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" I thank my God every time I mention you in my prayers.  IΩm thankful for all of you every time 

I pray, and itΩs always a prayer full of joy. IΩm glad because of the way you have been my part-

ners in the ministry of the gospel from the time you first believed it until now."   

ς Philippians 1:3-5 

 

Dearest Friends, 

 

This is such a hard letter to write.  

 

Saying goodbye is never easy ς but doing so to a group of people who have welcomed 

Mike and me so warmly, people we have come to know as dear friends ς is poignant and 

painful. Yet this is the assignment: an interim pastor comes to share in ministry for a time of 

transition, a limited set of tasks. And together, we have completed that assignment: we 

have worked together to consider the strengths of the congregation, address any areas of 

concern (this church has very little to worry about) and help you be ready to call your next 

pastor. Over the last seventeen months, we have done all of that and more. And I Ωm so  

happy that weΩve been able to have had a great time together along the way.   

 

As I prepare to say my goodbye to you all on Easter Sunday, my heart is full! As much as I 

am looking forward to some vacation time followed by a schedule that is a bit more in my 

control (no Saturdays worrying about finishing a sermon!), it is so sad to say farewell to all of 

you! I will miss the delightful and enthusiastic responses of the children, the teasing of     

certain members who love to give me a hard time, the stimulating conversations and the 

countless hugs and smiles that I cherish.  

 

But IΩm also so excited for what the future holds for this vital and faithful congregation!   

Under MichaelΩs leadership I know that you will continue your great justice work and       

commitment to serving others. You will welcome new friends with extravagant hospitality 

and will deepen your faith in exciting, transformative ways.  

 

My prayer is that this Easter season is one of resurrection and new birth in ways you canΩt 

even imagine as the Spirit moves through this place with fresh energy. I pray that you will 

welcome Michael with the same warmth and generous spirit that you offered to me. And I 

pray that God will continue to hold you close and offer you courage and peace.   

 

     

With warmth and love, 

 

ûŘĬũŘ 
 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƛƳΦΦΦ 



tŀƎŜ п  μ  ¢ƘŜ {ǇƛǊŜ  ŦŜŘŎƘǳǊŎƘΦƻǊƎ 

 

 

Welcome Our New Senior Pastor  

Join us on Sunday, April 19th  as we officially welcome Rev. Michael Anthony Howard on 

his first Sunday as Senior Pastor at Federated Church. 

This is a meaningful and exciting moment in the life of our congregation, and we invite you 

to be part of it as we gather in worship, celebrate new beginnings, and step together into 

this next season of ministry. 

Come and extend a warm Federated welcome as we begin this new chapterτtogether. 
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Trinkets ΨN Treasures 2026  
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Wondrous Wednesday  
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Special Worship at Federated  



 

 

WomenΩs Ministry  
 

Circle  will meet on April 20 at 1:00 pm in the lower level. WeΩll be discussing our latest fa-

vorite book and assembling toiletry kits for Another Chance of Ohio, including feminine 

hygiene products. Donations of small bars of soap, shampoo, lotion, and deodorant are 

needed. If youΩre unable to attend, please leave items behind the Angel Desk. 

Sit & Stitch  meets every Thursday at 10:00 am in Room 340. We continue to create 

prayer squares, prayer shawls, and baptismal blankets. All are welcome to join us for 

stitching and fellowship. 

Helping Hands  will not meet in April and will resume in May. 

Loaves & Fishes  will serve lunch at St. PaulΩs on April 26. If youΩre able to contribute 

cookies or other treats, please bring them to the church kitchen by 9:00 am on Sunday, 

clearly marked άLoaves & Fishes.έIf you would like to join any of these 

activities, all are welcomeΧ just drop in!  

For more information contact Lynne Kessell, 440-487-9104  

or lynnekessell@gmail.com.  

mailto:lynnekessell@gmail.com
mailto:lynnekessell@gmail.com
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The Angel Ministries are gearing up and excited to resume in September when the 

church is fully reopened.  The Angel Ministries include the following: 

 

Memorial Ministry -  Provides support to families and church staff planning and holding 

memorial services at the church.  The ministry provides logistical help including ushers, 

greeters, reception hostesses and other services that help to ease the burden on     

families at a challenging time.  

Coordinators:  Sue Giles, Sue Mansour, Peggie Jo Shinagawa 

 

Memorial Bakers Ministry ς Provides home baked desserts for memorial receptions 

held at the church.  Coordinator:  Sue Giles 

 

Angel Food Ministry ς Provides meals to help families dealing with sickness, new births 

and other circumstances where a prepared meal would be beneficial. 

Coordinator:  Sue Giles 

 

Angel Ride Ministry ς Provides occasional rides to those unable to drive themselves to 

appointments or other commitments.  Coordinator: Sue Mansour 

 

Wedding Ministry ς Provides support to those holding weddings at the church.  The 

ministry provides logistical help including greeters to help guests navigate the building.  

Coordinator:  Peggie Jo Shinagawa. 

 

Please keep these ministries in mind when a need arises or when looking for satisfying 

volunteer opportunities.  Feel free to contact Sue Giles (440) 759 -2704, Sue Mansour 

(440)668 -9399  or Peggie Jo Shinagawa (216) 401 2287 with questions regarding the 

ministriesΩ services or volunteer opportunities.   

!ƴƎŜƭ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ŀǘ CŜŘŜǊŀǘŜŘ 
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