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" I thank my God every time I mention you in my prayers.  I’m thankful for all of you every time 

I pray, and it’s always a prayer full of joy. I ’m glad because of the way you have been my part-

ners in the ministry of the gospel from the time you first believed it until now."   

– Philippians 1:3- 5 

 

Dearest Friends,  

 

This is such a hard letter to write.  

 

Saying goodbye is never easy – but doing so to a group of people who have welcomed 

Mike and me so warmly, people we have come to know as dear friends – is poignant and 

painful. Yet this is the assignment: an interim pastor comes to share in ministry for a time of 

transition, a limited set of tasks. And together, we have completed that assignment: we 

have worked together to consider the strengths of the congregation, address any areas of 

concern (this church has very little to worry about) and help you be ready to call your next 

pastor. Over the last seventeen months, we have done all of that and more. And I ’m so  

happy that we ’ve been able to have had a great time together along the way.   

 

As I prepare to say my goodbye to you all on Easter Sunday, my heart is full! As much as I 

am looking forward to some vacation time followed by a schedule that is a bit more in my 

control (no Saturdays worrying about finishing a sermon!), it is so sad to say farewell to all of 

you! I will miss the delightful and enthusiastic responses of the children, the teasing of     

certain members who love to give me a hard time, the stimulating conversations and the 

countless hugs and smiles that I cherish.  

 

But I ’m also so excited for what the future holds for this vital and faithful congregation!   

Under Michael ’s leadership I know that you will continue your great justice work and       

commitment to serving others. You will welcome new friends with extravagant hospitality 

and will deepen your faith in exciting, transformative ways.  

 

My prayer is that this Easter season is one of resurrection and new birth in ways you can ’t 

even imagine as the Spirit moves through this place with fresh energy. I pray that you will 

welcome Michael with the same warmth and generous spirit that you offered to me. And I 

pray that God will continue to hold you close and offer you courage and peace.   

 

     

With warmth and love,  

 

Vicki 
 

In the Interim... 
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Welcome Our New Senior Pastor  

Join us on Sunday, April 19th  as we officially welcome Rev. Michael Anthony Howard on 

his first Sunday as Senior Pastor at Federated Church.  

This is a meaningful and exciting moment in the life of our congregation, and we invite you 

to be part of it as we gather in worship, celebrate new beginnings, and step together into 

this next season of ministry.  

Come and extend a warm Federated welcome as we begin this new chapter —together.  
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Trinkets ‘N Treasures 2026  
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Wondrous Wednesday  
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Special Worship at Federated  



 

 

Women ’s Ministry  
 

Circle  will meet on April 20 at 1:00 pm in the lower level. We ’ll be discussing our latest fa-

vorite book and assembling toiletry kits for Another Chance of Ohio, including feminine 

hygiene products. Donations of small bars of soap, shampoo, lotion, and deodorant are 

needed. If you ’re unable to attend, please leave items behind the Angel Desk.  

Sit & Stitch  meets every Thursday at 10:00 am in Room 340. We continue to create 

prayer squares, prayer shawls, and baptismal blankets. All are welcome to join us for 

stitching and fellowship.  

Helping Hands  will not meet in April and will resume in May.  

Loaves & Fishes  will serve lunch at St. Paul ’s on April 26. If you ’re able to contribute 

cookies or other treats, please bring them to the church kitchen by 9:00 am on Sunday, 

clearly marked “Loaves & Fishes. ”If you would like to join any of these 

activities, all are welcome … just drop in!  

For more information contact Lynne Kessell, 440 - 487 - 9104  

or lynnekessell@gmail.com .  

mailto:lynnekessell@gmail.com
mailto:lynnekessell@gmail.com
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The Angel Ministries are gearing up and excited to resume in September when the 

church is fully reopened.  The Angel Ministries include the following:  

 

Memorial Ministry -  Provides support to families and church staff planning and holding 

memorial services at the church.  The ministry provides logistical help including ushers, 

greeters, reception hostesses and other services that help to ease the burden on     

families at a challenging time.  

Coordinators:  Sue Giles, Sue Mansour, Peggie Jo Shinagawa  

 

Memorial Bakers Ministry – Provides home baked desserts for memorial receptions 

held at the church.  Coordinator:  Sue Giles  

 

Angel Food Ministry – Provides meals to help families dealing with sickness, new births 

and other circumstances where a prepared meal would be beneficial.  

Coordinator:  Sue Giles  

 

Angel Ride Ministry – Provides occasional rides to those unable to drive themselves to 

appointments or other commitments.  Coordinator: Sue Mansour  

 

Wedding Ministry – Provides support to those holding weddings at the church.  The 

ministry provides logistical help including greeters to help guests navigate the building.  

Coordinator:  Peggie Jo Shinagawa.  

 

Please keep these ministries in mind when a need arises or when looking for satisfying 

volunteer opportunities.  Feel free to contact Sue Giles (440) 759 - 2704, Sue Mansour 

(440)668 - 9399  or Peggie Jo Shinagawa (216) 401 2287 with questions regarding the 

ministries ’ services or volunteer opportunities.   

Angel Ministries at Federated 
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Youth & Family  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfwnzrF3lGtZnWVv7gorZ4AZZJQ0-3vZMnWClWO8yetrPV1Ng/viewform?usp=publish-editor
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83595558354?pwd=U1VxZU5SZ0NjcEVkbEcxeXpsbVlWdz09
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83595558354?pwd=U1VxZU5SZ0NjcEVkbEcxeXpsbVlWdz09
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Hear Pastor Michael Howard share his dream for the                   

earth at the Heartland Conference  

-  Environmental Care and  

Justice Network Meeting 

Online   

April 21st at 3 pm – 4 pm.    

In recognition of Earth Month, the 

guest speaker will be Federated ’s 

very own, new senior pastor, 

Rev.  Michael Howard . He will be sharing his dream for the 

Earth. This event will also include prayer, video vignette and a reading 

about care for the earth. Everyone is invited to join in this meaningful 

event.  If you cannot join live, register anyway to receive the recording.  

Click this link  to join us.  
 
 

National UCC Earth Summit  
Sat., April 25 - Online  
1:00 pm - 3:30 pm, Free  
- https://bit.ly/2026EarthSummit 
 

Join the summit link from home. Watch it 
yourself and/or invite fellow earth advo-
cates, your friends and family for a Super 
Bowl style WATCH PARTY: 
• Gather early for snacks and lunch and 

watch this exciting summit together. Join with hundreds of others across the country 
who care for the earth.   

Register now!  If you cannot join live, register anyway to receive the recording. 
 

Theme: A Future with Hope 
• Rev. Dr. Kenneth Samuel: keynote on Energy Justice  
• A panel discussion of leading voices on issues of energy justice. 
• Climate Hope Artwork contest celebration 
• Come when you can anytime between 1:00-3:30.  
        -Together we will ground and inspire all of us as people of faith in difficult times to join                  
         in protecting the Earth as we hear Rev. Dr. Kenneth Samuel, a renowned advocate   
         and organizer for justice in the Atlanta, Georgia area, will be giving the keynote           
         address.  And also hear from a panel of leading voices on issues of energy justice. 

• Please register yourself for the online summit. Register now! If you cannot join live, reg-
ister anyway to receive the recording. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86752339135
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86752339135
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86752339135
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86752339135
https://bit.ly/2026EarthSummit
https://bit.ly/2026EarthSummit
https://va909.keap-link002.com/v2/click/68a90ed913a90beb5f5cf5685dd25826/eJyNkM1ugzAQhN_FZxTzYwrmhkiUUihSG6IekQPbxGpiLLOkohHvXqetcmqlXndmv9HMhSAooTDvSELOgrucOMRAK7UEhVmvULRfIotil_sOOUr1tjb9qEly-e33pl-vXsiCwOMOwUmDNdXPaVbk1bop86qwZi2MTfkPiblhHAc30OoxzUsyz3-S4S
https://va909.keap-link002.com/v2/click/68a90ed913a90beb5f5cf5685dd25826/eJyNkM1ugzAQhN_FZxTzYwrmhkiUUihSG6IekQPbxGpiLLOkohHvXqetcmqlXndmv9HMhSAooTDvSELOgrucOMRAK7UEhVmvULRfIotil_sOOUr1tjb9qEly-e33pl-vXsiCwOMOwUmDNdXPaVbk1bop86qwZi2MTfkPiblhHAc30OoxzUsyz3-S4S
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Additional info from SJAM Page 
Let’s caravan and carpool !!! 

 

Carry the Hope: A Day for Justice-minded Folks 
All ages welcome! 

April 11, 2026 
10 am to 3 pm  

in Worthington, OH 

 
If you want to join with others and drive to Worthington, OH to-

gether, we will meet at the FLC/CLC parking lot on Rt. 306 at 
7:15 am and be ready to leave at 7:30 am. Please email Dawn 
Dole at coopdole@gmail.com to let her know you will be meet-
ing in the parking lot.  

 
$10 per person. 

 

Register Here.  Everyone needs to register so they can plan the 
lunch count. 

Listen to musician - Luke Wallace by clicking on these links to lis-
ten to some of his music.  

