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HAPPY HOLIDAYS
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The angel said to Mary, "Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God".
- Luke 1:30

Dear Friends,

Do not be afraid. These words are repeated over and over in the scriptures we read during Advent. But
it is easy to imagine how hard that message was to heed when angel messengers appeared bringing
messages that turned lives upside down.

We tend to romanticize the season of Advent and the birth of Jesus. We love the twinkling lights, the
candles and the sweet carols playing as soft snow drifts to the ground. But the reality of the season was
something quite different.

A messenger comes to an aging man telling him he is about to become a father. An angel appears to a
young virgin announcing that she will soon bear God'’s child. Another messenger seeks to reassure a
young man that he should marry his fiancé even though she is pregnant with a child that is not his. And
on a cold and lonely night, a bevy of angels appear to lowly shepherds in a field calling them to visit a
site where a newborn baby lies who will change the world.

All of this turns the world upside down, making fear a reasonable response. And yet the messengers
continue to repeat, “Do not be afraid.”

How are we to respond to the call to let go of fear in a world that seems so out of control, in a time
where wars are raging and chaos reigns in our own country?

God has promised to send a Messiah who will “execute justice and righteousness in the land.” (Jeremiah
23:5) As we enter this Advent season, we must continue to trust in the promises of God and trust that,
as in the past, God will fulfill those promises.

In the midst of the wonder, magic and sparkle of this season of lights and waiting, | pray that each of us
will spend a few moments remembering the promises of God that are at the core of our faith - the call
to execute justice and righteousness in the land. Rise above the rhetoric. Refuse to allow politicians or
terrorists to define our faith and divert us from our purpose and call. Treat each person we encounter
fairly. Remain in relationship with one another as a part of our relationship with God.

This is the season in which we celebrate the coming of Jesus, whom God has sent so that we “might
serve him without fear.” (Luke 1:74b) May this Advent be a time when we celebrate the fulfilment of
God's promises. May we choose to follow and serve Jesus without fear
as we execute justice and righteousness.

Advent blessings,
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Solslecce Serunece
of Solace

Grieving the loss of a loved one? A dream not realized?
The state of the world? If the holidays are making your
pain more poignant, join us for a time torestin the
comfort of God'’s presence.

On Sunday, December 21, we will recognize the winter
solstice with a time of prayer, music and reflection
to bring hope and comfort.

Join us for:
11:30 AM Labyrinth walk in the new Meditation Room
12:15 PM Soup Lunch in the Lounge
1:00 PM'Service ﬂSSIé’E’é‘ in the Meditation Room .
If youknow of someone who might find comfortin
attending this service, you can pick up an invitation in
the Narthex or on the Angel desk to send to them.
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Join us for one of our three services

Community Family Traditional
Service Service Service

A complimentary soup lunch will be offered at
11:30 AM before the Community Service.
Additionally, there will be pre-service music
starting 30 minutes prior to each service.
All are welcome!

{/ 76 BELL ST. | CHAGRIN FALLS | 44022

‘ fedchurch.org/events fz
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Christmas Wreaths and Poinsettias on Sale

Holiday poinsettias and wreaths will once again decorate our
church during the Advent season. The poinsettias and wreaths
may be purchased in your name, In Honor of, or In Memory Of a
loved one or friend. The cost is $20 per plant or $30 per wreath.
A listing of those names will appear in Christmas Eve bulletins.
All proceeds from the sale will go to support Federated Youth
programs.

All donations are due by Sunday, December 14th. You can drop it
into the collection plate on Sunday mornings with the form from
the announcement attached. If you are writing a check, note
"Poinsettia/Wreath" in the memo line. If giving online visit
fedchurch.org/giving, use the memo line to add your dedication.
Contact tmozingo@fedchurch.org with any questions.

Name:

Phone/Email:

Date: No. of Poinsettias:

No. of Wreaths:

In Memory of/ In Honor of:
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WONDROUS WEDNESDAYS PRESENTS...

A Mdti-Cultuwred
Cloris ey,

Start your dinner sipping warm English mulled cider, eating Swedish sweet cured
ham & potato bake, and more. Then Marica Snavely’s magical fingers will play piano
with the 5-Gal Chorus while you munch on multi-cultural Christmas cookies. Bring

your kids so you can all burst into song as we do a Christmas Carol Sing-Along.

Sign up on Realm or in the lobby by Fellowship Hall.
Dinner starts at 6 pm and music at 7pm in Fellowship Hall. See you then!

FOR MORE INFO, VISIT FEDCHURCH.ORG/EVENTS
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Through the 2025 Christmas Eve Offering

The Mission and Service Commission is excited to announce that
Replay for Kids has been selected to receive
the 2025 Christmas Eve Offering.

The mission of RePlay for Kids is to
increase the availability of toys and
assistive devices for children with
disabilities. We repair, adapt and distribute
toys and assistive devices free of charge.
In so doing, we strive to raise awareness
and increase the number and variety of
toys and devices available to the
children who need them.

RePlay for Kids believes that every child needs to play and our offering will

give many more children the opportunity to play and learn.

The Mission and Service Commission looks forward to sharing more

information in the coming season of Joy

th39
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YOUR FAVORITE SHORT CHRISTMAS
STORIES, POEMS OR READINGS

On the Sunday after Christmas, Dec 28, the Bagley-Bonners will
again lead us in a fun and informal “Service of Christmas Songs
and Stories”. Several of you have mentioned that you have
favorite Christmas stories, poems or readings tucked away, or
maybe an anthology of short pieces. Well, now is your chance! You
are invited to copy them and get the copy to Brian or Judy BB for
possible inclusion in the service.

We can’t promise that they will all get used, depending on how
many come in. But we would really like to see what you have!
Because the Bagley-Bonners will be out town until December 17,
you are encouraged to place stories in Judy’s staff mailbox in the
church office. Please BE SURE TO PUT YOUR NAME ON THEM for
safe return.
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Thank You Federated!

IMPACT...

How our Christmas Eve Offering
Transforms, Uplifts and Enriches Lives!

The generous donation from Federated Church (2024 Christmas Eve Offering) has
transformed our ability to serve Cleveland's newcomer community in tangible and lasting
ways. Through your support, Re:Source Cleveland purchased a refrigerated delivery vehicle
for Ohio City Farm, which has enabled us to launch a fee-for-service, direct-to-door
delivery program for our Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) initiative. This
investment has not only expanded access to fresh, locally-grown produce for families
throughout the community but has also created meaningful employment. We were able to
establish a part-time driver position, which we filled with a refugee from the Democratic
Republic of Congo, providing both income and valuable work experience that supports his
integration and self-sufficiency in Cleveland.

The impact of this vehicle extends far beyond our CSA program. Each week, it now serves
as a critical lifeline for 75 high-priority families who have recently been disenrolled from
SNAP benefits, delivering food bank donations and dry goods directly to their doors. This
weekly service ensures that families facing sudden food insecurity receive consistent
support during a difficult transition. Your investment has created a ripple effect of stability
and care throughout our community, and we are deeply grateful for Federated Church's
commitment to supporting refugees and immigrants in Cuyahoga County. Thank you for
making this work possible.

CLEVELAND
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