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Tom Trenney:
Organist, Composer, and Conductor
Sunday, May 1, 10 AM and 4:30 PM
Sanctuary
10 am:
“Mister Rogers: Being a Good Neighbor Might Just be
Enough After All”
At our Sunday worship service, Tom Trenney shares spiritual
insight on the inspiration of Mister Roger’s Neighborhood-where we experienced Jesus in puppetry and parable
without ever hearing the "Word."
4:30 pm:
“Hymn Festival: Will You Come and Follow Me?”
Organist, composer and conductor Tom Trenney comes
'home' to Northeast Ohio to lead a mass choir and
congregation in a festival of hymns, psalms, and spiritual
songs that will inspire us to answer God's call to do justice,
love kindness, and walk humbly with our God. No tickets
needed. A free-will offering will be collected. $20 suggested
donation. Co-sponsored by the American Guild of Organists

Celebrate Your Mom on
Mother’s Day: A Call for
Pictures
Celebrate your Mom during worship this
Mother’s Day by sharing a picture of your
mom or maybe a picture of you with your
mom! A slideshow of submitted photos will be
shown during the worship service on May 8.
Please submit images to Marty at
mculbert@fedchurch.org by Monday,
May 2. Include your name and your mother's
name with your submission.

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. - 1 Corinthians 12: 4
Dear Friends,
It is my great joy to join the community of Federated Church as your Designated Associate Pastor. As I anticipate
the time that we will share together, my spirit is full of gratitude and excitement. I have been learning about what a
wonderful congregation you are: your Christ-centered ministries of love for the world, your energy and
commitment to justice ministries and creation care, your gifted staff, and, most of all, you, the people of this church.
I know that you bring a variety of different gifts in response to the love of God, the peace of Jesus Christ, and the
courage of the Holy Spirit.
I have a deep love for the life of the church. I have been immersed in this love since childhood, when my
grandmother created and nurtured children’s ministries in our church in a way that was ahead of her time. Over the
years, I have served congregations as Director of Faith Formation, a role that led me to seminary where I found my
calling to ordained ministry. I come to you having recently moved back to Ohio from Boston where my husband,
Matt, was serving as senior minister at a UCC congregation. While there, I earned my Master of Divinity at Boston
University School of Theology and was approved for ordination in the United Church of Christ. During this time, I
served as a Seminarian at Old South Church in Boston and as a Chaplaincy Fellow at Wellesley College, and I
completed Clinical Pastoral Education at Brigham and Women's Hospital. These were wonderful years, but now we
are glad to be home. Our grown sons live in the Midwest (one of them right here in greater Cleveland), as do many
members of our extended family.
I am passionate about the sacred and diverse
creation of God into which we are born, both in the
natural world and in the lives of people as diverse
as the cultures from which we come. I believe that
each local church ministry is made richer when we
welcome people from different backgrounds and
walks of life. The act of making the inclusiveness of
God’s love real in our congregations, and in
relationship with our neighbors near and far, is
central to my call to follow in the way of Jesus and
in my call to congregational ministry.
The Church has always been enriched by a variety of
gifts and services, united by God’s Spirit. I look
forward to joining you in this community of God as we
minister together!

With Joy and Thanksgiving,
Betsy

Worship Themes for Easter Season
Worship themes for the season of Easter this year will
explore the theme “This Christian Life,” and will explore
what it means to live as a Christian, a follower of Christ,
in these days. Most of us have numerous associations
with the word “Christian,” some appealing, and some, no
doubt, not so appealing.

During the Easter season during the month of May, we’ll
delve into how we might fully claim that identity as
Christian. Join us!
May 1: Special guest preacher, Tom Trenney, from First
Plymouth Church in Lincoln, NE, who will reflect on the
enduring spiritual significance of Mr. Rogers (who was,
incidentally, an ordained Presbyterian minister). The
reading will be Luke 10:25-37.
May 8, Mother’s Day: Psalm 23 and Christian Comfort
May 15: Revelation 21:1-6 and Christian Quenching
May 22: John 14:23-29 and Christian Peace
May 29: John 17:20-26 and Christian Unity

UPCOMING WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Services: Weekly at 10 AM
Livestream & In-person worship
with Sunday School and Child Care
Sunday, May 1

