Walsh 2019 
Member Rose Brown 2020 
Member Ann Lentz* 2021 

Nominating & Leadership Committee 
Position            Candidate        Term  

Member  Martine Scheuermann  2019 
Member Dave Butz*   2019 
Member Phil Fogarty* 2021 

Properties Committee 
Position Candidate Term 

Convener Paul Koepf 2019 
Member Keith Mast 2020 
Member Bill Lentz* 2021 
 

ELECTED COMMITTEES 

Stewardship Committee 
Position         Candidate          Term 
 

TO BE APPOINTED 

APPOINTED COMMITTEE 

“TERM” —Year indicates last year of service for this term. 
* —New elected appointment/position/term. 
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We are grateful for those who have made a 2018 financial commitment      
“God loves it when the  

   to God’s work being done within and through Federated Church.    
   giver delights in the giving” 

Bob Abley  
Marnie Albers  
Don Anderson  
Jane Badal  
Jack & Nancy Baker  
Mary Lou Baker  
Ken & Sharen Bakke  
George & Lynn Bamberger  
Bob & Cindy Barclay  
Jeanette Barclay  
Bruce & Becky Bartter  
Audrey Bashian  
Bob & Mimi Bathgate  
William & Gayle Bauer  
David & Katie Becker  
Pete & Chris Bednar  
Leesa Belcher  
Dottie Berlincourt  
Janet Berlincourt  
George & Jen Beros  
John & Marilee Biel  
Bill & Jane Biggar  
Barry & Kathie Biggin  
Rich & Martha Bistritz  
Jan Blank  
Brad & Becky Borden  
Mary Ann Boysen  
Bill & Lauren Brandon  
Lisa Braun  
Jim & Barbie Breitenbach  
Sue Brooks  
Don Brown  
Ken Brown  
Peter & Rose Brown  
Will & Kristin Brown  
Steve & Sharon Broz  
Rick & Judith Bryan  
Brendan & Lisa Buescher  
Ann Bullen  
Peter Bullen & Shari Knowlton  
Don Burck  
Anne Burr  
Scott & Nancy Burroughs  
Bob & Norma Burrows  
Heidi Busch  
Joan Butler  
Dave & Lou Butz  
Paul & Debbie Caimi  
Connie Caldwell  

Keith & Megan Campbell  
Mark & Suzanne Carle  
Mike & Ruth Carlton  
Dave & Nancy Carpenter  
Mike & Jill Carroll  
Becky Carter  
Bill & Judie Caster  
Doug & Barb Church  
Matt & Stacy Cianciolo  
Perry & Jenny Clark  
George & Ruth Clemens  
John & Elizabeth Click  
Dorn Cobbledick  
Joe Coney, Jr.  
Rita Coney  
Marge Cook  
Mark Corrado  
Keith & Irene Cowan  
Linda Creviston  
Adele Cunningham  
Jim & Carolyn  
 Cunningham, Jr  
John & Kelly Curtiss  
Ruth Daniels  
Susan Daniels  
Margaret Davidson  
Greg & Laura Davis  
Mark & Kathleen Davis  
Tom & Jane Davis  
Olney & Gail Dekker  
Barbara Dellinger  
Jon & Cindy Denney  
Dave & Judy Devore  
Dan & Jan DeWeese  
Dave & Jill Dietz  
Tina DiFranco  
Leigh & Cathy Digel  
Ginny Dix  
Mary Dixon  
Gary & Dawn Dole  
Mike & Cheryl Dolohanty  
Terry & Shirley Donley  
Bob & Sunny Doxey  
Ruth Eberlein-Kershner  
John Eberly  
Marty & Jane Eble  
Roger & Brenda Ehle  
John & Joan Elliott  
Charles & Kelly Emmerich  

