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Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever. - Psalm 107:]

Dear Friends,

| have to admit that | have a love-hate relationship with November. | hate darkness setting in so
early when daylight savings time comes to an end. | hate when autumn leaves move from their
vibrant hues of reds, oranges and gold to brown. And | hate the cold chilly weather that signals an
end to the warmth of summer and early fall but hasn’t yet made space for the peaceful snowfalls of
winter.

But November also includes my favorite holiday, Thanksgiving, and the season of gratitude that
surrounds it. | love the abundance of the harvest and the challenge of finding a new recipe to
include with all of the traditional favorites for my family’s Thanksgiving feast. | love the season that
invites us to focus on the abundant blessings we receive from God and the inclination of so many
people to share them with people in need. And | love that, after having a short break to celebrate a
holiday on which | don't lead a worship service J, that we begin the awe- and wonder-filled season
of Advent.

Our worship services in November are another way | overcome my negative feelings about this
month. On November 2 we will celebrate All Saints Sunday. There is something so moving, inspiring
and reverent about recalling and giving thanks for the lives of the saints we have lost during the
past year. On November 9 we will wrap up our uplifting Do Unto Others worship series with a focus
on love. Generosity will be the center of worship on November 16 as we consecrate our pledges
and on November 23 when we enjoy a celebratory Thanksgiving service and our annual Ingathering
Sunday. This collection of food will carry even greater importance this year as the SNAP program is
about to come to a halt due to the government shutdown.

Finally, on November 30 we will begin the season of expectation with the first Sunday of our
Advent series, Angels Among Us. On each Sunday of Advent, we will hear a story of how angels
came to share the message, “Do Not Be Afraid” with Zechariah, Mary, Joseph and the shepherds.
This is shaping up to be a lovely season of worship full of anticipation of Jesus’ birth. You won't
want to miss a single Sunday!

Whatever your relationship with November, | hope that you will choose to focus on the parts that
bring you joy and, as you do, that you will make time to reflect on your
many blessings and give thanks to God for all the ways that God has
enriched your life.

Happy Thanksgiving!
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Dear Federated Church,

On behalf of the Federated Finance & Properties Committee, | would like to share an update on
our financial position. Through the first nine months of the year, we have collected $637,455 in
Pledge Receipts. That is 72% of the pledges that we budgeted to receive for the entirety of 2025.
Over the past ten years, through the first nine months we have averaged $809,006 in pledge
receipts making up 78% of the total budgeted for the year. The chart below shows how much we
received in pledges on average over the past 10 years in blue, the pledges we received in 2024 in
green and the pledges we received this year in red.

Pledge Receipts
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During most years, we receive a large percentage of our pledges in January. Pledge receipts
decrease significantly in February and generally stay around that level until October, at which point
pledges start to increase through the end of the year. We are currently behind where we would like
to be with our pledges. There is still time to get your 2025 pledges in so that we are able to
meet our budget and keep doing all of the amazing work at Federated.

The Finance & Properties Committee would also like to note that 2025 recovered nicely from what
started as a year of volatility from a market perspective. Since the beginning of May, Federated’s
investments, and the stock market in general, have performed quite well. Beyond the investments
that Federated has in our Legacy Fund, we also invest a portion of our operational assets. Those
assets are in our Operations Investment Account. For the first nine months of the year, the
Operations Investment Account increased in value by 10.5% and the Legacy Investment Account
increased in value by 14.5%. We will continue to invest our assets in a responsible manner that
provides more than sufficient liquidity, while allowing our assets to grow over time.

federated #
support

Sincerely,

*Uhkn Bncl fn
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Welcome to Federated Staff - Allison Hutchins

Please welcome Allison Hutchins as she joins our staff in a part-time
administrative role. She will be assisting Brooke with the layout and printing
of bulletins and other communications pieces, as well as assisting other
staff members with administrative and database tasks. Allison has worked
in non-profit organizations, including Family Promise and LifeAct, for many
years. She brings a wealth of knowledge and experience and is a welcome
addition to our staff.

With the help that Allison will be providing, Brooke Strong will now be able
to focus on internal and external communication strategies. While Brooke
has been handling many of our communications tasks for years, she will
now be the point person for all Federated Communications and will remain
the first point of contact for people who call and visit the church.

2025 Advent Reflection Booklets

| Advent is right around the corner. Are you looking for a
resource to deepen your Advent journey? Rev. Susi
Kawolics has created an Advent Reflection Booklet, with
a prayer for every day during the Advent season.
Reflections are based on Lectionary readings, and they
begin the Monday before Advent, November 24th.
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Booklets will be available beginning Sunday,
November 9th.

