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The angel said to Mary, "Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God".   

                                                                                                                   – Luke 1:30  

 

 

Dear Friends,  

 

Do not be afraid. These words are repeated over and over in the scriptures we read during Advent. But 

it is easy to imagine how hard that message was to heed when angel messengers appeared bringing 

messages that turned lives upside down.  

 

We tend to romanticize the season of Advent and the birth of Jesus. We love the twinkling lights, the 

candles and the sweet carols playing as soft snow drifts to the ground. But the reality of the season was 

something quite different.   

 

A messenger comes to an aging man telling him he is about to become a father. An angel appears to a 

young virgin announcing that she will soon bear God ’s child. Another messenger seeks to reassure a 

young man that he should marry his fiancé even though she is pregnant with a child that is not his. And 

on a cold and lonely night, a bevy of angels appear to lowly shepherds in a field calling them to visit a 

site where a newborn baby lies who will change the world.    

 

All of this turns the world upside down, making fear a reasonable response. And yet the messengers 

continue to repeat, “Do not be afraid. ”  

   

How are we to respond to the call to let go of fear in a world that seems so out of control, in a time 

where wars are raging and chaos reigns in our own country?  

 

God has promised to send a Messiah who will “execute justice and righteousness in the land. ” (Jeremiah 

23:5) As we enter this Advent season, we must continue to trust in the promises of God and trust that, 

as in the past, God will fulfill those promises.  

 

In the midst of the wonder, magic and sparkle of this season of lights and waiting, I pray that each of us 

will spend a few moments remembering the promises of God that are at the core of our faith – the call 

to execute justice and righteousness in the land. Rise above the rhetoric. Refuse to allow politicians or 

terrorists to define our faith and divert us from our purpose and call. Treat each person we encounter 

fairly. Remain in relationship with one another as a part of our relationship with God.   

 

This is the season in which we celebrate the coming of Jesus, whom God has sent so that we “might 

serve him without fear. ” (Luke 1:74b) May this Advent be a time when we celebrate the fulfillment of 

God ’s promises.  May we choose to follow and serve Jesus without fear 

as we execute justice and righteousness.  

 

Advent blessings,  

 

Vicki 
 
 
 
 

In the Interim... 



Page 4  |  The Spire  fedchurch.org 

 

 



440.247.6490  December 2025 |  Page 5 

 



Page 6  |  The Spire  fedchurch.org 

 

 



440.247.6490  December 2025 |  Page 7 

 

https://onrealm.org/fedchurch/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=ZmFjZjUzOGQtZTRhZC00ZDAzLTk2N2QtYjNhOTAwODRlYjVm
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Thank You Federated!  

IMPACT …  
How our Christmas Eve Offering  

Transforms, Uplifts and Enriches Lives!  

 

The generous donation from Federated Church (2024 Christmas Eve Offering) has    

transformed our ability to serve Cleveland's newcomer community in tangible and lasting 

ways. Through your support, Re:Source Cleveland purchased a refrigerated delivery vehicle 

for Ohio City Farm, which has enabled us to launch a fee - for - service, direct - to- door        

delivery program for our Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) initiative. This                

investment has not only expanded access to fresh, locally - grown produce for families 

throughout the community but has also created meaningful employment. We were able to 

establish a part - time driver position, which we filled with a refugee from the Democratic 

Republic of Congo, providing both income and valuable work experience that supports his 

integration and self - sufficiency in Cleveland.  

 

The impact of this vehicle extends far beyond our CSA program. Each week, it now serves 

as a critical lifeline for 75 high - priority families who have recently been disenrolled from 

SNAP benefits, delivering food bank donations and dry goods directly to their doors. This 

weekly service ensures that families facing sudden food insecurity receive consistent    

support during a difficult transition. Your investment has created a ripple effect of stability 

and care throughout our community, and we are deeply grateful for Federated Church's 

commitment to supporting refugees and immigrants in Cuyahoga County. Thank you for 

making this work possible.  

 

Patrick Kearns, Ex Dir. Re:Source Cleveland  
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Generosity Corner  
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Creating a Lasting Legacy at Federated  
 

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. ” — Matthew 6:21 

 

As followers of Christ, we at Federated Church are called to share our blessings for the good of our 

community and the world. Generosity is more than an act of giving — it is a spiritual practice, a way 

of giving back in gratitude for all God has provided.  

 

During this season of thanksgiving, we invite you to consider supporting the Federated Church 

Legacy Fund. The word legacy  comes from the Latin legare , meaning “to appoint ” or “to send as an 

ambassador. ” In that spirit, a legacy gift becomes an ambassador of your faith, carrying your values 

forward for generations to come.  

 

The Legacy Fund — our church ’s endowment — strengthens Federated ’s long term financial    

foundation while providing annual support for our ministries. The fund is approaching $850,000 

and is carefully stewarded by the Legacy Committee, which oversees both its management and its 

mission. Each year, up to 5% of the fund may be distributed to support the church ’s operating 

budget — over $38,000 in 2025 alone.  

