April 2018

A New Federated Picture Directory!
And we need you to make it complete! The only way to get YOUR copy of the directory is to be in it.
Those who participate will receive both a FREE copy of the picture directory and a FREE 8x10 of their directory pose. You
will have an opportunity to purchase additional photos if you wish. No pressure. We promise!

Photography dates and times:
Tuesday – Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Monday – Tuesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

May 29-31
June 1
June 2
June 4-5
June 14
June 15
June 16

2 pm – 9 pm
12 pm – 7 pm
10 am – 5 pm
2 pm – 9 pm
2 pm – 9 pm
12 pm – 7 pm
10 am – 5 pm

Sign up starting on April 1 (Easter) after worship in the Lobby on Sundays, by calling
Melinda at the church, 440.247.6490 ext.124 or online at fedchurch.org/directory.
Plan to sign-up early. The prime appointments will be filled quickly!
Attention Extroverts (& Gregarious Introverts): We can use volunteers to help with this
project. Greeting at a photography session is a great way to get to know others in your
Federated family. If you are available to volunteer for a three-hour shift on one of the days
listed above, please contact Barb Church at 440.248.0230 or barbcusab@netscape.net.

Trinkets & Treasures (TNT)
The best rummage sale in the Chagrin Valley is back!
Wednesday, April 25, 5:30—8:00 pm ($10 admission)
Thursday and Friday, April 26-27, 9:00 am—5:00 pm
Saturday, April 28, 9:00 am—12:00 pm (Bag Day)
At the Family Life Center
More info inside on page 2
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It’s Time for Trinkets & Treasures: Federated’s Annual Rummage Sale
~ ~ Donate! ~ ~
Scour your closets, basements and garages in search of items to donate. This includes housewares, garden tools, very
gently worn clothing and accessories, children's toys and equipment, antiques and artwork, jewelry, holiday
decorations, linens, electronics, books, and furniture. (No cribs, mattresses, encyclopedias, or television sets.)

Drop off items at the Family Life Center on
Saturday—Sunday, April 21-22 from 12:00 pm—4:00 pm
Monday, April 23 from 12:00—5:00 pm.
Tuesday, April 24 from 9:00 am—12:00 pm.
Limited pick up and storage may be available for those who need help with transportation. Contact Kathy Kieta at
440.543.8499 or kakieta@roadrunner.com.

~ ~ Volunteer! ~ ~
To run Trinkets & Treasures we need lots of volunteers, including men
and women of all ages. This is also a good opportunity for teens to get
their volunteer credits.
There are jobs for everyone: Setting up, organizing, pricing, selling,
cashiering, cleaning up. Volunteering is just part of the fun. Did we
mention that you will also get to shop? A special trinket or treasure
may be waiting just for you.
Sign-up sheets can be found after church services in Fellowship Hall
and in the Bell St. Lobby during the week. Please support Trinkets and
Treasures to raise funds for your Federated Church!
If you have questions, please contact Mimi Bathgate, at
mbathgate@windstream.net or 440.338.8773.

~ ~ Shop! ~ ~
Show your support for one of Federated’s biggest fundraisers of the year!
There is something waiting for everyone. You don’t want to miss out.

Wednesday, April 25, 5:30—8:00 pm
(First Opportunity: $10 Admission)

Thursday-Friday, April 26-27, 9:00 am—5:00 pm
(Free Admission)

Saturday, April 28, 9:00 am—12:00 pm
(Half Price/Bag Day)

Family Life Center: 16349 Chillicothe Rd., Chagrin Falls
Antiques Housewares Linens Books Art
Jewelry Clothing Children’s Wear Games/Toys
Tools Furniture Small Appliances and More!
www.fedchurch.org/TNT
440.247.6490
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From the Desk of Hamilton

APRIL WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday, April 1—Easter Sunday

Dear Friends,
As you may know, Church Council has articulated, as a theme for this
church year, a wonderful line by the early church theologian Tertullian. A
couple of hundred years after Christ, having seen how church people in his
area worked for and on behalf of each other, he was so struck by their care
for each other that he said, “Behold, how they love one another!”

6:30 am Sunrise Service at the Family Life Center
Led by Rev. Mark Simone and our Youth
Easter Breakfast Follows
9 am Family Worship at Bell St.
Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton preaches
Music by Combined Choirs, Brass and Timpani
11 am Family Worship at Bell St.
Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton preaches
Music by Combined Choirs, Brass and Timpani

Having been graced, as we all are, by the inestimable love of God, the hope,
this year, is that everything Federated does and is will be shaped by that
evocative line. Imagine that everyone who comes into contact with us will
be so struck by the way we are with each other that they will go away
saying, “Behold, how they love one another!”

Sunday, April 8
Rev. Susi Kawolics preaches
Communion Served*

This month, I want to lift up two examples of the love flowing through
Federated and out into the world. First, on Saturday, March 17, the Rev.
Mark Simone and Marty Culbertson initiated a new ministry endeavor. They
took a group into Cleveland to get a number of tasks accomplished at St.
Paul’s Community Church. Twenty or so people, ranging in age from 9 to in
their 80s, spent much of the day there. They reflected on Jesus’ story about
the sheep and the goats, remembering that, in the act of serving, they were
ministering to Christ. Then they got to work, painting some bathrooms,
doing some preliminary work on the community garden, sorting and
displaying items for the thrift store, and beginning a project of cleaning the
upholstery in the sanctuary. What a wonderful way to express love, by
giving time to important tasks at St. Paul’s! Next month’s mission will be
participation in the CROP walk to help end poverty and hunger. It will be on
Sunday afternoon, April 22, at Frohring Meadows. You can find details
about how to sign up on page 12 in this issue of THE SPIRE.

