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May is Sunday School Teacher Recruitment Month!
“Sunday School Teaching Made Easy”

By Kristi Horner

Ken and I started teaching Sunday School the year after we graduated from college (that was a few years ago!). You can
ask Dorothy Quintin about our effectiveness because she was one of our first students when she was in first grade! Yes, I’ll
let YOU do the math! Ken was very comfortable in this role; he was a natural with first graders and always brought his
guitar (which was a big hit with little kids). I was NOT very comfortable, having little Christian education growing up. So, I
was deemed the ‘craft lady’. In our first church, which was in Cincinnati, we were given a booklet and showed where the
craft closet was. It was every man, woman and child for themselves. Ken and I grew in this
role and we learned a lot about the importance of prepping for a lesson (not winging it!), and
preparing the crafts and classroom in advance. Needless to say it was a LOT of work.
Fast forward three children, a few years and a move to Cleveland and we landed at
Federated. Of course, one of the first things Ken did was join the choir, and I signed on to
teach Sunday School. It was the least I could do with three children under the age of six in
the program! The first thing that surprised me was that I was told I could “just show up”... all
the crafts were prepared and laid out in advance, the lessons were planned every week and
the room would be completely prepared. WOW! I couldn’t believe it. All those years of
cutting small pieces of paper, assembling pieces and parts for projects were now behind me.
The next thing that was a huge bonus was I was told I would have “help.” Each week,
between three and five high school youth would show up and help me in the classroom.
WHAT? These youth have been lifesavers at every turn. I wonder if they even realize what a
huge help they are? You should thank a high school Sunday School helper the next time
you see them!

Honestly, I’ve done a lot
of different church
volunteering… nothing
could be easier! All you
need is a heart to serve!

I taught Sunday School every year for 25 years straight. When our kids “aged out” of
Sunday School and became high school helpers themselves, I felt it was time for a Sunday
School teacher sabbatical. After a few years off, I knew Kiersti and Emily had made it even
EASIER to teach and help in Sunday School – amazing, right? With a “shared teaching”
model, there is a list of volunteers contacted each unit, I get to pick the dates I am available
and am assigned one, maybe two, weeks every unit. There are always four or five high school helpers (honestly, we just
can’t survive without these helpers!) who handle ALL the messy stuff (think glue stuck to tables, marker “incidents,”
children who need redirection). There is also a class “shepherd” who is the constant and knows the children and families by
name. As a Sunday School teacher, you are emailed the lesson, read it over in advance, show up to a room completely set
up, are met by Kiersti/Emily to answer your questions, teach the one unit and waltz out. Easy breezy. Honestly, I’ve done a
lot of different church volunteering... nothing could be easier! All you need is a heart to serve!
If you are interested in volunteering or have questions, please contact Kiersti Critchfield at kcritchfield@fedchurch.org or
440.246.6490 ext. 218.
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Inquirers Class
Our Spring Inquirers Class for those considering membership is coming up!
We believe that faith is developed through practice in Christian community. If you are looking for a community in which
to develop and explore your faith, we invite you into membership here. Our Inquirers Class provides a wonderful
opportunity to take a fresh look at the meaning of Christ for our times, and explore the programs and purpose of The
Federated Church. It is also a great chance to meet some other people who are considering membership at Federated.
Membership is a statement of your commitment to Federated and its mission. It also affords you the opportunity to vote
on issues that matter to our faith community and to serve as an elected or appointed lay leader. Interested? Then we
invite you to attend our Inquirers Class. Please note that attending the classes can be exploratory; it does not obligate
you to join our church. Childcare is available on request.
We offer Inquirers Classes in the fall and in the spring. Here are the dates for our next class. Plan to attend both evenings.
Wednesday, May 23, 7:00pm – 9:30pm
Bell Street
Wednesday, May 30, 6:30pm – 9:30pm
Bell Street (light dinner served)
This class will be received into membership at Federated on
Sunday, June 10 at the 10:00 am worship service held at the
Family Life Center at 16349 Chillicothe Road.
If you have any questions about the church and its mission, or the classes, please contact Hamilton Throckmorton,
(440.247.6490 ext. 110, hamthrock@fedchurch.org) or Susi Kawolics (440.247.6490 ext. 310, skawolics@fedchurch.org).
Sign up at the Reception Desk after worship, by calling the church at 440.247.6490 or by emailing Melinda Smith at
smithm@fedchurch.org.