 

Your generosity today helps ensure that Federated Church remains vibrant, stable, and mission 

driven well into the future. We invite you to prayerfully consider:  

• Making a designated gift to the Legacy Fund  

• Including Federated in your estate plans or gifting financial assets such as cash, stocks, or real     

       estate  

 

If you choose to make a planned gift, you can share your intentions with the church using our       

notification of intent  form.  

 

Thank you for considering a gift that will bless our church family for years to come. Your legacy of 

faith and generosity truly makes a difference.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Federated Church ’s Legacy Committee  

 

 

 

Legacy Committee 

https://fedchurch.org/mt-content/uploads/2021/06/2021-notification-of-intent.pdf


 

 

Women ’s Ministry  
 

Circle will meet on Monday, December 15 at 12:30 pm in Fellowship Hall . Harriet Rogers will share one or two 

Christmas stories, and we invite everyone to bring a sweet or savory dish to share. We hope you can join us for 

this festive gathering.  

Sit & Stitch  Sit & Stitch will continue meeting each Thursday at 10:00 am in Room 340 . All are welcome to join 

us for fellowship, knitting, and crocheting.  

Helping Hands  will not meet in December , but will resume in January as we continue stuffing cancer pillows for 

hospice.  

Loaves & Fishes will meet on December 28 . If you would like to help serve at St. Paul ’s, 

please contact Jim Scheuermann . If you would like to donate Christmas cookies or treats, 

please leave them in the church kitchen marked “Loaves & Fishes ” by Sunday,               

December 28 before 9:00 am . Thank you for your continued support of this ministry.  

If you would like to join any of these activities, all are welcome … just drop in!  

For more information contact Lynne Kessell, 440 - 487 - 9104  

or lynnekessell@gmail.com .  

mailto:lynnekessell@gmail.com
mailto:lynnekessell@gmail.com
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Family & Youth  
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Social and Environmental Justice (SJAM) News 
The mission of the Social Justice Advocacy Ministry is to be a voice and witness to God’s love for all people and 
creation and to advocate for justice for those who are marginalized, discriminated against and denied their      
inherent rights as children of God and citizens of our nation and world. 
 

We strive to become well informed, provide opportunities to educate ourselves, balanced with opportunities to 
take action.  Live Our Faith!  
 

To learn more or receive our emails, please contact sjamfedchurch@gmail.com 
 

No General SJAM Meeting in December. 
Next Meeting: Sunday, January 25, 2026 in the LOUNGE at 11:30 
AM 
 

This will be an Open House for anyone interested in learning 
about SJAM. Soup lunch will be served!  
Come and join us! More details to follow in January SPIRE 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Eco-product Sales – Now through December 21st 
Consider buying Eco-Friendly stocking Stuffers and Gifts. 
The Creation Care team will have a variety of Eco-Friendly Items for Sale on Sundays after worship in Fellowship 
Hall. Stop by to do some shopping. See flyer for details. 
 
December 8th at 7 pm in Fellowship Hall 
Workshop on Communicating with those we disagree with 
Braver Angels skills – led by Bill Shaul 
Focusing on skills to interact with family and friends we care about who are on opposite sides. We will be 
practicing skills. See attached flyer for details. All are welcome! 
 
SJAM is co-sponsoring: 
Community Forum – The Criminal ‘Justice’ System 
December 6, 2025  Noon - 4 PM 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Cleveland, 21600 Shaker Blvd. 
Light lunch served. 
RSVP to: racialequitybuddies@gmail.com 
See attached flyer for details. 
 
For other events you may be interested in go to: To see events that may be of interest to you - go to: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15o1wV1KY9yPpMqiLsQww0uMA-0SmulT_og24PCblya4/edit?
usp=sharing 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83595558354?pwd=U1VxZU5SZ0NjcEVkbEcxeXpsbVlWdz09
mailto:sjamfedchurch@gmail.com
mailto:racialequitybuddies@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15o1wV1KY9yPpMqiLsQww0uMA-0SmulT_og24PCblya4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15o1wV1KY9yPpMqiLsQww0uMA-0SmulT_og24PCblya4/edit?usp=sharing
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Federated's   Mission & Service Commission and Creation Care Ministry are teaming up 

to collect non - working Christmas lights and electrical cords to benefit the  Lights for                         

Lions  program at the Cleveland Metroparks Zoo.  

 

Cleveland Metroparks Zoo supports the work of  Lion Landscapes  using revenue         

generated from recycling the copper found in donated light strings and electrical cords. 

These funds directly benefit conservation initiatives that protect large carnivores —        

including  lions, leopards, cheetahs, African wild dogs, and spotted hyenas — along with 

their habitats. The program also helps local communities and livestock coexist safely 

alongside these iconic species, creating a lasting impact for both people and wildlife.  
 

When: Jan 4th through January 25th  

Where: Fellowship Hall in the Blue Bins  

https://www.lionlandscapes.org/
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Community Partners  

Convening Communities of Practice: 
“Youth Immersions. Climate Ambassadors”  

  

 

 

 
  

 
  

A Community of Practice is a group of people who share a concern, a set of problems, 
or a passion for something they do and who interact regularly to learn how to do it bet-
ter. These groups foster a sense of belonging and shared identity, enabling members to  

learn from each other’s experiences and expertise. The CLC convenes Communities of 
Practice to build relationships and to find common solutions. 

  
Youth Immersions: A CLC Community of Practice 
Working alongside nonprofits and educators in Northeast Ohio (NEO), the CLC recog-
nized a need for more opportunities to collaborate, learn, and grow in nature specifically 
for youth in urban centers like Cleveland and Akron. 
  
We partner with NEO organizations that serve youth to craft and customize “green” 
youth immersions for transformative impact by introducing young people to the critical 
concepts of climate justice and environmental stewardship– allowing them to enjoy the 
many emotional and health benefits of nature. 
These immersions provide a platform for youth across communities to engage directly 
with experts, activists, and peers, fostering  a deeper appreciation of urgent environmen-
tal challenges and the social justice ties to climate change. 
  
Some partners include Organic Connects, Food Strong, Northeast Ohio Black Health 
Coalition, Living Water Association, Northern Ohio Recovery Association, and more. 
  
Together, we can… 

Offer interactive workshop encounters at the FLC 
Equip youth with leadership skills 
Annually confirm youth in acquiring certification as a Youth Climate Ambassador 

under the national organization 
Encourage participants to become advocates for sustainable solutions in their own 

communities 
Help us inspire a generation of informed and motivated leaders to take action and to 
contribute to creating a more just and sustainable future for all ! 
  
Upcoming Community Life Collaborative events at the Family Life Center: 

All About US: Our Quilts and Dolls Reception & Artist Talk    Thursday, December 
18, 5:30-7:30 We welcome The African American Quilts and Doll Guild and Cuyahoga 
Arts and Culture at a reception to hear powerful stories by Northeast Ohio artists. 
African American Quilt & Doll Guild Exhibit December 18-February 16 Monday 
to Thursday 10:30am-3:30pm Take an  incredible journey filled with inspiring stories 
of culture, history, traditions, and justice. Celebrate the vibrant creative process of tex-
tiles and needlework that strengthens and ties communities together. 

  
The CLC aligns with the mission of the Federated Church and manages the day-to-day costs & 
operations of the Family Life Center (FLC) for the Federated Church. The CLC is an independ-
ent 501(c)3 nonprofit collaborating with Federated Church to foster transformation through col-
laboration for a just and sustainable world. We are proud to be strategic partners with the Fed-
erated Church in advancing community engagement. To get involved or engage in initiatives, 
subscribe to CLC email blasts, follow us on social media, or reach out anytime! 
Contact 440-708-1961 or executivedirector@communitylifecollaborative.org 

https://communitylifecollaborative.org/events/
https://communitylifecollaborative.org/events/
https://communitylifecollaborative.org/events/
mailto:executivedirector@communitylifecollaborative.org
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CLERGY  
  Vicki McGaw , Interim Pastor  
  Judy Bagley - Bonner, Minister of Pastoral Care  
 

Administration Staff  
   Beth Rutkowski, Senior Director of People and Operations  
   Brooke Strong, Director of Communications  
   Thea Mozingo, Director of Generosity  
   Oliver Mason, Director of Youth and Families  
* Susi Kawolics, Bookkeeper  
* Marty Culbertson , Director of Missions  
* Allison Hutchins,  Administrative Specialist  
  Jake Magalski, Properties, Maintenance & Grounds Lead  
 

Music Staff  
   Joshua Konow , Director of Music Ministries  
* Marcia Snavely , Organist  
* Pat Haynish , Director of Children ’s Choir  
 

Children ’s Ministries Staff  
* Jannine Mason  , Children's Activities Leader  
                                                                                                                                         
*  denotes part - time staff  

Hope to see you  

this Sunday!  
 

10:00 AM  

In person and Online  
 
 

Contact Us!  
 

www.fedchurch.org  

fedchurch@fedchurch.org  

 

Phone: 440.247.6490  

Fax: 440.247.2516  

 

Facebook: facebook.com/thefederatedchurch  

 

Instagram: @federatedchurch  

Fellowship Treats  
 

Federated members take turns bringing treats for Fellowship Hour each Sunday, as scheduled by the 

Congregational Care Commission.  Of course, anyone is welcome to bring treats at any time!  
 

Please bring ready - to- serve treats in disposable containers. Healthy food choices are especially             

welcome. Please no nuts . Thank you for helping to make our Fellowship time delicious and enjoyable!  

 

 

 

December 7– last names beginning with L and M  

 December 14– last names beginning with N, O, P, Q, and R  
 

December 21– last names beginning with S and T  

December 28 – last names beginning with U, V, W, X, Y, and Z  

 
 