Sunday, April 15
Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton preaches

A second manifestation of exuberant love happened in our Fellowship Hall
on Sunday, March 11. That day some 60 or so Federated people and 50 or so
Muslims gathered for dinner and conversation. Fellowship Hall was buzzing
with energy and joy as we engaged in talk about our respective faiths,
shared a delicious meal, and connected in a significant way. At the end of
the evening, the Muslims who were here adjourned to our Lounge to
engage in their prayers at sunset. They invited us either to join the prayers
or to watch. It was a special evening, one in which we could learn from each
other and break down walls of separation that have built up in our culture.
Stereotypes fell away and warmth and respect animated the entire
gathering.
In what ways might we all continue to expand our
witness to divine love? I pray that we will continue
to open ourselves to the ways in which God is
leading us to love. God has blessed us
incomparably. May we share that love far and wide!

9 am Worship & Sunday School
Music by The Ensemble
11 am Worship & Sunday School
Music by Chancel Choir

9 am Worship & Sunday School
Special Cantata by Combined Choirs
11 am Worship & Sunday School
Special Cantata by Combined Choirs

Sunday, April 22—Earth Day Sunday
Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton preaches
9 am Worship & Sunday School
Music by Federated Bell Choir
11 am Worship & Sunday School
Music by Federated Bell Choir

Sunday, April 29
Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton preaches
Commissioning of Stephen Ministers
9 am Worship & Sunday School
Music by The Ensemble
11 am Worship & Sunday School
Music by Chancel Choir

*Note: Communion will not be served on the first
Sunday of April, due to Easter. It will be postponed
and served on the following Sunday, April 8.

IN THIS ISSUE
A New Federated Picture Directory!...............1
Trinkets & Treasures ..................................... 2
From the Desk of Hamilton ........................... 3
April Worship Services .................................. 3
Current Lay Leaders ..................................... 4
Church Council News ................................... 4
Federated News & Updates ...................... 5-8
Federated Happenings ............................ 9-11
Mission & Service Opportunities ................. 12
Special Thanks ........................................... 12
Faith Formation and Spirituality ................. 13
Telling Our Story Spotlight ........................ 14
Family & Youth Ministries ........................... 15

Yours in Christ,

Hamilton
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Church Council News
The March meeting of Church Council welcomed three new members to
Council: Beth Rutkowski (Vice Moderator), Peggie Jo Shinagawa (Clerk),
Dan Kershner (Mission & Service Councilor). Our congregation is blessed
with leadership teams representing a rich variety of talents and voices.
Council members framed a common direction and focus for 2018, inspiring
our staff and lay leaders to herald the year’s theme: “Behold! How they
love one another!” Together, Council generated what could be
measurably observed if all gatherings, conversations and ministries of
Federated evoked the community and congregation alike to proclaim,
“Behold! How they love one another!” As a result, Council helped set a
unified tone for The 2018 Federated Leadership Orientation and Retreat,
held on March 10.
A Properties Feasibility Task Force had exciting news to share. Tim
Lybarger, a strategic planner of Encore NEO, will be providing Federated
with 10 consulting hours per week to help teams envision and launch
initiatives that move our mission and vision forward. With Tim’s guidance
through a clear process, (including cost and resource analysis) it is our hope
that Federated will see an increase in innovation and participation, utilizing
our properties more fully and meaningfully. More information is on p.5.
Council approved two new ministry teams. Mark Simone and Marty
Culbertson will be coordinating Federated Day Missions with monthly
opportunities for all age groups to gather for day-long mission work. We
encourage members to be on the lookout each month for this new
outreach to surrounding communities.
In addition, Council affirmed the Friends of HOLA Ministry Team. Its aim is
to support and advocate for Hispanic immigrants through organizations
such as HOLA, empowering the Latino community through outreach,
advocacy, leadership development and community organizing. God is still
speaking.
Council was informed of an accounting error which misrepresented our
2017 surplus, resulting in a change to the amount by which we will pay
down our external bank debt. It is important to note that at no time were
church funds at risk. For more information, please see the article from our
Finance Committee found on page 7 in this issue of THE SPIRE.
Federated continues to lead and transform lives in fresh and responsive
ways!
Next Church Council meeting—April 3 at 7:00 pm.