Have you signed up for Federated’s NEW Picture Directory?
More than 140 families already have—It is going to be great!

We need YOU to make it complete! Sign-ups have started, so appointments are filling up quickly. Sign up
NOW to get your preferred time.
Sign-up one of three ways:
Online at fedchurch.org/directory
After Sunday worship services in the lobby
By calling Melinda Smith at the church, 440.247.6490 ext. 124
You do not need to be a member of Federated to participate, just a familiar face.
And there is NO COST to participate. Those who do will receive a FREE copy of
the directory and a FREE 8x10 portrait.
For dates & times for photography see the insert in this newsletter or go to
fedchurch.org/directory
Don’t miss this opportunity to get a directory of all your Federated friends! The only way to get a copy of the
directory is to be in the directory.
440.247.6490
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From the Desk of Susi

Sunday, May 6
Rev. Susi Kawolics preaches
Communion Served

Dear friends—
In the February SPIRE, I wrote about what my plans were for my
sabbatical/vacation time from February 19 through March 27. Because,
as we all know, plans and reality quite often end up being two different
things, I thought I would share with you some of what I actually did
during this renewing, refreshing, recharging time away.
One of my favorite quotes is “The longest journey you will ever take is
from your head to your heart.” While my time away did involve actual
physical travel, it was also a time of inward journeying. And one way I
find most helpful for me in that regard is walking labyrinths, a practice
that truly grounds me in my prayer life. So I decided that while
traveling, I would set a goal of walking labyrinths in in various states. I
spent 1 ½ weeks in Arizona and walked five labyrinths there. After
returning, I also walked labyrinths in Indiana, Connecticut, New York
and Massachusetts. Each one evoked different prayers and intentions,
and was wonderful in its own unique way. Snowstorms during this time
managed to thwart plans to walk in Michigan, Rhode Island and New
Hampshire – so those states remain on my “to do” list.
In addition to spiritual renewal through meditative walking, my journey
inward is also nourished by connecting with my family and close friends.
In Arizona, I stayed in two different places with dear friends, and
relished the time to really be with them during those days. During the
nearly two weeks that I was home, I found time to have lunch or coffee
with friends. Unexpectedly, both of my daughters were home for a
weekend, and I was able to enjoy their company as well. The sabbatical
ended with renting a house in New Paltz, NY so that our whole family
could spend some time together. All this sharing with friends and family
is truly balm for my soul.
I so appreciate your prayers and your support that I had throughout this
time away. I came back much refreshed, and ready to take on my
responsibilities for holy week and Easter preparations. Lent became a
true spiritual journey, a time of contemplation, opening me to take in
more fully the resurrection joy of Easter.
May you find time and space for journeys
– both inward and outward – that offer
blessing, renewal and peace in your lives.
In Christ’s Peace,

440.247.6490

MAY WORSHIP SERVICES

THE FEDERATED CHURCH

9 am Worship & Sunday School
Music by The Ensemble
11 am Worship & Sunday School
Music by Chancel Choir

Sunday, May 13—Mother’s Day
Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton preaches
Music Appreciation Sunday

9 am Worship & Sunday School
Music by Combined Choirs, Bell Choir, &
Children’s Choir
11 am Worship & Sunday School
Music by Combined Choirs, Bell Choir, &
Children’s Choir

Sunday, May 20—Pentecost Sunday
Rev. Mark Simone preaches
Confirmation Sunday
UCC Strengthen the Church Offering (See p. 10)
9 am Worship & Sunday School
Music by The Ensemble
11 am Worship & Sunday School
Music by Chancel Choir

Sunday, May 27—Trinity Sunday
Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton preaches
First Service of Summer Schedule
Held at the Family Life Center*
10 am Family Worship
Music by Pickup Choir

