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Al Things Ne;v

“Behold, I am making all things new.”- Revelation 21:5

A New Season at Federated
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"| thank my God every time | mention you in my prayers. I'm thankful for all of you every time
| pray, and it’s always a prayer full of joy. I'm glad because of the way you have been my part-
ners in the ministry of the gospel from the time you first believed it until now."

- Philippians 1:.3-5

Dearest Friends,
This is such a hard letter to write.

Saying goodbye is never easy - but doing so to a group of people who have welcomed
Mike and me so warmly, people we have come to know as dear friends - is poignant and
painful. Yet this is the assignment: an interim pastor comes to share in ministry for a time of
transition, a limited set of tasks. And together, we have completed that assignment: we
have worked together to consider the strengths of the congregation, address any areas of
concern (this church has very little to worry about) and help you be ready to call your next
pastor. Over the last seventeen months, we have done all of that and more. And I'm so
happy that we've been able to have had a great time together along the way.

As | prepare to say my goodbye to you all on Easter Sunday, my heart is fulll As much as |
am looking forward to some vacation time followed by a schedule that is a bit more in my
control (no Saturdays worrying about finishing a sermon!), it is so sad to say farewell to all of
you! | will miss the delightful and enthusiastic responses of the children, the teasing of
certain members who love to give me a hard time, the stimulating conversations and the
countless hugs and smiles that | cherish.

But I'm also so excited for what the future holds for this vital and faithful congregation!
Under Michael's leadership | know that you will continue your great justice work and
commitment to serving others. You will welcome new friends with extravagant hospitality
and will deepen your faith in exciting, transformative ways.

My prayer is that this Easter season is one of resurrection and new birth in ways you can’t
even imagine as the Spirit moves through this place with fresh energy. | pray that you will

welcome Michael with the same warmth and generous spirit that you offered to me. And |
pray that God will continue to hold you close and offer you courage and peace.

With warmth and love,

ORI OR
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‘NASTOR MICHAEL

Federated Senior Pastor

Welcome Our New Senior Pastor

Join us on Sunday, April 19th as we officially welcome Rev. Michael Anthony Howard on
his first Sunday as Senior Pastor at Federated Church.

This is a meaningful and exciting moment in the life of our congregation, and we invite you
to be part of it as we gather in worship, celebrate new beginnings, and step together into
this next season of ministry.

Come and extend a warm Federated welcome as we begin this new chapter—together.
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Trinkets ‘N Treasures 2026

ffederated ‘
live your faith @ J/Q\\
.

Electronics Clothing

=7 2026
TRINKETS_ 7

And More...

_/

Furniture
DONATION SALE DATES
DROP-OFF Thur., April 23
. 4-8 PM | $10 Pre-Sale Entry
Sat, April 18 | 9 AM - 5 PM : .
, Fri, April 24
SRRy
! Sat., April 25
Gently used items only, 9 AM - 12 PM | 2 OFF
please. EVERYTHING!

? Family Life Center 16349 Chillicothe Rd. | Chagrin Falls

Discover hidden gems. Support our community.
You never know what treasure you'll find!

fedchurch.org/tnt
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Wondrous Wednesday
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Special Worship at Federated

T@e Oikos Ensemble
Music and Stories to Change the
World

Sunday, April 26, 2026
at10:00 am

The Oikos Ensemble will lead a
special Earth Day celebration
worship service filled with stirring
music depicting nature, dramatic
liturgy supported by music, and
storytelling that involves all ages.
This tribute to creation will inspire
positive ways to help care for the
world around us and, through
sound and song, tune ourselves to
God's abundant universe.

S — —
Glenn Holmes

Ricky Exton Garrett Folger
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Women's Ministry

Circle will meet on April 20 at 1:00 pm in the lower level. We'll be discussing our latest fa-
vorite book and assembling toiletry kits for Another Chance of Ohio, including feminine
hygiene products. Donations of small bars of soap, shampoo, lotion, and deodorant are
needed. If you're unable to attend, please leave items behind the Angel Desk.

Sit & Stitch meets every Thursday at 10:00 am in Room 340. We continue to create
prayer squares, prayer shawls, and baptismal blankets. All are welcome to join us for
stitching and fellowship.

Helping Hands will not meet in April and will resume in May.

Loaves & Fishes will serve lunch at St. Paul’s on April 26. If you're able to contribute
cookies or other treats, please bring them to the church kitchen by 9:00 am on Sunday,
clearly marked “Loaves & Fishes."If you would like to join any of these

activities, all are welcome... just drop in!

For more information contact Lynne Kessell, 440-487-9104 '
or lynnekessell@gmail.com.

Wanted
ﬂ\ilhr’&pwy Phalos

Send in a photo of the
mothers in your life
for a Celebration Video
on May 10th

Send via Email ONLY
To: Pics@fedchurch.org

Include your name and
the names of the moms
you are celebrating

S ‘ |" il

Shirlsy Culbertam

No Later Than 5/6/26
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The Angel Ministries are gearing up and excited to resume in September when the
churchis fully reopened. The Angel Ministries include the following:

Memorial Ministry - Provides support to families and church staff planning and holding
memorial services at the church. The ministry provides logistical help including ushers,
greeters, reception hostesses and other services that help to ease the burden on
families at a challenging time.

Coordinators: Sue Giles, Sue Mansour, Peggie Jo Shinagawa

Memorial Bakers Ministry — Provides home baked desserts for memorial receptions
held at the church. Coordinator: Sue Giles

Angel Food Ministry — Provides meals to help families dealing with sickness, new births
and other circumstances where a prepared meal would be beneficial.
Coordinator: Sue Giles

Angel Ride Ministry — Provides occasional rides to those unable to drive themselves to
appointments or other commitments. Coordinator: Sue Mansour

Wedding Ministry — Provides support to those holding weddings at the church. The
ministry provides logistical help including greeters to help guests navigate the building.
Coordinator: Peggie Jo Shinagawa.

Please keep these ministries in mind when a need arises or when looking for satisfying
volunteer opportunities. Feel free to contact Sue Giles (440) 759-2704, Sue Mansour

(440)668-9399 or Peggie Jo Shinagawa (216) 401 2287 with questions regarding the
ministries’ services or volunteer opportunities.

“"“P(hgel Ministries
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FEDERATED STAFF SPOTLIGHT

If you’ve met Oliver Mason, you’ve seen his
energy and heart for our kids. In his role, he’s
focused on creating meaningful experiences,
building connections, and helping both children
and families feel known and supported at

Federated.

In this spotlight, Oliver shares his vision for the
future of youth and family life in our community.

How is your role

different from a

traditional youth

ministry position?
My role is to be focused on
organizing the programming for
our youth and families, and being
a familiar face that children of the
congregation can recognize and
seek out.The biggest difference
is that | have no seminary
training. Lots of church
leadership positions share many
important aspects with
secondary teaching, and | aim to
use the great skills | have learned
through my time in that space to
excel at Federated.

WITH OLIVER MASON

HE’S NOT A YOUTH PASTOR...
HE’S FEDERATED’S DIRECTOR
OF YOUTH & FAMILIES.

Why is it important
| to include families—
not just youth—in
this work?
As much as children are our
future, we also need to focus on
family engagement because it is
through word of mouth that we
can grow our congregation by

adding new families as much as

the same time?
Each week, we create engaging
programs for our children, and
through those programs we have
begun to create a strong bond
between our staff and children of
the congregation. It is our goal to
extend that bond to the whole
family, and we can do that by
offering services and programs
which are unique to Federated
and rely on the amazing
resources we have available.

What does it look like to
support both children and
their parents/guardians at
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