Current Lay Leaders
Church Council

Ken Horner, Rob Goble, Robin Harbage, Elaine
Witmer, Maren Koepf (Moderator), Erinn Grube,
Shawn Rockhold, Doug Harlan, Beth Rutkowski,
Peggie Jo Shinagawa, Dan Kershner

Commissions
Congregational Care

Ann-Marie Heston, Karen Zoltowicz (Co-chair),
Alexandra Ziots, Jane Biggar (Co-chair), Carol Kelly,
Judy Maloni, Carole Halberg, Diane Tuuri, Judy
Riemenschneider

Mission & Service

Lynne Kessell, Linnea Rostek, Gay Quintin, Leslie
Fincun, Linda Zelazny (co-chair), Judy Lineweaver,
Don Hoke, Jim Meyer, David Telfer (co-chair)

Spiritual Formation

Barbara Patton, Stacy Cianciolo, Dorothy Quintin,
Cassie Moran, Kristin LeFeber, Cathy Digel, Sunny
Doxey, Thea Mozingo, Mary Senechal (chair)

Telling Our Story

Harriett Rogers, Diana Weber-Gardner, Bob
Munson (co-chair), Katie Swanson-Harbage, Todd
Smith (co-chair), Pete Bednar, Laura Taylor,
(2) openings

Worship & Music

Sally Ramsey, Gary Dole (chair), Toni Harris, Nancie
Skonezny, Curtis Grube, Sibyl McBride, Nancy
Isham, Dave Strauch, Laura Reed

Elected Committees
Finance

Becky Gruss (chair), Steve Patton, (1) opening

Human Resources

Jim Young, Chris Bednar, Bill Franz

Legacy

Paul Neidhardt, Roger Pettibone (chair), Peter
Franz, Alex Taylor, Ralph Hegsted

Membership

Kate Walsh, Rose Brown, Ann Lentz

Nominating & Leadership

Martine Scheuermann, Dave Butz, Phil Fogarty

Properties

Paul Koepf, Keith Mast, Bill Lentz

Appointed Committee
Stewardship Committee
(3) openings

- Maren Koepf,
Moderator

Western Reserve Assoc. Delegates
Susan Lampson, Jim Ogle, Kate Walsh

Ohio Conference Delegates
Susan Lampson, Kate Walsh

440.247.6490
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Federated News & Updates
2018 Leadership Retreat Recap

Encore NEO Partnership

The Federated Church is blessed to have 75 members serve in roles of
leadership on our Council, Commissions, Committees, and as
appointed delegates; another indication of our growing and thriving
church.

Tim Lybarger and Encore NEO has taken up
residence in Federated’s Family Life Center
(FLC). We are very excited for this new
partnership as it represents a great resource
for our church. Through Encore NEO, Tim has
a mission to provide services for age 50+
individuals to reimagine their lives and the
use of their many gifts to find meaningful
careers and satisfying lifestyles.

Saturday, March 10 launched our 2018 Leadership Orientation and
Retreat. The morning began with a breakfast for members new to
leadership positions. Martine Scheuermann, of the Nominating and
Leadership Committee, and Maren Koepf, Moderator, facilitated
lively opportunities to connect to one another, to speak out on
matters that can improve our work in bringing Federated to a brighter
tomorrow, and to learn of the deliberate model linking our
governance structure to the Four Pillars of a healthy church:
Community Building, Teaching and Learning, Worship, and Service.
By mid-morning, new leaders were joined by seasoned leaders in a
retreat titled, “Singing From the Same Hymn Book.” After a
boisterous beginning with song groups competing for the top rating
for vitality and energy, we focused on tools for working
collaboratively and sharing some common practices. Peggie Jo
Shinagawa offered an intensive boot camp on the order and logistics
of Dropbox as a means of bringing all leaders to the same platform
for shared documents.
Staff members and lay leaders formed groups to consider evidence of
our church’s current vitality as well as areas of vulnerability as a way
to “prime the pump” for important decisions as, together, leaders
move Federated’s mission and message forward.
The Theme for 2018 is “Behold! How They Love One Another” and
our Defining Actions, describing how Federated members show up to
one another and in the world, declare: We Seek, We Serve, We
Connect. The staff and lay leaders are charged to invigorate resources
and energy in ways that lift up the message and mission of God’s
Greatest story, told and lived out through Federated day by day.
“No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us
and God’s love is made complete in us.” I John 4:12

Tim is hosting many Encore NEO programs at
the FLC. Please reach out to him for more
information or visit the Encore NEO website
at EncoreNEO.org.
Most importantly for our partnership, Tim is
donating at least 10 hours per week to work
with Federated staff and congregants on
strategy development for any number of new
or existing plans and projects. Using his
lifetime of experience and skills as a process
management and business development
expert, Tim will work with us on optimizing
our myriad of ideas and enthusiastic projects.
No project is too big or too small to address
with Tim. We should feel open to contacting
him early in our ideation and planning. Tim
will help us explore the nuts & bolts of our
ideas, then work with us through design,
delivery and evaluation to optimize our
success. He is a great facilitator and will help
to amplify the good that each of us intends,
but often find daunting to get the process up
and running.
- Robin Harbage,
Past Moderator