*Worship Services on Sunday, May 27 through and
including Sunday, September 9 (Rally Day) will be
held out at the Family Life Center due to Capital
Campaign construction at the Bell St. location.
Summer Sunday School (K—6) will run June 3August 26. The nursery (Birth—Pre-K) will also be
available all summer.
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Church Council News
What exciting times for Federated’s future as we embark on projects of
renewal designed to enhance our spaces and open doors to opportunities
for God’s outreach and impact!
The April meeting of Church Council welcomed guest, Tim Lybarger,
Executive Director of Encore NEO and recent partner with Federated,
donating 10 hours per week to support Federated with strategic project
development. Tim described to Council a variety of tools and processes he
offers for framing ideas and projects in ways that help each team amplify
and prioritize the mission and values of our church. Tim highlighted one
design team’s work as it envisions a church-sponsored outdoor preschool at
the Family Life Center, cultivating curiosity and outdoor exploration. This
focus stems from the efforts of our Properties Feasibility Task Force to
discern ways to optimize the use and impact of our exceptional properties
as mission.
Hamilton and all members of Council share tremendous gratitude to all who
participated in the exceptional services and offerings of Holy Week. The
intergenerational initiative of Zach LeFeber’s Mark-a-thon, the
dramatizations of the passion story, and the breathtaking music and liturgy
of Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, and Easter services lifted and inspired.
Risen, indeed!

Current Lay Leaders
Church Council

Ken Horner, Rob Goble, Robin Harbage, Elaine
Witmer, Maren Koepf (Moderator), Erinn Grube,
Shawn Rockhold, Doug Harlan, Beth Rutkowski,
Peggie Jo Shinagawa, Dan Kershner

Commissions
Congregational Care

Ann-Marie Heston, Karen Zoltowicz (Co-chair),
Alexandra Ziots, Jane Biggar (Co-chair), Carol Kelly,
Judy Maloni, Carole Halberg, Diane Tuuri, Judy
Riemenschneider

Mission & Service

Lynne Kessell, Gay Quintin, Leslie Fincun, Linda
Zelazny (co-chair), Judy Lineweaver, Don Hoke, Jim
Meyer, David Telfer (co-chair), (1) opening

Spiritual Formation

Barbara Patton, Stacy Cianciolo, Dorothy Quintin,
Cassie Moran, Kristin LeFeber, Cathy Digel, Sunny
Doxey, Thea Mozingo, Mary Senechal (chair)

Telling Our Story

Harriett Rogers, Diana Weber-Gardner, Bob
Munson (co-chair), Katie Swanson-Harbage, Todd
Smith (co-chair), Pete Bednar, Laura Taylor,
(2) openings

Worship & Music

On another note, Hamilton announced Emily Culp’s decision to leave her
position at Federated at the end of this program year to serve in the VA’s
chaplaincy program. As Director of Family Ministries, Emily coordinated
programming focused on drawing parents and children into a community
of support, faith-filled living, and joy. We encourage congregants to express
your appreciation for Emily’s devoted ministry and compassionate
contribution.

Sally Ramsey, Gary Dole (chair), Toni Harris, Nancie
Skonezny, Curtis Grube, Sibyl McBride, Nancy
Isham, Dave Strauch, Laura Reed

Federated’s new Lead Custodian, Eric Mosley, brings great skill, a cheerful
heart, and attention to detail. Please introduce yourself to Eric so that he
may come to know and love all the characters and names that make up our
Federated Family.

Jim Young, Chris Bednar, Bill Franz

Renovations and upgrades to the Sanctuary area commence the end of
May, so we can expect dumpsters, scaffolding, roofing materials, etc. to
arrive. While our worship “home” will move to the Family Life Center for a
10:00 service this summer, weekly programming will continue at 76 Bell as
much as possible.
Anyone who has experienced living amidst construction projects knows this
can be temporarily stressful as routines and materials get a bit displaced.
Together, let’s hold up the promise and anticipation of new life and spirited
spaces to come, while demonstrating relentless patience and loving support
for one another throughout this exciting but challenging process.
Jeremiah 29:11 “For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord,
plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.”

Elected Committees
Finance

Becky Gruss (chair), Steve Patton, (1) opening

Human Resources
Legacy

Paul Neidhardt, Roger Pettibone (chair), Peter
Franz, Alex Taylor, Ralph Hegsted

Membership

Kate Walsh, Rose Brown, Ann Lentz

Nominating & Leadership

Martine Scheuermann, Dave Butz, Phil Fogarty

Properties

Paul Koepf, Keith Mast, Bill Lentz

Appointed Committee
Stewardship Committee
(3) openings

Western Reserve Assoc. Delegates
Susan Lampson, Jim Ogle, Kate Walsh

Ohio Conference Delegates
Susan Lampson, Kate Walsh

Next Church Council meeting—May 1 at 7:00 pm in the Lounge
- Maren Koepf, Moderator
440.247.6490
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Federated News & Updates
Shopping Plaza Parking Alert

Business Office Changes

We were made aware that, even on Sundays, we are only
allowed to park in spaces in the Village Shopping Plaza lot
that are marked for 2-hour or public parking. Our cars will
be ticketed on any day at any time if we park in yellowlined spaces designated by signs that read, “Plaza
Employee Permit Parking
Only.”
These prohibited spaces are on
the south side of the lot and
along the sides of Heinens and
CVS. Be sure to park in spaces in
the “belly” of the lot – spaces are
lined with white, and sometimes
green, stripes.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Amy
Eugene, Senior Director of Operations at
aeugene@fedchurch.org or 440.247.6490 ext. 145.

Goodbye to Emily Culp

Stephen Ministry News
Sunday, April 29 we celebrate the commissioning of our
new class of Stephen Ministers at Federated Church.
Stephen Ministry is a national program which trains lay
people to offer comfort and care in one-on-one
relationships with those who are hurting. Here at
Federated, we have been training Stephen Ministers since
1982 and have trained 189 people. We are commissioning
a class of five new people who have completed their 50
hours of training. Congratulations to our newest Stephen
Ministers: Cindy Barclay, Claudia O’Brien, Linnea
Rostek, Barry Stees and Diane Tuuri, along with one of
our Stephen Leaders, Dan Kershner.
We have five Stephen Leaders who work as a team and
offered the classes for our trainees: Kristi Horner, Susi
Kawolics, Dan Kershner, Darlene Nichols, and Elaine
Witmer. Trainees become skilled in caring for people in
many ways, including: being a non-anxious presence,
listening attentively, offering compassion, care, and nonjudgmental acceptance.
We have Stephen Ministers available to support you if you
are going through a difficult struggle. If you, or anyone
you know either within or outside of the church
community, could benefit from having a Stephen
Minister, please let either Rev. Susi Kawolics
(skawolics@fedchurch.org) or Darlene Nichols, our
Pastoral Care Administrator (dnichols@fedchurch.org)
know by emailing or calling 440.247.6490. We would love
to talk with you about all that Stephen Ministry can offer.
440.247.6490

We have contracted with Judy Kreger, former Federated
Church bookkeeper, to provide bookkeeping services
while we develop a plan to address our long-term needs.
Jessica Paradise, Business Administration Assistant, has
moved on to other endeavors outside of Federated
Church. Amy Eugene is filling her role until new plans are
implemented.

It is with a sad heart that we announce the departure of
Emily Culp, our Director of Family Ministries and CoDirector of Children’s Ministries. Emily will be beginning
a unit of Clinical Pastoral Education as a chaplain at the
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). After the 10week program, she will continue in full-time chaplaincy
work there.
She will be dearly missed on
staff, but we are thrilled that
she has decided to remain a
member here and will still be
part of the Federated family.
We wish her God’s blessings
on her new path in ministry,
and thank her for all her
service here at Federated.

Federated Art Gallery on Vacation
Federated Church Art Gallery will be taking a break for
the summer months.
Sadly, Federated Church's Art Gallery will close for the
season at the end of April, as our current artist, Leesa
Belcher will be moving to Florida the first of May and
taking her art with her. If you wish to purchase one of her
pictures, contact her now before it's too late!
The artistic sunrise will rise again in mid-September when
our next artist will hang her work focused on nature and
world-scene photography.

THE FEDERATED CHURCH

ý www.fedchurch.org

Page 6

The SPIRE

Federated News & Updates
Rejoice & Renew May Capital Campaign Projects Update—Spring Cleaning
It’s spring cleaning time! Can you help? Ya know how your closets fill up with stuff (!) when you live in a place for a while?
Well, we’ve got 75 years of stuff that has accumulated! As a part of renewing this facility of ours, the Properties
Committee would like to clean out our closets (storage rooms, corners, nooks and crannies).
However, being good stewards of our properties also requires us to carefully ask:
1. Can we still use this?
2. Is this valuable to someone?
3. Is it part of an on-going ministry?
4. Can it go to Trinkets & Treasures?
5. Or, is it trash?
As a result, everything we clean out will be on display in Fellowship Hall for a limited time. If you want it, take it.
Clean-up days are Mondays from 9:00-11:00 am. Please contact Paul Koepf and come help! (paullkoepf@gmail.com or
216.410.2101). Many hands make light work!

No More Cell Phone Recycling

Job Openings

Beginning at the end of May, Federated will NO LONGER
collect and recycle old cell phones. We will continue to recycle
ink cartridges and eyeglasses at the Bell St. reception desk.
We thank everyone who has donated over the years.

Federated is looking to fill two summer positions:
Summer Sunday School Intern and Seasonal
Groundkeeper. Information about how to apply can be
found at fedchurch.org/jobs.

SPIRE Deadline

Holiday Building Closure

Do you have something you’d like to see appear in the next
edition of the SPIRE? Please email your information to Trisha
Holland at communications@fedchurch.org by Tuesday,
May 15 for inclusion in the June SPIRE. Thank you!

The Bell St. campus and the Family
Life Center will be closed on Monday,
May 28 and the American flag will fly
in celebration of Memorial Day.

Federated Happenings
Daniel Plan is on the horizon again!
This time there are no health screenings, and you did not
have to participate the first time to join in now! Meetings
will be once a month, informal and fun. We are looking
forward to finding new inspiration to continue with our
healthy living. We are planning two meeting times for the
first meeting. Future meetings will be planned from there.
Come join us for the Daniel Plan Essentials, see what all the
fun was about last summer or rejoin us to learn new tips on
living healthy through faith, food, fitness, focus and friends!
440.247.6490