·       https://www.youtube.com/@LukeWallaceMusic 
o   Be the Arc 
o   Carry the Hope 
o   Sons and Daughters 
o   You Are I Am 

 
 
 

Our Creation Care worship service is 
planned for April 26th, with a guest 
preacher Cliff Aerie – musician. We 

hope you join in this uplifting lively worship 
service as we thank God for this glorious 

Creation.  

https://eastohio-reg.brtapp.com/CarrytheHope
https://www.youtube.com/@LukeWallaceMusic
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AB_hD9zHxXQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UK1I9ahCwZE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R7E0yNtwiKE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8bcBqu8j7dw
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Pill Bottle Reuse/Recycling  

Did you know your used pill bottles might be able to help improve medical care in developing countries 

while lessening the burden on the planet?  

 

Matthew 25: Ministries ( m25m.org ) is an Ohio - based non - profit that provides international humanitarian 

aid and disaster relief. They accept donations of clean, empty, recapped, label and residue - free pill bottles 

for inclusion in shipments of medical supplies. This includes any size prescription and over - the - counter 

bottles of pharmaceuticals and supplements that meet the above criteria.   

 

Federated is collecting these bottles and organizing them to send to Matthew 25: Ministries.  

 

Please drop bottles off in the marked drawer/bin next to the angel desk . Please include ONLY  bottles 

that are *clean*, *empty*, *recapped*, *label and residue - free*! (You should remove the stubborn labels 

and glue at home easily with hot water soaking and/or a water - based adhesive remover.)  

 

If you cannot remove the labels or the residue, those prescription bottles can be dropped off for recycling 

in the lobby of the Cuyahoga County Solid Waste District ( cuyahogarecycles.org ) at 4750 E. 131st St.,  

Garfield Hts., 44125. Bottles and lids are collected separately. The lobby is open M - F, 8:30 to 4:30. They 

will be recycled by Industrial Recyclers in Sydney, Ohio.  

 

Please don ’t ever throw the (hard plastic, colored) prescription  bottles in curbside recycling!  

 

But over - the - counter vitamin and wellness product bottles, along with solid white larger - supply           

pharmaceutical bottles, CAN be put in residential curbside recycling bins, as long as bottles are larger 

than 2” in diameter . Recycle with lids on, just like other plastic bottles and jugs.  

 

http://m25m.org
http://cuyahogarecycles.org
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fedchurch.org/pas/
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Community Partners  
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We Need You...  

Looking for some fun, fellowship, and FLC this summer?  
 

We need volunteers (NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED) to lend a helping hand and pull some 

weeds. This is an opportunity open to members and friends of all ages. Please contact 

Thea at tmozingo@fechurch.org to be added to a group mailing list. Once we know who 

is interested and when they are available, we will create sign ups. This is a great way to en-

joy the beautiful spaces at the FLC - the gardens, playgrounds and labyrinth and time with 

friends. Stay tuned for more information!  
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CLERGY  
  Michael Anthony Howard , Senior Pastor  
  Judy Bagley - Bonner, Minister of Pastoral Care  
 

Administration Staff  
   Beth Rutkowski, Senior Director of People and Operations  
   Brooke Strong, Director of Communications  
   Thea Mozingo, Director of Generosity  
   Oliver Mason, Director of Youth and Families  
* Susi Kawolics, Bookkeeper  
* Marty Culbertson , Director of Missions  
* Allison Hutchins,  Administrative Specialist  
  Jake Magalski, Properties, Maintenance & Grounds Lead  
 

Music Staff  
   Joshua Konow , Director of Music Ministries  
* Marcia Snavely , Organist  
* Pat Haynish , Director of Children ’s Choir  
 

Children ’s Ministries Staff  
* Jannine Mason  , Children's Activities Leader  
                                                                                                                                         
*  denotes part - time staff  

Hope to see you  

this Sunday!  
 

10:00 AM  

In person and Online  
 
 

Contact Us!  
 

www.fedchurch.org  

fedchurch@fedchurch.org  

 

Phone: 440.247.6490  

Fax: 440.247.2516  

 

Facebook: facebook.com/thefederatedchurch  

 

Instagram: @federatedchurch  

Fellowship Treats  
 

Federated members take turns bringing treats for Fellowship Hour each Sunday, as scheduled by the 

Congregational Care Commission.  Of course, anyone is welcome to bring treats at any time!  
 

Please bring ready - to- serve treats in disposable containers. Healthy food choices are especially             

welcome. Please no nuts . Thank you for helping to make our Fellowship time delicious and enjoyable!  

 

 

 April 5– last names beginning with L and M  

 April 12– last names beginning with N, O, P, Q, and R  

April 19– last names beginning with S and T  

April 26 – last names beginning with U, V, W, X, Y, and Z  
 

 

 