Tim Lyberger, of Encore NEO

440.247.6490
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Federated News & Updates
Rejoice & Renew April Capital Campaign Projects Update
In addition to the weekly Properties Committee (PC)
meetings, a PC Ad Hoc committee consisting of Joshua
Konow, Thaddeus Quintin, Hamilton Throckmorton, Marcia
Snavely, Paul Koepf, Bruce Gigax, Gary Dole, and Robin
Harbage met to define the acoustical and logistical needs of
our Sanctuary. As needs were refined, a second group,
which also included George Clemens and Heather Harris,
reviewed the layout of the chancel and choir loft areas to
seek to improve the flexibility of those areas, while
considering aesthetics and functionality. The inclusion of a
newly upgraded Rodgers Organ (TS Good Church Organ
Company) has presented an opportunity for us to enhance
the layout and function of our sanctuary space. The organ
will be movable and, therefore, will allow us to use the organ
in ways not previously possible. Mainly, it will improve sight
lines and integration with other musical events. The final
project will create a vastly improved musical experience to
better enable worship. Paul Koepf will render drawings of
this group’s preliminary ideas. In addition, Sunny Doxey and
Heather Harris have been gathering information about the
needed renovations of the restrooms in our facilities.
Remember the Pre-Bid meeting in early February attended
by 13 General/Sub-Contractors that we mentioned last
month? Well, the bidding process for the HVAC/roof project
closed on March 7. The Properties Committee members
reviewed the submitted bids and made a recommendation
to Church Council on March 15. Because dumpsters and a
construction trailer are expected to arrive in our Bell Street

parking lot around mid-May, we will
move only Sunday worship services
to the Family Life Center beginning
Memorial Day Weekend Sunday,
May 27. More information is below.
And finally, one funded gift opportunity has now been
completed at our Bell Street facility: new wireless access
points. Access points allow visitors, staff and members to
connect to the Internet anywhere within the facility.
Federated Church has an active online presence with both
our website (fedchurch.org) and Facebook page
(facebook.com/TheFederatedChurch). Access to those
resources within our facilities is very important, as we work
to keep folks informed about our church events and
ministries via their phones, tablets or laptops. In addition,
we are pleased that more and more meetings and events are
taking advantage of our wireless capabilities for their own
presentations. The six Bell Street access points have been
replaced with newer ones with a stronger signal, which
means that folks throughout our large Bell Street building
will have better access to our wireless system.
Federated’s congregation is blessed with so many members
and friends talented in a variety of fields. And we are so
thankful to the Properties Committee for getting so many
stakeholders involved! All of this could not have occurred
without such a successful Rejoice & Renew Capital
Campaign. Thanks be to God and you!

Summer Worship in 2018 Will Move to Family Life Center
During the Annual Meeting, Paul Koepf, Bill Lentz, and Keith Mast shared exciting news that the Properties Committee
expects dumpsters, as well as a construction trailer, to arrive in our Bell Street parking lot around mid-May in preparation
for tearing off the old roof. Dust will certainly be flying!
For this reason, they recommended that all summer time worship services be held at the Family Life Center (FLC)
beginning Memorial Day Sunday, May 27, 2018. In his role as Moderator, Robin
Harbage announced that the Worship and Music Commission, in collaboration
with Pastor Hamilton, agreed with this recommendation.
This move to our FLC is for Sunday morning worship services only. All Bell Street
staff offices and meetings/events will be “business as usual,” as much as possible.
We are not permanently moving to our Family Life Center. However, we are
thankful to have such a beautiful facility to use on Sunday mornings while we are
beefing up our Bell Street facility. And all of this could not have occurred without
such a successful Rejoice & Renew Capital Campaign. Thanks be to God and you!
440.247.6490
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Federated News & Updates
New Custodian Lead
and Other Custodial Changes

Change to the 2017 Federated Church
Financial Statements

Eric Mosley will be joining Federated Church as our new
Custodian Lead. Eric comes to us from Shaker City
Schools where he served as custodian. His experience
also includes working as maintenance technician for the
City of Shaker, the Atrium at Anna Maria, and BrownForward Funeral Home.

We were recently informed by our external accounting firm
that they recorded several items incorrectly in 2017. As a
result, the ending surplus previously reported of
approximately $102,800 is actually an ending surplus of
approximately $65,105. Please know that NO church funds
were ever at risk, rather the errors were purely accounting
entry errors. We are extremely disappointed in this
discovery and are searching for a new external accounting
services provider.

We’re excited to have Eric join us and partner with Jake
Magalski to ensure that Federated’s properties are
clean, functional, well-maintained, energy efficient, safe
and secure! Jake is officially our Maintenance & Grounds
Lead. He and Eric will partner with our custodians to
ensure our properties are clean, functional, safe and
secure. They will share the office off of the Chapel.
Eric has already started part-time and will move to full
time on Easter Sunday. Please give him your warmest
Federated Welcome when you see him around the
building!

The only financial impact resulting from this discovery is
that we will pay down $25,000 of our commercial loan debt
instead of $62,861 as previously planned. No other funding
changes are impacted and the 2018 budget, as approved at
the annual meeting, is unaffected. Updated 2017 Annual
Financial Reports are available in the church office for those
who would like an updated copy.

Wilson Taylor is doing well after his surgery. Thank you
for keeping him in your thoughts and prayers. Once he
recovers he’s ready to pursue a full-time job doing work
other than custodial. We’ve appreciated his generous
heart and know he’ll land something that continues
moving him forward on his life’s journey.