We hope you can make one of
these initial meetings:
Wednesday, May 2, 9:30 am
Family Life Center Hearth Room
Sunday, May 6, 10:00 am
Bell St. Lounge
Call the church at 440.247.6490 to
sign up! If you have questions, contact Jane Biggar
216.469.6948 or jcbiggar4@gmail.com.
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Federated Happenings
Social Justice Advocacy Ministry (SJAM) Team
In order to address issues more effectively, our Social Justice Advocacy Ministry Team has formed six subcommittees to
focus on various issues: Immigration, Environment, Anti-Gun Violence, Racism, Healthcare and LGBTQ concerns. Here are
some things happening in the various areas, along with the person who is heading up that sub-committee:
Anti-Gun Violence (Judy Majcen): The March 19 showing of the movie 91% was very well attended. It dovetailed with the
March 24 “March for Our Lives” marches around the country, in which many of our members participated. Please be
especially watchful and vigilant about the up-coming “stand your ground” bill that is being proposed in Ohio, and be sure
to communicate strongly with your representative about your opinion.
Environment (Dawn Dole): The month of April was focused on environmental issues in recognition of Earth Day. Various
highlights included faith witnesses by Diane Tuuri and Ward Pierson during worship services, providing information on
recycling, selling fair-trade beverages, demonstrating energy efficient lights, planning the April 22 worship service themed
on Earth Day, and leading a family activity on April 21 with planting and a nature hike. We also had a showing of the
movie A Plastic Ocean on April 16, which was attended by 50 people! The conversation was passionate and productive,
giving us all ideas on what we can do to help heal our precious, fragile, hurting planet Earth.
Immigration (Judy Kramer): A vigil in support of sensible and compassionate DACA legislation was held at Triangle Park in
the Village of Chagrin Falls on Saturday, April 14. The silent protest is being sponsored by DreamActivist Ohio, Cleveland
Jobs With Justice, Indivisible CLE, LOIRA, America's Voice Ohio, InterReligious Task Force on Central America and
Colombia, and Greater Cleveland Immigrant Support Network. The visual image of nearly 700 pairs of empty shoes laid
out, with signs saying “Who will fill our shoes?” was a striking symbol of the reality that 690 people are deported from this
country daily! This vigil was attended by members of our ministry team, and Rev. Susi Kawolics was the speaker who broke
the silence. Please mark your calendars for the fundraiser on Saturday, June 16 at our Family Life Center to support
HOLA, a grassroots Latino organization based in NE Ohio.
Racism (Barry Stees): We currently have a group studying the UCC White Privilege Curriculum meeting here at Federated
Church, and also one that is meeting with members of South Euclid Congregational Church, studying a new curriculum
entitled Sacred Conversations. Both groups are seeking to better understand the roots of racial tensions, and work towards
allying with those who are discriminated against because of race.
LGBTQ (Susi Kawolics): Please join us for our next Movie night on Monday, May 21. We will show the movie Call Me
Malcolm - more info is below. We will also be gathering a group to participate in the Gay Pride March on Saturday, June 2.
More information will be forthcoming as we receive it.
Our other groups and leaders include Healthcare (Dan Kershner) and our Community Outreach Coordinator (Bill Shaul).
If you are interested in learning more or participating in any of these areas, or want to be informed by email about
legislation and our upcoming events, contact the leader, or Rev. Susi Kawolics at skawolics@fedchurch.org or
440.247.6490 ext. 310. Please join us at our next meeting — Sunday, June 3 at the Family Life Center following worship.

Movie Night: Sponsored by SJAM

Monday, May 21 | 7:00—9:00 pm | Family Life Center Youth Room
Movie: “Call Me Malcolm”
Come witness an amazing story of the human spirit and God's spirit, and the liberating
struggle to realize and express with confidence the marvelous gift of one's truest sense of
self, offering us a glimpse into the real lives of real people who are transgender.
Everyone is invited to attend the movie and conversation. Come, and bring a friend!
440.247.6490
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Federated Happenings
Fellowship Treats
The Congregational Care Commission is cheerily scheduling treats
during Sunday fellowship hours. Congregation members will take turns
bringing in treats based their last names.
Please bring in treats that are cut-up and ready to serve. Healthy food
choices are especially welcome! Please no nuts. Food can be
set out on the food table in Fellowship Hall when you
come to church. Thank you for helping make our
fellowship hours delicious and enjoyable!
Here is the schedule for upcoming weeks:
May 6 - last names beginning with C or D
May 13 - last names beginning with E, F or G
May 20 - last names beginning with H, I, J or K
May 27 - all congregants invited to bring treats to the Family Life Center

Spring Renewal Through Prayer:
10 ‘Languages’ of prayer
Thursday, May 3 | 7:00 pm
Bell St. Fellowship Hall

Come and be In the Company of
Women. Within each season of 2018 we will
create an evening of sacred space for women
of all ages to simply and significantly share
stories, explore guided imagery and other
prayer practices. Be refreshed by God’s spirit
speaking in and through each one gathered.
We will experience a variety of ways to pray,
to be in a state of prayer, and to live
prayerfully. Breathe some inspiration into your
prayer life, and healing into our world.
We will have the opportunity to experience
both prayer that is done in community and
prayer practices to enhance individual prayer
life. Give yourself the gift of joining into circles
of shared wisdom, hope, and support.

Men’s Breakfast

Saturday, May 5 | 8:00—10:00 am
Bell St. Fellowship Hall
Come Hear: Martin Dek—
One of the Lost Boys of the Sudan
In the Darfur Region of Sudan, a 20-year civil war
killed two million people and displaced four million. 20,000 boys lost
their families and were forced to flee. They wandered hundreds of
miles across the desert, and ended up in a Kenyan refugee camp
where they spent ten years of their life. 4,000 of these “Lost Boys”
have come to America as part of a refugee resettlement effort.
Cost: $10 (includes hot breakfast)
Call 440.247.6490 to make reservations.