Special Guest Preacher Tom Trenney
- Communion celebrated
Music by Federated Choir

Sunday, May 8—Mother’s Day

Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton preaches
Music by Children’s Choir & Henry Horvath

Sunday, May 15

Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton preaches
Music by Federated Choir

Sunday, May 22

Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton preaches
Graduating High School seniors recognized
Music by Federated Choir

Sunday, May 29

Betsy Wooster preaches
***ONLINE ONLY***

Worship Online
Memorial Day Weekend
Sunday, May 29
Due to Blossom Time in the Village over Memorial Day
Weekend, we will not be worshiping in person at Bell
Street on Sunday, May 29. We will still have worship that
day, but in an online capacity only.
Remember, you can easily find our online services by
going to fedchurch.org, and scrolling down to the “View
Online Worship” button.

Worship Every Sunday
In-person & Online
10:00 AM
Online Worship on our
YouTube Channel:

TheFederatedChurch

Greetings from the Church Council
A Message from Rick Bryan, Moderator
May the grace and peace from God be with you all.
Too often, the congregation only hears from the Church Council during the Annual Meeting in February, or if there
is a special announcement or issue. The goal in this message is to update you on the important work the Church
Council is doing on your behalf.
The Council meets the first Tuesday of each month from 7 – 8:30 PM. Since the pandemic, we have been meeting
via Zoom. Our meetings open with prayer, and a report from our clerk, Peggie Jo Shinagawa, who has been so
attentive and responsive to the constitutional and policy guidelines of the church.
We receive formal reports from Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton and Melissa Owen, Senior Director of People &
Operations, which are helpful updates on the spiritual and operational life of Federated Church. There are often
questions from these reports, which leads to interaction among all members of the Council.
The current Church Council members are Brendan Buescher, Past Moderator; Peggie Jo; Doug Harlan; Alexandra
Ziots; Dan Kershner; Diane Tuuri; and Kelly Kimball. Hamilton Throckmorton is a voting member of the Church
Council. Melissa Owen is a non-voting member of Council.
As outlined in the Annual Meeting in February, the Council’s focus is two-fold. The first is the oversight of the
Associate Pastor Search Committee. The second is the implementation of the Visionary Action Plan (VAP); the
strategic blueprint for Federated Church in the next three to five years. In the past months, we have formulated our
tasks in assigning action steps to each of the six commissions and six committees.
Our initial focus has been on the overlap between the Worship and Music Commission and the Congregational Care
Commission. In the month of May, we will focus on the Telling Our Story Commission.
We could use your help in terms of your time and talent in serving on the Church Council, or one of the Commissions
or Committees. This is a direct nudge to recruit and solicit you to become involved in the life of the church, beyond
simply attending worship. Some of you are quite active in one of our ministry teams, for which we are grateful. Some
have served as a church leader in prior years and feel it is time for others to step up. We remain grateful for your
past work and faithful expertise.
In the past few weeks, five members of the congregation have been elected to a commission or committees. Thank
you to Carolyn Shaul, Phil Fogarty, Rose Brown, Dawn Herdman, and Betsy Mast.
Generally, these appointments are three-year terms. Commission or committee meetings average once a month
for an hour to 90 minutes. There is a chair of each group.
The six Church Commissions are:
Worship and Music – Glorifying God in Worship and Communion
Congregational Care - Bonding our Federated Church Community
Spiritual Life - Encouraging being Shaped in the Christian Gospel
Mission and Service – Encouraging Involvement in Mission and Service to the great community.
Telling our Story – Sharing our Faith
Generosity - Sharing our Resources
Each Commission has openings for an interested member of the congregation. The greatest need is in the Worship
and Music Commission. They work to glorify God and to coordinate and enhance the spiritual life of Federated
Church through the conduct of public worship, the ministry of music, and the care of the Sanctuary and furnishings.
As well they prepare the elements and assist with the serving of Communion on the first Sunday of each month.
Next month, we will highlight the church standing committees. Please consider joining our lay leadership team at
Federated Church. Contact Peggie Jo Shinagawa at pjshinagawa@windstream.net or 216.401.2287.

Fellowship Treats
We are so excited to be starting Fellowship Hour back up again after
Sunday worship services. And that means we’re in need of fellowship
treats!
We will go back to our alphabet list as before. Members of the
congregation take turns bringing in treats for fellowship time
following the service on Sundays, as scheduled by the
Congregational Care Commission.
Please bring ready-to-serve treats in disposable containers. Healthy food choices are especially welcome. Please
no nuts. Thank you for helping to make our fellowship time delicious and enjoyable!
May 15 – last names beginning with A or B
May 22 – last names beginning with C or D

Communion to the Confined Ministry Training
Sunday, May 22, 11:30 AM
Lounge
Communion is a solemn and sacred moment between God and you – so imagine how you would feel being unable
to participate in communion with your church family because of a prolonged physical or mental condition?
The Congregational Care Commission is sponsoring training to provide individuals who are confined. Persons who
feel called to this ministry should register to attend this session led by Senior Pastor Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton on
Sunday, May 22 at 11:30 AM in the Lounge.
Once trained, you will serve the Sunday’s Communion elements to shut-ins in
their homes at a mutually agreed upon time. During the training you will learn
about the sacrament of communion including its meaning and how it could be
served to individuals in different situations.
If you have any questions, please contact Peggie Jo Shinagawa at
216.401.2287 or pjshinagawa@windstream.net, or Hamilton at
440.247.6490 x110 or hamthrock@fedchurch.org. You may register
for the training on REALM or by contacting Peggie Jo.

Altar Flower Donor Opportunities

June Spire Deadline

There are a number of opportunities to donate the altar flowers on
upcoming Sundays. We currently have the following Sundays
available: May 15, May 22, and June 12. This is a wonderful way to
honor or memorialize a loved one or a special occasion, as well as
brighten our Sanctuary for the worship service!

Do you have something you’d like to see
in the June Spire?

Please contact Sue Mansour at 440.668.9399
or sueman@roadrunner.com if interested.

Please email your information to Trisha Holland
at communications@fedchurch.org
by Sunday, May 15.
Include “Spire” in the subject line.
Thank you!

Parish Nurse Corner
A Message from Tim Walters, St. Paul’s Director of Outreach
Greetings All,
Spring has sprung – sort of. It has been an interesting time so far as there has been a certain lack of consistency in
our weather. Business has remained brisk as many come to us each week to replenish hygiene, health and
household needs. It is indeed our own version of the 3H club.
I thought I would use my space this time around to list some of what we need on a regular basis:
Deodorant for both men and women,
cocoa butter lotion,
Band-Aids,
sports adhesive tape,
nail clippers,
combs and hairbrushes,
dish soap,
laundry detergent (preferably pods),

household sponges,
body towels,
wash rags,
belts,
cotton swabs,
2X and larger T-shirts and
new underwear

Yes, it is a long list and there is certainly more, but I will stop at this point. We are of course very grateful to all that
is received. If you have ever wondered if you really make a difference, rest easy because you do. No matter how
small, we make sure that it goes to those in need. Thank you from us and them.
Tim Walters
St. Paul’s Community Outreach

St. Paul’s Thrift Store Collections
This month: Saturday, May 21 ONLY, 9 AM—2 PM
The St. Paul’s Thrift Store is a very important ministry of our long-standing relationship with this community
church on the near west side of Cleveland. Proceeds from the sales of goods from the shop support the
operations of the church and their outreach programs. Knowing how important the Thrift Store is and needing to
fully engage our congregation and the wider community in that ministry… We are changing how we collect
treasures for the St. Paul’s Thrift Store.
The third weekend of each month, we will have the mission trailer and volunteers in the church parking lot
to receive your donations. Each month we may have specific requests for types of items and we will always
reserve the right to turn certain items away.
Things that are not acceptable to donate. Old TVs (that are not flat screen), winter skis and ski boots, anything
that has broken parts, used undergarments.
We will accept gently used items and clothes that still have a good life ahead of them. If you don’t want it because
it is damaged or stained, please dispose of it so we don’t have to.
Thank you for continuing this ministry in this new way!
The Mission and Service Commission

Fund Development Update
Our Generosity Impact Moments (GIMs) during Sunday services celebrate the many
ministries, committees, and commissions that perform the work of God here at Federated
because of your generosity. The GIMs also teach us how to support, worship, act, and grow
as we live our faith. One delightful outcome arrived after a Generosity Impact Moment
showcased our Altar Flower Ministry. Along with financial support of this ministry, the
member wrote…
“Our Altar Flower Ministry is an important part of our church culture, enabling us to honor
those present and remember those who have passed, to commemorate a moment in time,
and to brighten the Sanctuary and our lives.”

What a beautiful sentiment that expressed the donor’s gratitude, along with a
heartfelt act of financial generosity. Thank you!
And look at this extra special gift we received on the back of a Sunday worship
service cash envelope. Such talented members and friends we have!
We are so blessed! More Generosity 2022 Intentions have been submitted
resulting in pledges for this year totaling $1,004,800+ from 310 households.
It will be exciting to see new and resurrected ministries come alive this year because of your investment. Thank you!
As of April 19, our UCC Ukraine Relief Emergency Appeal giving opportunity has raised over $7,000. As a member
of the ACT Alliance (140 faith-based member organizations working in long-term development, advocacy, and
humanitarian assistance), UCC support is being targeted to people most in need through humanitarian relief
partners with a history of working in the region. Uniting in prayer, action, and giving, we stand as a people of faith in
love and compassion with the people of Ukraine and all who are affected, and with the UCC’s global partners who
are welcoming those driven from their homes.
Jesus Gave. We receive. And we share.
With Gratitude,
Laura
Laura Piper Taylor
Fund Development Associate
Generosity Commission staff liaison
Legacy Fund Committee staff liaison

Community Life Collaborative
announces inaugural Garden Gala
event on June 11.
The Community Life Collaborative continues to expand
Federated's reach, community bonds, and active response to
the issues of our day as an integrated collaborating partner in
mission. Come to the Garden Gala and show your support in
making an impact toward a more just and sustainable world.
For more information, visit
www.communitylifecollaborative.org.

Social and Environmental Justice (SJAM) News
The mission of the Social Justice Advocacy Ministry is to be a voice and witness to God’s love for all people and
creation and to advocate for justice for those who are marginalized, discriminated against and denied their inherent
rights as children of God and citizens of our nation and world. To learn more, please contact Kathy Franz
(440.821.7795 or wfranz@roadrunner.com).
Next SJAM Meeting — Sunday, May 22 at 11:30 AM
in person and on Zoom
Join us at Bell Street after worship or join with this Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/261964671?
pwd=czFEQ1llRzJlUjk2dHE4NGdQaVFTUT09

Prayer Vigil
On March 29, SJAM joined with others to offer an Interfaith
Prayer Vigil. Prayers of Ukraine and for Peace were offered.
Please continue to pray for Ukraine and all people devastated
by war.

Honesty in Education

Advocacy Postcard Party
Saturday, May 6, 10 AM—12 Noon
Forest Hills Picnic Shelters 2A and 2B in Cleveland Heights
Come learn more about hot topics affecting education in Ohio. Learn from advocates and take action by writing
postcards. Questions? Contact Kathy Franz at 440.821.7795 or wfranz@roadrunner.com.

Immigration
SJAM embraces immigrants to Northeast Ohio by supporting a network of allies including Heights Friends of
Immigrants (HFOI), Americans Making Immigrants Safe (AMIS) and HOLA.
HOLA works with the Latino community in Northeast Ohio and is an award-winning, charitable nonprofit
organization. Our alliances help us educate ourselves on the current issues and world events affecting immigrants.
SJAM advocates for the network by becoming informed and broadcasting their needs, donating goods and
services, and volunteering time.

HOLA News

The new HOLA Hispanic Community Center in Painesville is getting closer to completion. RSA Architects, Millstone
Management and the over 100 workers, representing 30 sub-contractors, have built this beautiful space with so
much care, dedication, and attention to detail. Still some work to finish up, but they will be opening next month!
Federated has contributed to this effort. So exciting.

Urge Congress to Speak Out on Record High COVID-19 Rates in Detention
Go to https://immigrationjustice.us/advocacy/take-action/take-action-urge-congress-to-speak-out-on-recordhigh-covid-19-rates-in-detention/#/116/ and follow the prompts. Letters will be sent to your two U.S. Senators and
to your Congressman. Questions? Contact Rannigan Walsh, SJAM Immigration lead at ranni@me.com.

LGBTQ+

Cleveland Pride Parade
When: Saturday, June 4, 12 PM
Where: North Cleveland-Mall B
As an open and affirming congregation, let us gather together as one to "Live Our Faith." During this time of
intolerance and hatred for our friends, it is imperative that we show our support. If you have any questions, or if you
plan on attending, please contact Tricia Baumgartner tricia.a.baumgartner@gmail.com or 440.708.6231 so that we
can plan T-shirts and carpooling.

Environmental and Creation Justice
World Labyrinth Day—Walk as One at One on Saturday, May 7
On this 14th annual World Labyrinth Day, many will walk a labyrinth at 1 PM local time to help create a rolling wave of
peaceful energy passing from one time zone to the next around the globe. Come to the Family Life Center at 12
Noon on Saturday, May 7. Bring a zero-waste/plastic free lunch and gather for eating and praying together.
At 1 PM we will go up to the labyrinth and walk/pray for peace. For more information about this day, visit:
https://www.worldlabyrinthday.org/.

SJAM’s Environmental and Creation Justice Team is excited about the activities and learning opportunities
planned for May. We hope everyone will find a way to participate in some way.

SJAM Speakers Night
Monday, May 23, 7 – 8:30 PM
Our Local Earth: Environmental Justice and Actions in Our Own Community. Learn from three local
environmentalists who are changing the world, and our local environment.
Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83595558354?pwd=U1VxZU5SZ0NjcEVkbEcxeXpsbVlWdz09
Meet our three speakers:
Environmental Health Center – Darcy Freedman, Director of The Swetland Center. The Center provides
environmental health information and community resources. https://case.edu/swetland/about/mission-vision.
Rust Belt Riders – Michael Robinson. In 2014, Cleveland’s Rust Belt Riders was a couple of guys on bicycles, picking
up people’s food scraps, composting them and selling the rich soil created. That modest organization has grown
exponentially. Michael will talk about how food scraps going to landfills contribute to climate change, and how Rust
Belt Riders is offering solutions. www.RustBeltRiders.com.
Little Sparkle Refill Shop – Rachel Regula, founder, owner – Rachel will talk with us about the environment via
reuse, and bulk purchasing. Little Spark Refill Shop is Cleveland's first zero-waste refill shop.
www.littlesparkrefillshop.com and www.littlesparkrefillshop.com/recycle.

Our Local Earth—Building Community for Creation Care
An All-Church, Youth and Family Activity at the Family Life Center (16349 Chillicothe Road)
Sunday, May 15 after worship, 12:00 noon – 3:00 pm
Being outdoors, enjoying nature, reminds us that as Christians, we are called to care for the Earth. It is a gift from
God that we work towards the health and wellbeing of all life on this Earth for generations to come. Join us for
activities, hikes, stories, and fun for the kids of all ages and the whole family. And, for the adults, it’s a day to come
together as a community to care for our memorial garden at the Family Life Center.
All are welcome – Invite friends and family too!
Come at 12:00 noon and bring a packed lunch to enjoy in fellowship with each other.
The Challenge: Can you pack a lunch that is either zero plastic or zero waste? Or both?
Register by emailing or leaving a voicemail with Kristin LeFeber. Let her know how many are attending and if you are
bringing children. Contact her at 440.247.6490 x131 or klefeber@fedchurch.org. Or just show up and join in the fun!
Dress for the weather and getting dirty.

Nature’s Best Hope—A Conservation Guide to Your Backyard
Friday, May 6, 5 – 9 PM (Hosted and sponsored by the Community Life Collaborative)
Family Life Center (16349 Chillicothe Road)
Spend an evening with New York Times bestselling author, Douglas Tallamy as we conclude the Our Nature series.
Tallamy is a professor in the Department of Entomology and Wildlife Ecology at the University of Delaware. His
"Homegrown National Park" initiative encourages us to regenerate biodiversity and ecosystem function in our
individual and community spaces. Cost includes plated dinner by Cleveland Field Kitchen and local vendor fair.
Dinner and Speaker—$40 Speaker only/Zoom access—$15
RSVP at : https://www.communitylifecollaborative.org/event-details/our-nature-an-evening-with-douglas-tallamy
-author-of-natures-best-hope

Climate Anxiety: What We Can Do About It
Wednesday, June 1, 7 - 8:30 PM (On Zoom)
Facilitator: Alexandra Arnold, MS, certified as a personal coach and in Appreciative Inquiry
Climate anxiety is on the rise. The most important
impact we, as individuals, can have is increasing
"climate conversations". Let's talk about it!
This informal gathering is non-political, nonjudgmental, non-scary, and non-pushy! This
webinar is for those who may experience climate
anxiety (feeling overwhelmed or worried at the
thought of the climate crisis), feel stuck, helpless,
guilty, don't know where to start or don't believe
that they can make a difference. That’s ok: we hurt
where we care. Join us for this informal climate
anxiety coaching session.
Questions? Email Dawn Dole at: coopdole@gmail.com.
Register for this workshop at: https://forms.gle/yPezjVqCDFsLd3oy9.

Make Earth Day, Every Day
Take action now! It’s easy to do. Take a pledge at EarthDay.org/Pledge and explore the many ways you can take
action to protect the earth on their website.

See our SJAM 100 Environmental Things We Can All Do
https://fedchurch.org/mt-content/uploads/2020/04/100-environmental-things-to-do-4-20-20.pdf

Recycling

Everyone, Everyone, Everyone can be recycling – Let’s all do our part! Flyers about what and how to best recycle
are available at the church Reception Desk or you can download your copy here: Recycling Flyer.

Do your part to help the Earth - Recycle, Reduce, Reuse, Resell, Refuse.

Primetime Federated Forum
Monday, May 9
Gather at 1:30, Presentation at 2 PM
Fellowship Hall
Presenter: Karen Prasser— “Chagrin Arts”
Please join us for an afternoon of music, entertainment and fun with Karen Prasser. She has been Executive
Director of Chagrin Arts since 2019. Her vision and leadership has allowed the organization to blossom. She is also a
collaborative pianist at Kent State University’s Hugh A. Glauser School of Music and the music director at Our
Redeemer Lutheran Church in Solon. Her extensive experience in arts administration and management includes
serving as Executive Director of Summit Choral Society, Solon Center for the Arts and The Children’s Museum of
Cleveland, and marketing director at Cleveland Ballet, Great Lakes Theatre Festival and the Wheeling Symphony.
However, Karen is first and foremost a musician. She has served as pianist and conductor for opera and ballet
companies including Michigan Opera Theater, Opera Theatre of St. Louis, Fort Worth Opera, Dallas Opera, Western
Opera Theatre, Lake George Opera Festival, Art Park, Orlando Opera Company, Augusta Opera, New Orleans
Opera, Skylight Comic Opera, Richmond Ballet and the Edinburgh International Music Festival.

Family Fellowship is back at Federated
Save the Dates!
Join us on the 4th Sundays this summer:
June 26, July 24, & August 28
Time: Right after church | Locations: TBD
If you want to be added to the Youth Faith Formation email list,
contact Kristin LeFeber at klefeber@fedchurch.org.

76 Bell St.
Chagrin Falls, OH 44022

Contact Us!
www.fedchurch.org
fedchurch@fedchurch.org
Phone: 440.247.6490
Fax: 440.247.2516
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CLERGY
Hamilton Throckmorton, Senior Pastor
* Betsy Wooster, Designated Associate Pastor
Administration and Staff
Melissa Owen, Senior Director of People and Operations
* Trisha Holland, Director of Marketing & Communications
* Janis Stefanchik, Bookkeeper
* Laura Taylor, Fund Development Associate
Jake Magalski, Properties, Maintenance & Grounds Lead
Music Staff
Joshua Konow, Director of Music Ministries
* Marcia Snavely, Organist
* Pat Haynish, Director of Children’s Choir
Children’s Ministries Staff
* Marty Culbertson, Director of Youth Faith Formation
* Kristin LeFeber, Director of Children’s Faith Formation
* Alex Bell, Lianna Davis, Tanya Goff, Childcare Providers
* denotes part-time staff

Hope to see you
this Sunday!
10:00 AM

In person and Online