In response to this situation, the staff and Finance
Committee are now searching for a new accounting
provider and will be implementing internal audit procedures
on a quarterly basis to ensure these types of errors do not
occur again. Please feel free to reach out to Rebecca Gruss
at becgruss@yahoo.com or by phone at 216.978.1440 if
you have any questions or would like to discuss anything in
regard to this matter.

Federated Art Gallery Featured Artist

Holiday Building Closure

Leesa Belcher

We have a new artist sharing
her work with us in the
Federated Gallery (located near
Fellowship Hall). You may
recognize her - she sings in the
Chancel Choir and is a member
of Federated Church. Leesa
traveled from her home in
Florida to help her brother Lars
Larsen, also a member. She has
been practicing her art for
many years and has continued to do so here in Chagrin.
Make of point of introducing yourself when you see
her. She's a wonderful person!
440.247.6490

Both the Bell St. campus
and the Family Life
Center will be closed on
Monday, April 2 in
celebration of Easter
Monday.

SPIRE Deadline
Do you have something you’d like to see appear in the next
edition of the SPIRE? Please email your
information to Trisha Holland at
communications@fedchurch.org by
Sunday, April 15 for inclusion in the
May SPIRE. Thank you!
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Federated Happenings
Social Justice Advocacy Ministry (SJAM) Team: Environmental Justice
In April, the Environmental Justice subcommittee of SJAM will be hosting activities and learning
opportunities to encourage all of us to get involved with protecting and loving the Earth and the people
who depend on this Earth. Faith leaders around the world connect environmental justice with protecting God’s greatest
creations, humans, biodiversity and the planet that we all live and depend on. As Christians and advocates for the
environment, we need to take steps toward understanding and put voice and action towards a healthy, sustainable
environment for all. The struggle for a clean environment continues with increasing urgency, as the ravages of climate
change become more manifest every day. We pray that our congregation and community will join us in this endeavor.
Flying the flag of the Earth – In April, we fly a flag of the Earth at the church front door to show our solidarity with the
Earth and all living things. We show that prayer, education and action are part of our church. We show that
creating a clean, sustainable, healthy environment is a priority.
Movie Night – Monday, April 16, 7:00—9:00 pm at the Family Life Center Youth Room: Come watch a movie and
engage in discussion. The movie will be “Plastic Ocean”: A documentary detailing the devastating destruction that
plastics are creating in our oceans around the world. (More on p.9)
Family Earth Day Activity – Saturday, April 21, 10:00 am—12:00 pm at the Family Life Center: Join with your
church family for an outdoor event to build a raised bed for the summer Sunday school program, do an earthfriendly activity, have refreshments and take a nature walk through the woods. (More on p. 15)
Earth Day Meeting and Talk about Green Energy – Saturday, April 21, 10:00 am at the Chagrin Falls Library: Liz
and Rick Schiferl will present about signing up for Green Electricity as an inexpensive alternative to First Energy.
They will explain how increased demand from consumers like us will increase the production and innovation of
Green Energy suppliers. The topic of “carbon offsets” will also be covered. Guests Norm Robbins, a green energy
expert in our region, and Matt Dolan, Ohio State Senator and strong advocate for Green Energy, will be present.
Save the Earth Table — Sundays, April 15 and 22: Stop by our Environmental Justice table in Fellowship Hall to learn
more, see some exhibits, and ask questions! Join us on our journey to protect God’s Earth.
Earth Day Sunday – Sunday, April 22 at 9:00 and 11:00 am: The Earth Day movement was started in 1970 to raise
public awareness and concern for living organisms, the environment and links between pollution and public health.
Today, environmental networks around the globe participate with hundreds of thousands of people to focus on
this year’s theme of Ending Plastic Pollution. On April 22, our services will include prayer and song lifting up our
Christian voices to advocate for a clean, sustainable, healthy and just environment for all. The children’s message
will also focus on the environment.
Recycling — Recycling is one way that ALL of us can help. It is one of the easiest things we can do. If you and your
family are not recycling, now is the time to start. Our church recycles too. Have you seen the blue bins throughout
the church and the Family Life Center? Join in this easy way to help protect the Earth. earthday.org/earthday/

April SJAM Meeting

Sunday, April 15 | 12:30 pm
Bell St. Lounge
Join us at our monthly SJAM meetings to
learn more and become part of this dynamic,
active ministry team. Think about joining
one or two of the subcommittees:
Racial Justice, Healthcare for All,
Environmental Justice, LGBTQ,
Immigration

Recycling Programs in Our Area
The Earth Day Global Network (www.earthday.org) is working to build
awareness around the need to end Plastic Pollution around the globe.
We can do our part in this area by participating in recycling. As a church
with a focus on environmental justice and protecting God’s beautiful
Earth, let’s all do our part. Check for recycling programs, the recycling
centers, and the spring clean-up recycling days in your community.

For more information contact Susi Kawolics
at skawolics@fedchurch.org.

The SJAM Environmental Justice team will have a
table set up in Fellowship Hall on April 15 and 22.
We will have information on the local recycling
programs. Stop by our table to get the information
and chat with us.