Join Mary Senechal, certified spiritual director,
Polly Manke, certified holistic coach, and
Maren Koepf, educator, as we explore
languages of prayer.

Save the Date:
Silent Saturday—

Praying through Labyrinth and Centering
Saturday, June 9 | 8:30 am—12:00 pm
Family Life Center
Journey to the Divine; Journey to your heart.

Blood Drive

Explore the indwelling presence of God.
There will be opportunities for labyrinth
walking and for centering prayer.

Monday, June 4 | 1:00—6:00 pm
Bell Street Fellowship Hall
The American Red Cross strives to maintain a safe
and stable blood supply. Please do your part by
making an appointment to donate blood by calling
1.800-733-2767 to select an appointment time or go online at
RedCross-Blood.org or be a “walk-in donor.”

More info to come. Questions? Contact Rev.
Susi Kawolics at skawolics@fedchurch.org.

All blood types are in demand. To volunteer your help with the
canteen the day of the blood drive or for any other questions, please
contact Carole Mason at wfmason36@gmail.com.
440.247.6490
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Federated Happenings
Save the Date: All Church Camp Out
Saturday, June 9 —Sunday, June 10
Family Life Center
Join us for this fun outdoor event!
Camping. Games. Hiking. Campfire. Singing. S’mores.
Enjoy the outdoors and take time to enjoy God’s creation.
Mark your calendars and stay tuned for more info!

Save the Date: Annual Golf Outing
June 2

Supporting the Colorado Kids.
Look for more information
coming soon.
Questions can
be directed to Marty at
mculbert@fedchurch.org

Telling Our Story Spotlight
Make Music for God…
Joshua Konow’s Journey to
Director of Music Ministries at Federated Church
“Play music as if you are playing for God.” Joshua Konow often
heard this adage from his father while growing up in
Wisconsin. After graduating from the Manhattan School of
Music as a Piano Performance major, Joshua attended the
Cleveland Institute of Music (CIM) graduate program.
Cleveland had a nice mix of the Midwest culture that Joshua
was used to from back home, along with everything that he
needed in a big city. In addition, the experience of being
accepted into Professor Antonio Pompa-Baldi’s private studio
was a huge honor. CIM made Joshua acutely aware of what it
takes to be a modern performance professional.
This was also a period of personal growth for Joshua: living
alone in his first apartment in Coventry and finding jobs to pay
the bills. Joshua began teaching piano at the Avon School of
Music. He had no car, which required him to take three buses
to Crocker Park in Westlake and bicycle to Avon from there –
in all sorts of weather. This was all a part of his journey to us,
including: his first church job at Aurora Methodist Church,
conducting the TrueNorth Chamber Orchestra in Avon Lake,
building his own private studio, adding after-school gigs at
University School, Laurel School and Beachwood’s Thrive Arts
Center, and finally, holding music positions at the Strongsville
United Church of Christ and Westlake Methodist Church. This
last position taught him to be more aware of the entire
worship experience within a church – learning how to choose
music based upon each worship service’s message. And
Federated already benefits from that lesson!
Joshua met his wife, Rebecca, as a fellow graduate student of
CIM while she was earning her masters in Cello Performance &
Pedagogy. After a two-year stint with the Civic Orchestra of
440.247.6490

