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"Life can be cruel and so unfair sometimes.  

Living each day to the fullest is the only thing in our grasp."  – Sylvia Corridan  
 

Dear Friends,  
 

We are living in difficult times, days when the news tells stories of cruelty and oppression we 

couldn ’t have imagined might happen in our country. And so, as we enter Lent in the midst 

of these troubling events, rather than focus on this as a season for restraint and confession, 

I invite you to a radically different Lent, into an expansive life full to the brim. Come to be 

authentically yourself, to counter scarcity and injustice at every turn, and instead celebrate 

the abundant grace God offers. When we live fully, pursuing justice and hope, we allow    

ourselves to be filled to the brim with God ’s lavish love, a love that reaches beyond          

ourselves and spills over, touching everything in its path.  
 

We begin our Lenten journey on Ash Wednesday, February 18, hearing the words of the 

prophet Joel proclaim, “Return to God with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and 

with mourning. ” Our brokenness, joy, gifts and doubts all belong to God; we have to break 

open our faith to go deeper and Lent offers a chance to do so. Our evening will begin with 

a Wondrous Wednesday dinner of delicious soups followed by a short service of               

contemplation and reflection.  
 

At the Ash Wednesday service, and continuing in the weeks following, you will be asked to 

create a blessing bowl or choose a blessing jar that we will provide. During the season, we 

invite you to expand your sense of gratitude and generosity by becoming more mindful of 

the many blessings in our lives and, as we explore a life full to the brim during Lent, reflect 

each day or each week on the ways that God blesses your life. Write down those blessings 

on a slip of paper and fill your bowl with them. On Palm Sunday, you will be asked to bring 

your bowl to worship and pour your blessings into a collective bowl that we will fill to the 

brim with gratitude.  
  
Part of living an expansive life is seeking to live in right relationship with God, ourselves and 

one another . . . and prayer is a great way to deepen and expand those relationships. As part 

of our Lenten season, you ’ll be asked to pray daily for a different member of the              

congregation, creating a paper Lenten prayer chain much like the ones we made at    

Christmas when we were children. Look for more information in the Eblast in coming weeks.  
 

As we focus on our expansive lives this Lent, I pray we will all be 

filled with a greater sense of awe, gratitude and generosity as we 

reflect on the abiding love and endless grace that God pours out 

for us daily.  
 

Shalom!  

Vicki 
 
 
 

In the Interim... 
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Federated Church Annual Meeting  

Sunday, February 22nd                                                                                                        

Immediately Following Worship                                                                                                

Sanctuary or via Zoom  

Join us Sunday, February 22nd , immediately following worship, for our Annual Meeting  

in the Sanctuary or via Zoom . This is an important time to reflect on the past year, discuss 

future plans, and participate in the life of our church community.  

Watch for the Annual Report and Financial Report , which will be sent via email the 

week before the meeting. We encourage you to review them in advance and join us for 

this meaningful gathering.   

The building at 76 Bell Street will be closed for weather - related issues on a case - by- case 

basis. We will not automatically align with local school closures since our schedules and 

needs are very different. Individual groups may also decide for themselves whether they 

hold in - person meetings in the building as well.  

If there is a power or water outage, the building will be closed for 

safety and security reasons.  

A building closure will be communicated through a church - wide 

email, notification on the website, a voicemail message, and door 

signage.  

Federated Church Building Closure Policy  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89335752206?pwd=K7kyxESvLJ4NfdntvnRdWipXd37Zy7.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89335752206?pwd=K7kyxESvLJ4NfdntvnRdWipXd37Zy7.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89335752206?pwd=K7kyxESvLJ4NfdntvnRdWipXd37Zy7.1


 

 

Women ’s Ministry  
 

Circle  will meet Monday, February 16 at 11:30 AM  for lunch. Location to be announced.  

Helping Hands  Meets Monday, February 23 at 1:00 PM  in the Lower Level Meeting Room . We’ll be 

stuffing and sewing cancer pillows  for Western Reserve Hospice. Last year, over 200 pillows were do-

nated! Donations of 100% cotton fabric (¾ yard or more)  are always appreciated.  