440.247.6490
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Federated Happenings
Movie Night: Sponsored by SJAM
Monday, April 16 | 7:00—9:00 pm
Family Life Center Youth Room
Movie: “A Plastic Ocean”
Why this movie? The Earth Day Network (earthday.org) is
focusing on Ending Plastic Pollution for this year’s Earth
Day awareness. Plastic is taking over our oceans and
infesting all living life in our seas around the globe. In the
center of the Pacific Ocean, ocean gyre researchers found
more plastic than plankton.
“Plastic Ocean” documents the newest science, showing
how plastics, once they enter the oceans, break up into
small particulates that enter the food chain where they
attract toxins like a magnet. These toxins are stored in
seafood’s fatty tissues, and eventually consumed by us.
We are all affected by this, and we can do something
about it.
Everyone is invited to attend the movie and
conversation. Come, and bring a friend!

White Privilege: Let's Talk

A Resource for Transformational Dialogue
This is an adult curriculum from the United Church of
Christ designed to invite participants to engage in safe,
meaningful, substantive, and bold conversations on race.
Last spring, we offered the UCC’s White Privilege
curriculum. Six groups participated in the six-session
course. We will offer two to three more rounds of White
Privilege this spring, beginning the week of April 1.
Classes will be offered on Wednesday April 4—May 16 at
7:00 pm or Fridays April 6—May 18 at 1:00 pm for an
hour and a half. We hope you plan to join a group!
There will be a Racial Justice table in Fellowship Hall. Stop
by to learn more, ask questions and sign up! You can also
register at fedchurch.org/events. Join us on our journey to
examine our own privilege and become allies. If you have
questions, contact Kathy Franz at 440.821.7795 or
wfranz@roadrunner.com.

Primetime Luncheon

Thursday, April 19 (*Third Thursday) | 12:00 pm
Family Life Center
Entertainment by:
Entertainmobile

Primetime Federated Forum

Monday, April 9
1:30 pm Refreshments, 2:00 pm Program
Bell Street Fellowship Hall
Presenter: Marge Adler,
pianist/arranger
More info in the April Primetime
newsletter or at
fedchurch.org/primetime.

440.247.6490

Menu: Honey baked
ham, sweet potatoes,
green beans
almondine, roll, slice
of pumpkin roll.
Cost: $10 at the door
Reservations due by
Friday, April 13. Call 440.247.6490.
More info in the April Primetime newsletter or at
fedchurch.org/primetime.
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Federated Happenings
Wondrous Wednesday

Wednesday, April 11
6:00 pm FREE Dinner, 7:00 Program
Bell St. Fellowship Hall

Music with Randy Fusco
Randy is creating an amazing musical program for us.

Daniel Plan is on the horizon again!
This time there are no
health screenings, and
you did not have to
participate the first time
to join in now! Meetings
will be once a month and
will be informal and fun.
We are looking forward
to finding new inspiration
to continue with our
healthy living.
We are planning two meeting times for the first
meeting. After the initial meetings groups can decide
when and where to meet!
We hope you can make one of these:

He will incorporate information with his impassioned
interpretation of musical scores. The theme is going to be a
surprise, but we might leak some information as we get closer to
the date.

Wednesday, May 2, 9:30 am
Family Life Center Hearth Room
Sunday, May 6, 10:00 am
Bell St. Lounge

In case you haven't had the pleasure of meeting Randy, he is a
professor of music at Hiram College and a frequently heard
piano musician for Federated's many programs. You may also
have seen him play duets on the piano with Marcia Snavely, our
organist. How does that work? You'll have to ask him!

Come and join us for the Daniel Plan Essentials, see
what all the fun was about last summer or rejoin us to
learn new tips on living healthy through Faith, Food,
Fitness, Focus and Friends!

To reserve a plate of food: Call 440.247.6490, stop at the
reception desk in the Bell St. Lobby, or sign up online at
fedchurch.org/events.

Call the church at 440.247.6490 to sign up! If you have
questions, contact Jane Biggar 216.469.6948 or
jcbiggar4@gmail.com.

Noah’s Ark Encounter With Overnight in Covington, KY

Saturday & Sunday, May 19-20 (Open to the entire Federated family!)
While we do not see any extended rain in the forecast, at least for 40 days and 40
nights, we do know of a fellow named “Noah” who was spared from a flood by
loading his family and many of the world’s animals into an Ark that he built from
instructions he had been given. Although no one has ever discovered the “original
Ark,” we will be seeing a new version, which was built in a similar fashion.
It was built as described in the Book of Genesis using the original dimensions.
The ark is 510 feet long, 50 feet tall and 85 feet wide. Unbelievably, it can house
up to 10,000 people and is the largest wooden timber structure in the world.
See how Noah and his family may have lived, as well as an “animatronic Noah” who will answer questions.
Cost: $325 per person. Call 440.247.6490 to register. Full payment due by April 19. Max 54 passengers.
To see the complete itinerary and learn more, visit fedchurch.org/primetime.
440.247.6490
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Federated Happenings
Online Sign-ups Now Available
We are excited to make signing up for some of our Federated
events even more convenient for you. You’ll notice some articles
mentioning the option to go online to sign up. To use this feature,
go to fedchurch.org/events — events that have this registration
option are indicated with a blue “Sign Up
Now” button. Click the button and input
your information. It’s that easy!
If you are hosting an event and would like
the option for sign-ups to be taken online,
please contact Trisha Holland at
communications@fedchurch.org.

Visual Journey to Nicaragua
Sunday, April 8 | 10:00 am
Bell St. Lounge

Join the Federated team as they share a slide
show of the trip to our partner community in
Chacraseca, Nicaragua last November. A picture is
worth a thousand words so please come to see, as
well as hear, of our scholarship students, the
model farm, the women of Stitching Hope, our
homestays with local families and our first
endeavor in latrine building at a local school.
Join us if you are curious, or are may be
considering coming on a future trip. We will have
plenty of time for questions.
Contact Diane Tuuri at: dianectuuri@gmail.com.

Fellowship Treats
The Congregational Care Commission is cheerily scheduling treats
during Sunday fellowship hours. Congregation members will take
turns bringing in treats based their last names.
Please bring in treats that are cut-up and ready to serve. Healthy
food choices are especially welcome! Please no nuts.
Food can be set out on the food table in Fellowship
Hall when you come to church. Thank you for
helping make our fellowship hours delicious and
enjoyable!
Here is the schedule for upcoming weeks:
April 1 - entire congregation is invited to bring treats to share
April 8 - last names beginning with N, O, P, Q or R
April 15 - last names beginning with S or T
April 22 - last names beginning with U, V, W, X, Y or Z
April 29 - last names beginning with A or B

Free Online Training Available – Responding
to Violent Intruders
Emergency preparedness in the event of an active shooter is now
more important than ever. Staff members have already
participated in ALICE training, and this course is open to the
congregation. Consider joining other members who have already
taken this free, online training to learn how to actively respond to
violent intruders by using ALICE (Alert, Lockdown, Inform,
Confront, Evacuate) techniques. If you or
immediate family members would like to
enroll, please contact: Amy Eugene at
aeugene@fedchurch.org.
440.247.6490

Join us on the 8th to see even more pictures of our
Nicaragua trip.
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Mission & Service Opportunities
Chagrin Valley Crop Hunger Walk
What: CROP Hunger Walks raise money and awareness for hunger relief.
Funds from the Chagrin Valley CROP Walk go to the Geauga Hunger Task Force
and Church World Services.
Who: The entire church family is invited and encouraged to join our efforts. Leashed pets,
wheelchairs and strollers are welcome
When: Sunday, April 22
12:30 Lunch and snack preparation in Fellowship Hall at Bell St.
1:45 Walk registration at Frohring Meadows
Join the Federated Team, or support our walkers!
Register tinyurl.com/chagrincropwalk or email Emily Culp, Director of Family Ministries,
at eculp@fedchurch.org.

Special Thanks
Dear members of the Federated Church,
I wanted to write a personal thank you to you all for your very generous donation to
Hiram Farm on behalf of my son, Cameron (who is a farmer there) and the rest of our
family. Your gift will go a long way to support the farm's mission to help individuals like
my son. I cannot express how important services at the farm are to Cam. He is able to
learn and grow as an adult in a way that is truly meaningful to him.
I grew up in Chagrin and attended church there as a child and was so pleased and
honored that you chose Hiram Farm for your Christmas Eve Offering. I hope you all come
to the farm for a visit soon. You will find it a place where God's work is happening
everyday.
Thank you, Vicky McWilliams.
440.247.6490
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Faith Formation and Spirituality
Sunrise Mass:
An Impassioned Musical Experience

Easter at Federated
Easter Sunrise Service

April 1 at 6:30 am at the Family Life Center
Led by our Senior High Youth Group (GROUP). Picture
facing the rising sun in the east, as we sing together He is
Risen. Picture concluding the worship service with a walk to
the Labyrinth for morning prayers of resurrection and hope
at the cross (weather permitting).

Sunday, April 15 | 9:00 and 11:00 am services
Bell St. Sanctuary

“The music is simultaneously ethereal and incredibly
personal ...an overwhelmingly powerful work to direct, sing,
or simply experience.” - Joshua Konow
Joshua Konow, Federated's
Director Of Music Ministries,
will direct Ola Gjeilo's
"Sunrise Mass" during
services on April 15. It is a
wonderful intermingling of
human and instrumental
voices. The musical mass will
be presented with both choirs and an orchestra
participating.
"This music will showcase Joshua’s remarkable talents as a
director who can pull every ounce of emotion from a piece
of music. A joy to sing and a joy to listen to!” - Nancy
Isham, Ensemble and Chancel Choir.

Easter Sunrise Breakfast

Follows Sunrise Service at the FLC
Join us after the sunrise worship service at the Family Life
Center for a delicious breakfast. Freewill donations are
accepted, and proceeds will benefit GROUP, our Sr. High
Youth Group, missions and projects. All are welcome!

Easter Sunday Worship

April 1 at 9:00 and 11:00 am
Bring your whole family and experience the joy that comes
when we lean into God's re-creating power in this unique
service that celebrates the resurrection through spoken
word, brass choir, uplifting anthems to celebrate the
excitement of the Easter story, a Hallelujah chorus singalong, hymns, and the combined voices of our choirs.

Spring Renewal Through Prayer:
10 ‘Languages’ of prayer
Thursday, May 3 | 7:00 pm
Bell St. Fellowship Hall

Come and be In the Company of Women. Within each
season of 2018 we will create an evening of sacred space
for women of all ages to simply and significantly share
stories, explore guided imagery and other prayer
practices. Be refreshed by God’s spirit speaking in and
through each one gathered.
We will be experiencing a variety of ways to pray, to be in
a state of prayer, and to live prayerfully. Breathe some
inspiration into your prayer life, and healing into our
world.
We will have the opportunity to experience both prayer
that is done in community and prayer practices to
enhance individual prayer life. Give yourself the gift of
joining into circles of shared wisdom, hope, and support.
Join Mary Senechal, certified spiritual director, Polly
Manke, certified holistic coach, and Maren Koepf,
educator, as we explore languages of prayer.

440.247.6490
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Telling Our Story Spotlight
OPENING THE DOOR…
Recently, the members of the Telling Our Story
(TOS) Commission heard about two ways in
which Federated members have successfully
opened the door to make our
Federated faith family more
inclusive or to help others attain
their own goals. TOS wants to
share with you their stories and
what we learned...

Last year, Judy Kramer thoroughly enjoyed the Federated
concert that Chris Ludwa, our former Director of Music
Ministries, coordinated during Black History Month. After
hearing the concert, Judy thought it would be great if this
year the Federated choirs could host guest singers from the
Chagrin Falls Park community - to join us in celebrating
Black History Month! She shared this idea with her
contacts, especially Dee Rogers, at the Chagrin Falls Park
Community Center where Judy has volunteered as a tutor
for 20 years.
After many months of behind-the-scenes work – making
phone calls, meeting with folks, recruiting singers – and
experiencing her fair share of “back to square one” feelings,
Judy was overjoyed to see (and hear!) several Chagrin Falls
Park community members join us during Sunday services
on February 25, 2018.
Many thanks go to Judy
for spearheading this
endeavor and Joshua
Konow, our Music
Director, for his
enthusiastic willingness
to support her efforts.
Her hard work opened
the door for us to
experience a more
inclusive celebration.
She mentioned that each
of the choir guests were
so pleased with the warm, personal reception they received
from us after the services. We hope for more collaborations
to come!

440.247.6490

Rebecca Woehrle and her husband, Al, are residents of the
Breckenridge Retirement Community in Willoughby.
Rebecca’s calling began
when she saw the Oscarnominated documentary
film Knife Skills On the
Menu: a Second Chance
about the EDWINS
Leadership & Restaurant
Institute during the 2017
Chagrin Documentary Film
Festival. EDWINS provides
formerly-incarcerated men
and women the tools they
need to make desired changes in their lives with a sixmonth, tuition-free education in the culinary and hospitality
arts. After the film, the EDWINS Executive Director charged
the audience with finding job placements for the graduates
and Rebecca felt this calling.
She originally learned about EDWINS as the recipient of our
2015 Christmas Eve Offering. She then attended a
Primetime trip at the restaurant in April, 2017. Once at
home, Rebecca began working with the Breckenridge
management, asking them to consider interviewing
EDWINS graduates for professional chef positions. Through
her various phone calls and letters, Rebecca received her
fair share of “No” responses, but she persevered. She even
asked Hamilton to write a Letter of Recommendation on
behalf of the EDWINS program.
Eventually, Rebecca was able to arrange a meeting with
Breckenridge’s Executive Director, David Shell, and asked
Marilyn Pierson, a fellow Federated member and
Breckenridge resident, to help her share her mission.
Ultimately, David’s response was “Of course!” As a matter
of fact, David was then instrumental in getting all 12 of the
Ohio Living communities - of which Breckenridge is one - to
commit to interviewing EDWINS graduates.
We live our faith in worship and in deeds. Those deeds don’t
always need to be big and national newsworthy – like
parades and stand-downs – to make a difference.
Sometimes individual efforts are just as powerful. Judy and
Rebecca persisted and, in so doing, opened the doors for
others. It is wonderful to be involved in a church that is so
welcoming to folks from different communities and
supportive of our own member’s individual efforts. Thanks
be to God!
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Family and Youth Ministries

(K-6)
(B-PreK)

Good
Samaritan

Parables teach
us about God’s
love.

Big News!

I can tell others
about Jesus.

There will be no
Discovery Island (K-6th
grade) on Sunday, April 1.
Children are invited to
attend the Easter service
with their parents.
Kids Cove (BirthPreschool) will still be
available in Room 20.

Summer
Sunday School
3
10

26
11

1 6349

Enjoy the Earth: A Family
Activity

Saturday, April 21 | 10:00 am—noon
Family Life Center (FLC)
To honor the Earth and praise God for
creating such a beautiful home, we invite
all families, individuals, and youth, young
and old, to join us for an outdoor event as
we build a raised garden for the Summer
Sunday School program, do an earthfriendly activity, take a hike and clean up
the trail at the FLC, and have light
refreshments together. It is sure to be a
fun time for all. Come prepared dressed
appropriately to enjoy the outdoors.
If it rains, this event will be canceled. And
instead, on Sunday at mid-hour we will
have a planting activity for the children in
Fellowship Hall. For information email
Dawn Dole at coopdole@gmail.com

For more info: visit fedchurch.org/SSS
or email erinn.grube@gmail.com
440.247.6490
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