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From the Desk of Pastor Michael... 
 

Still Carrying the Torch of the United and Uniting Movement!  

 
Dear Federated Church Family,  

 

What a joy it  is to begin this journey with you. In these first days, I have been listening, learning names, 

walking through the building, hearing stories, and beginning to see the deep faithfulness that has 

shaped this congregation for generations. Again and again, one word keeps rising to the surface for 

me: belonging . Belonging, as I am learning, is not a feeling we wait to receive, but a practice we choose 

together —a covenant we live, a table we set, a community we become.  

 

The Federated  Church has always carried a remarkable story. Long before the United Church of Christ 

was formed, Federated was already practicing a united and uniting spirit through the joining of Disciples 

of Christ and Congregational streams. That is what our name means. To be “federated ” is to be joined 

together —not by erasing our differences, but by covenanting to belong to one another in faith, worship, 

service, and love. Later, the UCC itself was born in 1957 from the joining of several historic Christian   

traditions. Those early denominational streams matter, but the story was never meant to stop there. 

Since then, many more streams have flowed into this movement. Federated itself is filled with people 

shaped by different traditions, different questions, and different journeys —people who came here     

because, somehow, this was the place where faith, conscience, love, and justice could belong together.  

 

That is why I believe Federated is still carrying the torch of the United and Uniting movement. Unity was 

not simply something achieved once in a merger. It was, and still is, a movement of the Spirit, calling the 

church to make room at the table, to listen across difference, and to discover Christ among people who 

may not all ask the same questions in the same way.  In a fractured world, our name is not only our 

history; it is our calling.  

 

We are not merely preserving an institution; we are participating in a living tradition. Here, we practice 

making room for one another. Here, we learn to bear one another ’s burdens. Here, we come to the table 

of God and are reminded that grace is not scarce, love is not narrow, and no one belongs alone.  

 

I am honored to be your pastor in this season. I cannot wait to see what God will do among us as we    

listen, worship, serve, and grow together. May we be a church where belonging becomes visible —where 

strangers become neighbors, neighbors become friends, and friends become companions in the     

healing of the world.  

     

With Gratitude,  

 

Michael 
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Mission & Service  

Federated Church chose Re:Source Cleveland ( https://www.resourcecleveland.org/ ) as the recipient of 

our 2024 Christmas Eve Offering. Re:Source serves international newcomers, including former refugees, 

humanitarian parolees, asylees, and individuals with temporary protected status, as they navigate          

challenges and pursue dreams here in Northeast Ohio. Your gift allowed Re:Source to purchase a             

refrigerated van used by their Ohio City Farm program.  
 

Members of the Mission & Service Commission, as well as Director of Youth and Families Oliver Mason, 

recently attended a site visit at their Ohio City Farm location. Our goal was to find ways to continue this 

partnership. After touring their new farm pavilion, hoop houses, and fields, we are pursuing the following 

opportunities:  

 

• You now have the chance to buy/split a “Fair Farm Labor ” CSA share (~$640). The weekly drop - off 

this summer would be Saturday mornings at Federated. Or maybe purchase a share at the “Farm 

Champion ” pricing level, which includes an extra share donated directly to a newcomer family in need 

(https://www.ohiocityfarm.com/csa ). Contact Todd Smith to coordinate your interest in this one - stop 

delivery.  

• Each summer Re:Source hosts Game On! Sports Camps for their youth newcomers. The week - long 

activities conclude with a community meal and Oliver is exploring our youth serving that meal after one 

camp.  

• The weekend before Thanksgiving, Re:Source prepares/delivers 600 meals to clients, as well as      

shelf - stable pantry items. We ’re hoping to help deliver this welcoming American cultural meal to their 

international newcomers.  
 

https://www.resourcecleveland.org/
https://www.ohiocityfarm.com/csa
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• This June, the Ohio City Farm ’s Glick Farm Store will be open for retail business. It ’s the perfect       

opportunity for anyone from the Federated faith family, or a Federated group, to support Re:Source 

Cleveland by visiting the farm and eating a prepared meal they ’ve purchased from the Store.  

• Another service opportunity Oliver is investigating: having our youth group spend a workday on the 

farm alongside the employed newcomers, during both the planting and harvesting seasons.  

 

If you ’d like to be included in one of these efforts, contact any member of the Mission & Service        

Commission who ’s working on your behalf: Dave Strauch (dhstrauch@yahoo.com), Todd Smith 

(onetoddsmith@gmail.com), Marty Culbertson ( mculbert@fedchurch.org ), Caroline McClennan, Joy  

Wyatt, Terry Rounds, Gay Quintin, Laura Taylor, Gary Dole, Wendy Pierce, or Pete Bednar.  