Dale & Jean Endle  
Barb Erdelack 
Jay & K-Leigh Ericson  
Paul Evans  
Saundra Evans  
Herk & Kris Exline  
Bob & Alma Faroo  
Nelson & Nancy Fenner  
Leslie Fincun  
John & Cathy Fitzgerald  
Phil & Sally Fogarty  
Bill & Carol Foley  
Casey Forbes & Signe 
 Wrolstad-Forbes  
Lou & Marjorie Fow  
Dick & Pat Fox  
Bill & Kathy Franz  
Pete & Molly Franz  
Dave & Chris Frazier  
John & Lee Ann Frederick  
Alan & Lori Frey  
Peg Fullmer  
Randall Fusco  
John Gadd  
Tim & Diana Gardner  
Bill & Ann Gaskin  
Richard & Kaaren Gates  
Bruce & Trina Gigax  
John & Sue Giles  
Steve & Cindy Girouard  
Rob Goble  
Peter & Karen 
 Godenschwager  
Richard & Pam Goetsch  
Dave & Bonnie Goldston  
Eric & Jill Goodman  
Glenn & Judy Goodrich  
Scott & Julie Gordon  
Joyce Gorretta  
Emilie Gottsegen  
Ginger Gratzl  
Don & Brenda Grauer  
Mary Griffith  
Anne Griffiths  
Darlene Griffiths  
Don & Carol Grubb  
Curtis & Erinn Grube  
Tom & Claudia Gruen  
Bill & Becky Gruss  

Dave & Marcy Gurd  
Leon & Joy Haddix  
Rick & Becky Hall  
Jackie Hallack  
Marlene Hallack  
Scott & Jody Halley  
Robin Harbage & Katie 
 Swanson-Harbage 
Kathy Hardesty  
Doug Harlan  
Bob & Toni Harris  
Heather Harris  
Ken & Sally Harrold  
Tom & Judy Harvey  
Mike & Mary Hasman  
Allison Hawkes  
Pat Haynish  
Tim & Kristen Healy  
Ralph Hegsted  
Adel Heinrich  
Ted & Betsy Hellmuth, Sr.  
Bob & Dawn Herdman  
Tom & Dolly Herschel  
Steve & Laura Hervert  
Skip & Ann-Marie Heston  
Brady & Ali Hively  
Jack & Mary Hobbs  
Alan & Lee Hoffman  
Mark & Julie Hoffman  
Don Hoke  
John & Cindy Hollister, III  
Jane Hoover-Plow  
Ken & Kristi Horner  
Janey Horth  
Jerry & Patty Hridel  
Joe & Barbara Hudson  
Nancy Isham  
Bernadette Jekutis  
Bill & Regina Johannisson  
Rick Jones  
Rich & Susi Kawolics  
Rich & Carol Kelly  
Bill & Silvia Kenneweg  
Dan Kershner  
Lynne Kessell  
Dennis & Kathy Kieta  
Eric & Kelly Kimball  
Chuck & Pat King, IV  
Paul & Maren Koepf  
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   to God’s work being done within and through Federated Church.    
   giver delights in the giving” Complete as of 2/6/2018 

Dana Korosi  
Tony Kotnik & Maureen 
Corrigan  
Susan Krajewski  
Steve & Judy Kreger  
Don & Charlene Krejci  
Jamie & Laura Kress  
Jennie Krutilla 
Ed & Mary Kudasick  
Carol Laird  
Betsy Lancaster  
Bob & Gloria Lapsansky  
Jamey & Kelly Lawrence  
Maggie Layman  
Doug & Karen Leary  
Ric & Jackie Leavenworth  
John & Pat Leech  
Zach & Kristin LeFeber  
Bob & Mary Leibold  
Tim & Elise Leitzel  
Bill & Ann Lentz  
MaryAnn Leonard  
Rick Lewis & Judy  
 Taucher-Lewis  
Bill Lineweaver  
Judy Lineweaver  
Beth Listerman  
Cal & Kim Lockert  
Jim & Marilyn Lucas  
Bill & Sue Lundstrom  
Byron & Elsie Lutman  
Dave & Elaine Maine  
Judy Majcen  
Judy Maloni  
Liz Manchester  
Jon & Polly Manke  
Bill & Carole Mason  
Dave & Betsy Mast  
Keith & Jan Mast  
Anne Masters  
Dick Masters  
Dick & Sibyl McBride  
Mort & Caroline McClennan  
Jim & Melody McClurg  
Rick & Pat McEntee  
Jack & Karen McKelvey  
John & Laura McMullen  
Duncan & Ginger McVean  
Susie McWilliams  

Debbie Medlar  
Carol Messerly  
Tom & Sandra Meyer 
Tom & Jenica Mignogna  
Mike & Lynn Miller  
Patty Mills  
Larry & Joyce Moore  
Marty Moore  
Cassie Moran  
Steve & Amanda Morris  
Tom & Merilyn Morrow  
Chuck & Thea Mozingo  
Bob & Tami Munson  
Tom & Sharon Munson  
Anne Murphy  
Steve & Hope Murphy  
Lynne & Kathy Muzik  
Jack & Lorna Nafziger  
Paul & Kathy Neidhardt  
Darlene Nichols  
John & Linda Nichols  
Nancy Nichols  
Rita Nichols  
Don & Mandy Noda  
Jim & Janet O'Hara  
George & Kim Oliver  
Mackenzie Oliver  
Madison Oliver  
Jim & Sue Ollinger  
Marge Overman  
Rita Owen  
Steven & Barbara Patton  
Janet Peters  
Roger Pettibone  
Michael & Wendy Pierce  
Marilyn Pierson  
Ward Pierson, III  
Chuck & Cheryl Pitcock  
Jim Pivarski, Jr.  
Vivian Platek  
Don & Carol Poe  
Eric & Robin Polack  
Greg Polyak & Marcia 
 Snavely  
Gerry & Marie Powers  
Dave & Betty Pugh  
Mike & Gay Quintin  
Thaddeus & Dorothy Quintin  
Sally Ramsey  

Anne Randall  
Laura Reed  
Woody & Susie Reichert  
Don & Judy Rice  
Carolyn Richardson  
Marilee Rickert  
Skip & Mary Lou Riegel  
Judy Riemenschneider  
Joy Robertson  
Linda Robertson  
Shawn & Brooke Rockhold  
Ted & Martha Rodenborn 
Carol Rogers  
Harriett Rogers  
Linnea Rostek  
Bob & Beth Rutkowski  
Louise Rutkowski  
Tim & Heather Ryan  
Beth Sauerland  
Bill & B.J. Schatz  
Paul & Valerie Schefft  
Martine Scheuermann & 
 Marty Culbertson 
Matt & Kelly Schron  
Sandy See  
Laura Senel  
Jeri Shaffer  
Bill & Carolyn Shaul  
Gary & Lee Sherck  
Ed Shields  
Alan & Peggie Jo 
Shinagawa  
Mark & Kathy Simone  
Nancie Skonezny  
Mike & Kathy Slates  
Barb Smith  
Jim & Sally Smith  
Nat & Mary Smith  
Todd & Melinda Smith  
Joe & Jill Snyder, II  
Dan & Sandi Sommers  
Don & Connie Sperry  
Ralph Spresser  
Jim & Linda Squire  
Lucille Squire  
Barry & Melinda Stees  
Myia Sterling  
Dave & Holly Strauch  
Jim & Dona Sutherin  

Anne Swegan  
Lorry Szabo  
Alex & Alice Taylor  
Laura Taylor  
David Telfer & Ilona  
 Chambre-Telfer  
George & Kris Tesar  
Jane Thoburn  
Hamilton Throckmorton & 
 Mary Senechal  
Brian & Julie Tutkovics  
Diane Tuuri  
Jim VanCleef  
David & Anne VanWagoner  
Bob & Liz Vargo  
Joe & Sue Ellen Vayda  
Dean & Sue Vecchio  
Marc & Lisa Vitantonio, Sr.  
Arturo & Mary Ann Viveros  
Heather Wagley  
Don & Carole Wakeman  
Kristen Walenga  
Bobbie Walker  
Mike & Kate Walsh  
Barb Warren  
Dave & Cathy Watterson  
Kay Wellman  
Ed & Judy Weston  
Jim & Claudette Whitelaw  
John & Shauna Widman  
Bob & Nancy Wilcox  
Elaine Witmer  
Al & Rebecca Woehrle, Jr.  
Curt Woodworth  
Christy Wynveen  
Doug & Pam Yaecker  
Jim & Kathie Young  
Jack & Barb Youshak  
Bill & Linda Zelazny  
Dick Ziegler  
James & Alexandra Ziots  
Kathy Zmich  
Karen Zoltowicz  
Shirley Zook 
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Annual Congregational Meeting of the Federated Church— 
Sunday, February 12, 2017  

 

Prior to the call to order, The Colorado Kids served a spaghetti lunch in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Opening Prayer— Mark Simone, Associate Pastor, led the attendees in prayer. 
 

Call to Order— Ann Lentz, Moderator of Church Council, called the meeting to order at 1:10 pm. Attendance was 102 by 
count, 100 is required, so a quorum was achieved. 

 
Special Introduction— Hamilton Throckmorton, Senior Pastor, introduced Amy Eugene, the new Senior Director of 

Operations 
 

Approval of Minutes 
2015 Annual Meeting—February 21, 2016  
Special Meeting of the Congregation—December 4, 2016 

Motion to accept the minutes by Harriett Rogers 
Seconded by Ken Horner 
Discussion: None 
Vote: Voice vote was unanimous in favor 
Result: The motion passed; the minutes were approved as published (p.24-26) in the 2016 Annual Report. 

 

2016 Year in Review and Vision for 2017  

Ann summarized the past year and emphasized the following points: Church Council begins every meeting in prayer and 
in reading Federated’s Church Vision Statement, the new Moderator Team, request from the Chagrin Falls Schools to 
rent the Family Life Center, flying the Rainbow Flag all year, the Feasibility Study to possibly launch a capital campaign 
to care for Federated’s physical plant, the Worship Task force, the Financial Outlook Task Force, the review of the Policy 
Book, and the removal of inconsistencies in the Constitution. Federated is a Faith Community for all generations. 
 

Approval of Constitutional Amendments 

Amendment 1, relative to Governance Structure—Constitution Article VIII, Section 3B 
Remove reference to the Deaconess Foundation Delegate. 
 

Motion to accept by Emily Culp 
Seconded by Sunny Doxey 
Discussion: None 
Vote: Unanimous voice vote. 
Result: The motion passed. 
 

Amendment 2, Ad Hoc Committees and Task Forces—Constitution Article VIII, Section 3C 
 

Motion to accept by Todd Smith 
Seconded by Ken Horner 
Discussion: None 
Vote: Unanimous voice vote. 
Result: The motion passed. 
 

Amendment 3, Governance Structure—– Constitution Article VIII, Section 1A 
Terms of office for Church Council positions, terms of office for Vice Moderator, Moderator, Past Moderator 
 

Motion to accept by Holly Northcraft Spann 
Seconded by Martine Scheuermann 
Discussion: None 
Vote: Unanimous voice vote. 
Result: The motion passed. 

 

Acknowledgement of Current Leadership 

Chris Bednar, a member of Nominating and Leadership, thanked the members of this committee.  She thanked the 
retiring lay leaders, noted the individuals approved by Church Council during the year, thanked those for accepting 
Church Council appointments, nominated the individuals who are renewing or accepting a new role/term on Church 
Council, nominated the individuals who are renewing their term on commissions and committees, nominated those 
for Church Council , for commissions, and for committees (p. 20-21 2016 Annual Report) 
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Election of Lay Leaders 

Motion to accept the slate by Chris Bednar 
Seconded by Kristi Horner 
Discussion: None 
Vote: Unanimous in favor. 
Result: The motion passed; the slate of leaders as presented was elected. 

 

Financial Report & 2017 Proposed Annual Budget 

Rob Goble, Church Treasurer, thanked Marty Eble of the Finance Committee. The budget for 2017 is balanced.  (P.3  
green sheet of the 2016 Annual  Financial Report.) Rob explained that there is a $23,768 surplus as a result of careful 
expense management throughout the year. This money will be allocated as a 1 time bonus  to Federated staff.  Pledge 
revenue was down less than 1%. Federated lost 16 pledging households and gained 45 new ones. 
 

Motion to approve the 2017 Proposed Budget  
Moved by Robin Harbage 
Seconded by Phil Fogarty 
Discussion: None 
Vote: Unanimous in favor 
Result: The motion passed; the budget for 2017 was approved. 
 

Capital Campaign 

Kristi Horner explained the process and the timeline of the proposed upcoming campaign. Revise motion that 
Federated Church undertake a capital campaign with a minimum goal of $2.2 million to be completed over three years 
utilizing Walsh and Associates to support us in reaching this goal. 
 

Revised motion by Ken Horner 
Seconded by Jeri Shaffer 
Discussion 
Vote: Two against. The motion carried 
 

The Federated Legacy Report 

Paul Neidhardt reported on the year and reviewed the Federated Legacy Balance Sheet and Income Statement. (P.11 
green sheet 2016 Annual Financial Report.) Gary Dole stated that the report didn’t balance. Later Rob Goble made a 
follow-up correction.  
 

Mission and Service Commission Report 

Dawn Herdman, Chair, explained how the commission spent their budget. 
 

Comments and Questions 
 Comments and questions were taken from the congregation 

Nelson Fenner moved to close the discussion 
Seconded by Gary Dole 

 

Closing Remarks and Prayer 

Hamilton Throckmorton, Senior Pastor, introduced the new staff and spoke of the importance of our upcoming capital 
campaign. He thanked Ann for her leadership. 
 

Adjournment 

Motion to adjourn by Harriett Rogers 
Seconded by Martine Scheuermann 
The motion passed. 
The meeting adjourned at 2:26 pm. 

 
Respectfully submitted,  
Elaine Witmer, Outgoing Clerk 
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Special Meeting of the Congregation of the Federated Church— 

Sunday, May 7, 2017  
 

Call to Order— A quorum was determined and the meeting was called to order at 10:13 am by Vice Moderator Maren 
Koepf. Maren opened the meeting with prayer. 

 
Special Introduction— Hamilton Throckmorton, Senior Pastor, introduced Amy Eugene, the new Senior Director of 

Operations 
 

Plans Overview 
Gary Dole, Chair of Worship & Music Commission, gave a detailed overview of the plans and costs for the organ 
refurbishment project. Bob Doxey, representing the Properties Committee presented about the plans and potential costs 
for the Bell Street roof replacement and heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) system. 

 
Approval of Plans 
The motion was presented to approve the expenditures for the Bell Street roof, HVAC and organ refurbishment that will be 

in excess of $100,000 as part of the Rejoice & Renew Capital Campaign improvements. 

Moved by Dave Butz 
Seconded by Marty Culbertson 
 

Questions 
Questions were taken from the floor. Holly Northcraft Spann called for the question and the motion passed. 
 

Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned by vote at 10:50 am. 
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“ For faith to be full, it needs to be engaged in some work beyond the 
narrow confines of our own little worlds. We want you to find a place 
to engage your gifts, passions, and skills on behalf of God. The world 
will be a better place because of it. And so will you.   
…Let’s be the church God meant for us to be: a church of 2000  
ministers, devoted to God, caring for each other and the world.” 
                  The Spire – October 2011, Rev. Hamilton Coe Throckmorton  

Federated’s Touchpoints 
 

Here is a list of ministries that are currently active at Federated Church. Each of these 
ministries and any new ones that are formed fall under a commission or standing committee. 
Maybe you are already involved. Maybe you are looking for a way to serve. If you would like 
more information, please call the church at 440.247.6490 and we will help you get plugged 
into your desired ministry.   

12 Step Programs 
Advent Bible Study  
Angel Food  
Angel Rides 
Angel Visitors 
Angel Flowers 
Bethel Bible Study 
Book Studies 
Chagrin Falls Park Community  
    Center Programs 
Chancel Choir 
Children's Choir 
Co-Ed Basketball 
Colorado Trip Faith Journey 
Comma Mommas 
Communion Ministry to  
    the Confined 
Contemplative Prayer  
Daughters of Abraham 
Family Life Center Gardens  
Family Ministries 
Federated Bell Choir 
Federated Single Adult Fellowship  
    Ministry (FSAF) 
Fellowship of Prayer Note Writers  
Friends of Nicaragua 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GPS (Gifts.Passions.Skills) Ministry 
Green Committee 
GROUP (high school youth group) 
Guitar Choir 
Homeless Stand Down 
JOY (Jesus Oriented Youth) -  
    for 7th & 8th graders 
JustHope/Stitching Hope 
Koinonia Groups 
Ladies Thursday Morning  
    Prayer Group 
Leap of Faith Liturgical Dancers 
Mahjong 
Memorial Food  
Memorial Hosts 
Men’s Discussion Group 
Men’s Ministry Team 
Monday Morning Miracles Group 
Monthly Art Gallery  
Ohio City Power 
One Book One Community Lenten   
    Book Study 
Parish Nurse 
Primetime Ministry 
Prayer & Praise Ministry 
Red Cross Blood Drive 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Same Boat Friends  
    (widowers dinner group) 
Same Boat Girlfriends  
    (widows dinner group) 
Single Adult Fellowship Ministry 
Sit & Stitch Community 
SJAM (Social Justice Advocacy  
 Ministry) 
St. Paul's Community Church -  
    our sister church 
St. Paul's Loaves & Fishes  
    Soup Kitchen 
St. Paul's Thrift Shop  
Stephen Ministry 
Sunday School 
The Ensemble 
Tributaries -  
    Spiritual Growth Academy  
    Yoga & Pilates Classes 
Trinkets & Treasures Rummage Sale 
Ushers and Greeters 
Wedding Hosts 
Women’s Discussion Group 
Women's Fellowship 
Wondrous Wednesday 
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The Core Values of The Federated Church 
 

Living in God’s Grace, we value: 
· Extravagant Welcome:  We warmly welcome and appreciate all people. 
· Wondrous Worship: We praise and glorify God at the front and center of our lives.  We open ourselves 

to God’s call while seeking to create sacred space wherever we are. 
· Faith Formation:  We believe God is still speaking. We nurture and deepen our relationship with God, 

Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit individually and in community. 
· Purposeful Leadership: We lead, work and serve together as followers of Christ to discern, design,  
 create and inspire opportunities to experience the Divine. 
· Responsible Stewardship: We serve as faithful and generous stewards of God’s gifts to us:  time, 

money, talents, church resources and the earth to do God’s work in the world. 
· Boundless Beauty:  We encourage and celebrate individual and communal expressions of beauty in our 

worship and surroundings as examples of the Holy elegance of God.  
· Transformational Ministry:  Following Jesus’ example of love and justice, we seek to transform lives, 

including our own, through compassionate response, caring relationships, advocacy and  
active service. 

 

The Vision Statement of The Federated Church 
 

With Christ at our center and surrounded by God’s abundant love and grace, Federated Church thrives as a  
dynamic faith community for this generation and the next by: 

· Engaging in extravagant invitation, welcome and inclusion, 
· Fostering faith formation, 
· Bringing forth transformational ministries, and 
· Sharing our story 

Open and Affirming Statement of The Federated Church 
 

We, the members of the Federated Church of Chagrin Falls, Ohio believe that God is still speaking  
and we seek prayerfully to discern God’s plan for us today. Acknowledging God’s acceptance of us and  

Jesus’ commandment to love our neighbors as ourselves,  
we affirm our belief that we are one body in Christ. 

 

We welcome people of all races and ages, mental and physical abilities, marital status,  
gender or sexual orientation. We invite those from different backgrounds of economic class,  
ethnicity, and varieties of thought, expression and religious tradition to join us in our worship  

and to participate in the full life and ministry of our church. 
 

We celebrate the diversity of God’s creation and believe that every person is uniquely made in God’s image.  
We embrace the joy of being accepted and affirmed by God and by one another. 

 

We strive for justice and inclusiveness following Jesus’ example of love. 

 

The Mission Statement of The Federated Church 
 

God accepts me just as I am and loves me too much to leave me that way.  
Federated accepts all people as they are and supports them in the spiritual journey.  

With Christ we offer hope and healing to change our world. 

The Purpose Statement of The Federated Church 
The purpose of the Federated Church shall be to worship God; to preach and hear the gospel of Jesus Christ;  

to joyfully embody the living Spirit of God; to embrace all people; to transform lives;  
and to empower everyone to love and serve the world through Jesus Christ. 