Chicago, Rebecca returned to Cleveland where she became
involved with the Rainey Institute (Federated’s 2013 Christmas
Eve Offering recipient), the Methodist Church in Chagrin Falls,
as well as the Solon Center for the Arts. Joshua’s introduction
to the Solon Philharmonic Orchestra was through Rebecca.
She taught music for the Solon Center for the Arts’ Music
Camp one summer, but couldn’t the next summer. It was
fortuitous when Joshua applied for that summer teaching
position because, seeing his experience, they informed him
that the Solon Philharmonic’s conductor position was open.
He applied and has been there ever since!
Joshua and Rebecca were married in 2015 and have just
recently built a house in Twinsburg. The mortgage financing
process made Joshua aware of how important it was to
continue to pursue a full-time position and, luckily for us, he
saw Federated’s Music Director posting on the American Guild
of Organists website. He and Rebecca broke ground on their
house on their wedding anniversary and on the day of their
house closing Joshua was offered the job at Federated! He and
Rebecca are happily settled at home now and are expecting
their first child in July.
Joshua feels fortunate being here at Federated. The Director
of Music Ministry position allows him the opportunity to
combine his strengths in
performance, teaching, and
music interpretation (going
beyond notes and rhythm)
while being embraced by a
larger network of people
who are also passionate
about music in the church.
By combining all of his
strengths here at
Federated, he is helping
others make music for God.
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Mission & Service Opportunities
Please join us in planting the seeds
needed to grow and sustain our
denomination by making a gift to the
Strengthen the Church offering on
Sunday, May 20.
The Strengthen the Church offering
supports the expansion of ministry
and growth of UCC local
congregations. Your support of this
offering will help the UCC fulfill its
commitment to creating a just world
for all by investing in new ministries
and practices that meet the
emerging needs of local
communities.

Opportunity to help out at the “Need a Prayer?” booth at Blossomtime
The Chagrin Valley Council of Churches, to which Federated Church belongs, has rented a booth for the Blossomtime
Celebration at Riverside Park from Thursday, May 24 through Monday, May 28. We will have information about the local
churches and will be offering prayerful support to those who come by. We are inviting people from member churches to
sign up for one-hour slots to staff the booth.
This is a great way to offer support to people who may be struggling. Here’s how: (1.) If you’re comfortable, you can pray
with or for someone right there OR (2.) You can just talk to them, find out their need, and offer to pray for them later AND/
OR (3.) We will also have paper and pencils so people can write down their prayer requests, and we will then disburse them
to the churches for their members to pray. For anyone interested, there will be a training offered on how to pray with
people on Wednesday, May 16 at noon and at 7 pm – your choice. It will be led by Rev. Shaun Drefahl and held at
Bainbridge Community UCC (17751 Chillicothe Rd in Bainbridge).
If you would be willing to staff the booth for an hour, please go to fedchurch.org/events to find the sign-up link.
Please help us to show God’s love and care for others by volunteering for this unique opportunity. Contact Rev. Susi
Kawolics with any questions or concerns, or to sign up: skawolics@fedchurch.org or 440.247.6490 ext. 310.

440.247.6490
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Family and Youth Ministries

(K-6)
(B-PreK)

Good
Samaritan

Parables teach
us about God’s
love.

Work of Art

God has a plan
for me.

Summer
Sunday
School

3
10

11

1 6349

For more info: fedchurch.org/SSS
or email erinn.grube@gmail.com
440.247.6490
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CLERGY
Hamilton Throckmorton, Senior Pastor
Mark Simone, Associate Pastor, Family Ministries
* Susi Kawolics, Associate Pastor, Worship Planning & Faith Formation
Administration and Staff
Amy Eugene, Senior Director of Operations
Melinda Smith, Congregational Life Administrator
* Trisha Holland, Marketing & Communications Specialist
* Darlene Nichols, Pastoral Care Administrator
* Dolly Herschel, Primetime Coordinator
Eric Mosley, * Larry McGurer, Daniel Pecchio, * Jimmy Morris,
Jake Magalski, Custodians
Music Staff
Joshua Konow, Director of Music Ministries
* Marcia Snavely, Organist
* Thaddeus Quintin, Director of the Federated Bell Choir
* Pat Haynish, Director of Children’s Choir
Children’s Ministries Staff
* Marty Culbertson, Director Junior High Youth Program
* Kiersti Critchfield, Co-Director of Children’s Ministries, Birth-6
* Emily Culp, Co-Director of Children’s Ministries, K-6 and Director
of Family Ministries
* Alex Bell, Lianna Davis, Trisha Holland, Childcare Providers
* denotes part-time staff