 

mailto:mculbert@fedchurch.org
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Legacy  

Creating a Lasting Legacy at Federated  

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. ” — Matthew 6:21 

As followers of Christ, we at Federated Church are called to share our blessings for the good of 

our community and the world. Generosity is more than an act of giving — it is a spiritual practice, 

a way of giving back in gratitude for all God has provided.  

During this Spring season, we invite you to consider supporting the Federated Church Legacy 

Fund. The word legacy comes from the Latin legare, meaning “to appoint ” or “to send as an    

ambassador. ” In that spirit, a legacy gift becomes an ambassador of your faith, carrying your   

values forward for generations to come.  

The Legacy Fund — our church ’s endowment — strengthens Federated ’s long - term financial 

foundation while providing annual support for our ministries. The fund currently has a value of 

approximately $850,000 (as of March 31st) and is carefully stewarded by the Legacy            

Committee, which oversees both its management and its mission. Each year, up to 5% of the 

fund may be distributed to support the church ’s operating budget. In 2025, the Church ’s general 

fund received an annual contribution of $38,380.  

Your generosity today helps ensure that Federated Church remains vibrant, stable, and           

mission - driven well into the future. We invite you to prayerfully consider:  

• Making a designated gift to the Legacy Fund  

• Including Federated in your estate plans or gifting financial assets such as cash, stocks, or real 

estate  

If you choose to make a planned gift, you can share your intentions with the church using our  

notification of intent  form.  

Thank you for considering a gift that will bless our church family for years to come. Your legacy 

of faith and generosity truly makes a difference.  

Sincerely,  

Federated Church ’s Legacy Committee  

https://fedchurch.org/mt-content/uploads/2021/06/2021-notification-of-intent.pdf
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Generosity 



 

 

Women ’s Ministry  
 

Circle  will meet on Monday, May 18 for lunch at Washington Street Diner at 11:30 am. All 

are welcome —come join us!  

Sit & Stitch  continues to meet every Thursday at 10:00 am in Room 340. We have plenty 

of yarn and knitting needles available —please join us for stitching and fellowship.  

Helping Hands  will not meet in May due to Memorial Day. We look forward to gathering 

again in June.  

Loaves & Fishes  will not have an event for May, but stay tuned for additional updated.  

Thank you for your continued support —we appreciate it!  

For more information contact Lynne Kessell, 440 - 487 - 9104                  

or lynnekessell@gmail.com .  

mailto:lynnekessell@gmail.com
mailto:lynnekessell@gmail.com
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Youth & Family  

Please CLICK HERE  to Sign Up!  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MpGP7ZW7jQwgs-m3NJrYBBgYs_HfcW1G/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105960277114118020517&rtpof=true&sd=true
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Social and Environmental Justice (SJAM) News  
 

The mission of the Social Justice Advocacy Ministry is to be a voice and witness to God ’s love for all people and    

creation and to advocate for justice for those who are marginalized, discriminated against and denied their inherent 

rights as children of God and citizens of our nation and world.  

 

We strive to become well informed, provide opportunities to educate ourselves, balanced with opportunities to take 

action.  Live Our Faith!  

 

To learn more or receive our emails, please contact sjamfedchurch@gmail.com  

 

 

Next Meeting: Sunday, May 17, 2026  

LOWER LEVEL MEETING ROOM  

Come and join us! ALL ARE WELCOME!  

 

 

 

The Creation Care and Justice team  is once again selling Milkweed Plants this Spring, helping our Neighbors, 

the Beautiful Butterfly !  In May or June SJAM will once again be selling Milkweed plants to support our butterfly 

friends.  We do not know exactly when the plants will arrive so be looking for information later in May.   
 

We invite people to buy one (or more) for themselves and then buy one to donate to FLC/CLC for planting in 

their  butterfly garden.  

 

Prayer Vigils – Ohio Is Home – Ohio Immigrant Alliance  
Ohio Immigrant Alliance will be holding vigils from May 23rd to May 30 . Communities across Ohio are coming      

together for a statewide interfaith vigils in solidarity with people held in civil immigration detention centers(a.k.a.   

ICE jail). Faith leaders, organizers, and community members will raise their voices, hold space for reflection, and 

stand in collective action. Visit: www.ohioishome.org  

The week of prayer vigils will start on May 23 outside Seneca jail.  They will end in Youngstown on May 30 outside 

the Mahoning jail. Organizers would love other people to organize in their areas, even if they don't have a jail. These 

are vigils, not a protest format. The event in Geauga is at the Geauga County Jail -  May 28 vigil  from 7:00 -  8:30PM.  

Learn more at https://www.ohioishome.org/events/may - 30 - prayer -  vigils  

• Rannigan shared that she attended an AMIS event last night with  

        Austin Kocher, research professor at Syracuse University, who has a substack blog at                                                   

        https://austinkocher.substack.com/ . He keeps the nation informed on ICE operations, detention data and            

        immigration enforcement. