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From the Desk of Operations... 

Search Committee Progress Report 
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Social and Environmental Justice (SJAM) News 
The mission of the Social Justice Advocacy Ministry is to be a voice and witness to God’s love for all people and creation 
and to advocate for justice for those who are marginalized, discriminated against and denied their inherent rights as chil-
dren of God and citizens of our nation and world. 
We strive to become well informed, provide opportunities to educate ourselves, balanced with opportunities to take ac-
tion.  Live Our Faith!  
 
To learn more, please contact sjamfedchurch@gmail.com 
 
Next SJAM Meeting:  Sunday, August 17th  
at 11:30 at Bell Street in Lower Level Meeting Room 
 Or join by Zoom using this link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83595558354?pwd=U1VxZU5SZ0NjcEVkbEcxeXpsbVlWdz09 
 

 
 

Bible Encounters with Empire 
Come hear Rev. Dr. Laurel Koepf present a workshop on the Bible’s post-colonial origins on  
Wednesday, August 13th at 7 pm in Fellowship Hall.  
Did you know that the Bible comes from a long history of responses against empire and colonization? Ancient Israel was 
conquered again and again by a long line of empires passing through on their way to battle one another. As a result, many 
familiar and not-so-familiar biblical texts have a lot to say about empire, colonization, and conquest. These same messag-
es are highly relevant to today's national and international conflicts. We will take a deep dive into the Bible and its en-
counters with empire. 
 
Rev. Dr. Laurel Koepf is a UCC minister and seminary professor who grew up at Federated Church. Dr. Koepf teaches at 
McCormick Theological Seminary where she serves as Director of Doctor of Ministry Programs. She is the author of Give 
Me Children or I Shall Die: Children and Communal Survival in Biblical Literature, and Sexuality and Our Faith for the Kin-
dergarten and 1st Grade Our Whole Lives Comprehensive Sexuality Education Curriculum. Dr. Koepf co-chairs LGBT/Queer 
Hermeneutics for the Society of Biblical Literature, and Bible, Children and Families for the International Society of Biblical 
Literature. 
 
This will be excellent preparation for . . . 
 
The movie screening of “Where Olive Trees Weep” on Wednesday, August 20th at 7 pm at the Family Life Center. See fly-
er for details. 
 
Banned Books BINGO: 
Join SJAM for a fun night of Banned Books Bingo, an event co-sponsored with the ACLU and Red, Wine and Blue on 
Wednesday, August 27th at 7 pm at the Family Life Center. See flyer for details. 
 
“Wondrous Wednesdays” are back soon! The September program will be offered by Federated’s Social Justice Advocacy 
Ministry (SJAM).  Join us on September 17, 2025 for Wondrous Wednesday meal at 6 pm followed by learning about the 
current state of Voting Rights. The film “Sabotaged and Suppressed” will be shown and a discussion will follow. Save the 
date.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83595558354?pwd=U1VxZU5SZ0NjcEVkbEcxeXpsbVlWdz09
mailto:sjamfedchurch@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83595558354?pwd=U1VxZU5SZ0NjcEVkbEcxeXpsbVlWdz09
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Youth & Family 
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Convening Communities of Practice 

“Tree Up Akron”  

  

 

What Is a Community of Practice? A Community of Practice (CoP) is a group 
of people who share a concern, a set of problems, or a passion for something they 
do and who interact regularly to learn how to do it better. These groups foster a 
sense of belonging and shared identity, enabling members to  learn from each 
other’s experiences and expertise. better 
The CLC convenes Communities of Practice to build relationships and to 
find common solutions. 

 
One CLC Community of Practice: The “Tree-Up Akron” Partnering with 
nine Akron-area nonprofits and community representatives, we identified a need 
to plant native trees in underserved neighborhoods with low tree canopy. 
Together we are: 

• Training local champions to plant, care for, and steward trees. 

• Building grassroots support for tree preservation in opposition to campaigns 
promoting tree cutting. 

• Educating communities on the health and environmental benefits of trees. 
 
This initiative is about more than planting trees, it’s about growing partnerships, 
empowering communities, and creating a sustainable future. 
  
4th Annual CLC Garden Gala Update: This year’s Gala netted more than 
$51,000 for the CLC mission advancing environmental justice in Northeast 
Ohio! Thank you to all who volunteered, participated, baked, designed, and 
donated. It takes a village to equip and inspire the next generation of change-
makers. 
  
The CLC manages the day-to-day operations & costs of the Family Life Center (FLC) for the Federated 
Church. The CLC is an independent 501(c)3 nonprofit collaborating with Federated Church to foster trans-
formation through collaboration for a just and sustainable world. We are proud to be strategic partners 
with the Federated Church to advance community engagement. 
To get involved or engage in initiatives, subscribe to CLC email blasts, follow us on social media, or reach 

out anytime! Call 440-708-1961 or contact facilities@communitylifecollaborative.org 

mailto:facilities@communitylifecollaborative.org


 

 

 
 