Sit and Stitch  Meets every Thursday at 10:00 AM  in Room 340 . Join us for fellowship while knitting 

or crocheting prayer shawls, prayer squares, baptismal blankets, and other items of care. Yarn and nee-

dles are available —everyone is welcome.  

Loaves & Fishes  Loaves & Fishes will serve lunch at St. Paul ’s on Sunday, February 22 . Donations of 

cookies (packed two per bag) or snacks may be left in the church kitchen by 9:00 AM  that day.  

If you would like to help serve, please contact Jim Scheuermann .  

If you would like to join any of these activities, all are welcome … just drop in!  

For more information contact Lynne Kessell, 440 - 487 - 9104  

or lynnekessell@gmail.com .  

Service Project Luncheon  

Wednesday, February 11th, 11:45 AM                                                                                           

Fellowship Hall  

Join us for a time of service and fellowship! We ’ll begin with a punch bowl mixer at 11:45 AM, followed by 

baked potatoes with all the trimmings at noon.  

During our time together, we will:  

• Assemble toiletry kits  for Phil Fogarty to distribute to individuals experiencing homelessness  

 

• Create Valentine ’s cards  with Kathy Rayer for the Geauga County Department of Aging  

 

Please bring small, travel - size items if you are able: shampoo, soap, lotion, toothbrushes, toothpaste, tis-

sues, lip balm, razors, combs, white tube socks, and washcloths. If you cannot attend, donations may be left 

behind the Angel Desk . These items are collected year - round.  

Please RSVP by Monday, February 9  by contacting Lynne Kessell  at 440 - 487 - 9104 . 

For more information contact Lynne Kessell, 440 - 487 - 9104 or lynnekessell@gmail.com .  

mailto:lynnekessell@gmail.com
mailto:lynnekessell@gmail.com
mailto:lynnekessell@gmail.com
mailto:lynnekessell@gmail.com
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Membership & Nominating Commission  

Great news! Our Commissions and Committees are almost filled for the 2026 Church     

Calendar year.  Thanks so much to everyone who is serving Federated in this important way.  

 

 We still have openings on the following Commissions and Committees. I urge you to 

prayerfully consider these opportunities!  

 

▪ Congregational Care Commission  – Fostering fellowship opportunities (Coffee Hour 

and Advent by Candlelight are a few examples), and visitation to members  

 

▪ Spiritual Formation Commission  – Spiritual growth/Christian development, retreat 

planning, book discussion planning, and adult education  

 

▪ Human Resources Committee  – Reviews staffing levels, compensation and benefits, 

job descriptions, etc. ( HR background required )  

 

▪ Legacy Committee  – Manages and promotes the Legacy fund; meets four times per 

year  

 

▪ Generosity Commission  – Creates strategy and celebrates financial commitments, 

gifts of time, and gifts of talent; works with other committees and commissions on   

practices of generosity  

 

Joining a Commission or Committee is a fantastic way to serve Federated, to deepen your 

faith, to get to know fellow parishioners, to be a part of a team, and to offer your God - given 

talents.    

 

To learn more, please reach out to Dawn Herdman at 440 - 487 - 5645,  

or dtrmherd@gmail.com . 

mailto:dtrmherd@gmail.com
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Generosity Corner  

 

Federated Generosity Pledge Campaign 2026  
 

Thank you to everyone who submitted their pledge. We received 253 

pledges – towards our goal of 300+ pledges. Thank you for your 

overwhelming generosity. You are always free to give  HERE  on 

REALM or contact the office if you need help.    

https://fedchurch.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=de71f8801bec1a38fd818948b&id=66493da4b0&e=0267c020e9
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Family & Youth  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeNLLJvslZ1aCdySgR-xII1dAkG8-sDBNwSgWXotv-6BQn-HA/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=115314817029480558613
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Social and Environmental Justice (SJAM) News  
The mission of the Social Justice Advocacy Ministry is to be a voice and witness to God ’s love for all people and 

creation and to advocate for justice for those who are marginalized, discriminated against and denied their inherent 

rights as children of God and citizens of our nation and world.  

We strive to become well informed, provide opportunities to educate ourselves, balanced with opportunities to 

take action.  Live Our Faith!  

To learn more or receive our emails, please contact sjamfedchurch@gmail.com  

 
 

Next Meeting: Sunday, February 8, 2026  

LOWER LEVEL MEETING ROOM  

Come and join us! ALL ARE WELCOME!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPEAKER NIGHT – Monday, February 23 rd  – 7 PM at 76 Bell St., Fellowship Hall  

 

In honor of Black History month, the Racial Justice Committee of SJAM is sponsoring a 

presentation on the Community of Hope . COH is a non - profit organization in Cleveland 

that supports youth aging out of foster care. When folks reach the age of 18, they are le-

gally no longer able to be supported by the foster care system. Many youth are still chal-

lenged and not fully ready to engage with the world around them. COH creates a network 

of volunteers to come together for a period of at least one year to support, mentor, and 

simply be in relationship with a young person.  

 

We invite everyone to come and hear the program director, Denise Eaddy and 1 or 2 youth 

talk about the impact COH is having on so many young men and women in Cleveland.  

Snacks provided  

Free Will offering to support COH  

 

MOVIE “1946 – THE MISTRANSLATION THAT SHIFTED CULTURE ”  

Sunday, March 1 – 1- 4 PM at the Family Life Center  

SJAM in conjunction with GEAUGA SOGI is presenting this thought - provoking documen-

tary about roots of the word “homosexual ” in the Bible. See flyer for details.  

To see events that may be of interest to 

you – go to:  

https://docs.google.com/document/

d/15o1wV1KY9yPpMqiLsQww0uMA -

0SmulT_og24PCblya4/edit?usp=sharing  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83595558354?pwd=U1VxZU5SZ0NjcEVkbEcxeXpsbVlWdz09
mailto:sjamfedchurch@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15o1wV1KY9yPpMqiLsQww0uMA-0SmulT_og24PCblya4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15o1wV1KY9yPpMqiLsQww0uMA-0SmulT_og24PCblya4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15o1wV1KY9yPpMqiLsQww0uMA-0SmulT_og24PCblya4/edit?usp=sharing
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CLERGY  
  Vicki McGaw , Interim Pastor  
  Judy Bagley - Bonner, Minister of Pastoral Care  
 

Administration Staff  
   Beth Rutkowski, Senior Director of People and Operations  
   Brooke Strong, Director of Communications  
   Thea Mozingo, Director of Generosity  
   Oliver Mason, Director of Youth and Families  
* Susi Kawolics, Bookkeeper  
* Marty Culbertson , Director of Missions  
* Allison Hutchins,  Administrative Specialist  
  Jake Magalski, Properties, Maintenance & Grounds Lead  
 

Music Staff  
   Joshua Konow , Director of Music Ministries  
* Marcia Snavely , Organist  
* Pat Haynish , Director of Children ’s Choir  
 

Children ’s Ministries Staff  
* Jannine Mason  , Children's Activities Leader  
                                                                                                                                         
*  denotes part - time staff  

Hope to see you  

this Sunday!  
 

10:00 AM  

In person and Online  
 
 

Contact Us!  
 

www.fedchurch.org  

fedchurch@fedchurch.org  

 

Phone: 440.247.6490  

Fax: 440.247.2516  

 

Facebook: facebook.com/thefederatedchurch  

 

Instagram: @federatedchurch  

Fellowship Treats  
 

Federated members take turns bringing treats for Fellowship Hour each Sunday, as scheduled by the 

Congregational Care Commission.  Of course, anyone is welcome to bring treats at any time!  
 

Please bring ready - to- serve treats in disposable containers. Healthy food choices are especially             

welcome. Please no nuts . Thank you for helping to make our Fellowship time delicious and enjoyable!  

 

 

 February 1– last names beginning with L and M  

 February 8– last names beginning with N, O, P, Q, and R  
 

February 15– last names beginning with S and T  

February 22– No Fellowship Hour for Annual Meeting  

 
 