Many of the reflections this year are conducive to
Advent 2025 labyrinth-walking. Please feel free to avail yourselves of
(Rgﬁdm the labyrinth in room 330 as you pray through this

. booklet.
Lectionary Year A oo

5}’ Pick up your free copy in the Narthex, at the Angel desk,
Susanna M. Kawolics or read online at fedchurch.org/adventreflections. Email
reverendsusi@gmail.com with any questions or
comments. Blessings on your Advent journey!
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Did you know that the TNT
sale has:
e Raised over $157,000 for
the church since it started
in 2016.
e Kept thousands of pounds
of donatable goods out of

WE NEED YOU! the landfill.
» Donated leftoveritems to
€ & €& - several local charities.

V4 4

The Trinkets N Treasures Sale cannot be held in 2026 without
YOU!

The TNT Committee needs important roles filled immediately if the sale is to
take place in 2026.

They are looking for someone to take over the role of Sale Leader/Coordinator.
This could be an individual or a team. We have a detailed job description
available for anyone interested. This person/these persons will be responsible
for coordinating the entire sale including being at the sale for all of the drop off
days and the days of the sale. The planning begins in December.

They are also looking for a Food Coordinator and a Furniture Pick Up
Coordinator.
Please contact Thea Mozingo tmozingo@fedchurch.org with any questions.

We must have a Sale Leader or team in place by
November 26™ or there will NOT be a sale in 2026.
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Women's Ministry

Circle willmeet on November 17 at 1:00 PM in the downstairs meeting room.

Sit & Stitch continues on Thursday mornings at 10:00 am in Room 340. We have plenty of yarn and
knitting needles. If you would like to join us to make a prayer shawl, a prayer square, lap blanket...or
a baptism a blanket.... We would love to have you join us we always have a good conversation going.

Helping Hands will gather on Monday, November 24th at 1:00 PM in the Lower Meeting Room.

Loaves & Fishes will take place at St. Paul’s on Sunday, November 30th. Jim Scheuermann will once
again prepare a wonderful hearty lunch. If you'd like to contribute, donations of cookies, other treats,
cheeses, or chips are welcome. Please leave them in the church kitchen by that

Sunday, clearly marked “Loaves & Fishes.”.

If you would like to join any of these activities, all are welcome... just drop in!
For more information contact Lynne Kessell, 440-487-9104
or lynnekessell@gmail.com.

All Aboard the Mexican Train!

Looking for a little Sunday fun and friendly competition? Join our Mexican Train
Dominoes Group, meeting Sundays at 12:00 PM here at Federated in Fellowship Hall!

Whether you're a seasoned player or brand new to the game, there’s always room at the
table. Bring your lunch, your laughter, and your love of good company—we’ll teach you the
rest!

Come make connections, share a few laughs, and hop aboard the train this Sunday!
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Blood Drive
Federated Church UCC

Fellowship Hall
76 Bell Street
Chagrin Falls, OH 44022
Tuesday, November 25, 2025
12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

American
Red Cross

e Did you know that we
have and AED machine
here at the church?

e Do you know where itis?

e Do you want to know how

you might save a life?
Sunday, November 9th 0 . .
Afer Serice In just a few minutes, you will
e N e St learn the basics of how to use
AHA Certified CPR Chagrin Falls, OH ”
iy 44022 any AED machine!

www.valwoodscpr.com 1 Corinthians 3

Join us on November 9" after worship - the
training will just take a few minutes! Please sign up
on REALM or by calling the office by 11/2.
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Wondrous Wednesdays Presents...

LIFESTYLE
MEDICINE

What Is It? Little
Changes, Lasting Health

Join us for an evening with Joanie Belair and Pam
Tanchon, National Board Certified Health & Wellness
Coaches, as they share simple ways to improve your
health through small, lasting habits in nutrition,
movement, sleep, and stress management.

All Are Welcome! NOV- 19

Enjoy a healthy community dinner .
featuring a large salad bar, a colorful 6 PM | Dinner

“Rainbow Meal” platter, and 7 PM | Program \
desserts! Bill Lentz's famous chicken
will be included.

Well Being

NEXT EXIT N

£

2

G/isit: fedchurch.org/events)
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In Gathering

Local Food Pantry
Collection

GIVE WITH A
GRATEFUL HEART

November 2-23
HAPPY THANKSGIVING
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In an}:igipatibn of the Advent Season, follow the...

STARZ WONDER

December 1*'| 6:30 PM .
Fellowship Hall

ADVENT %V CANDLELIGHT

Please bring a sweet or savory treat to share.



https://onrealm.org/fedchurch/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=ZjdkNjAzNWMtMWMzMS00Y2Y0LTg0NWQtYjM4NDAxMDQwYTgx

K dzZND K @ 2

O«

t | Mmby ¢KS {LANB FSR



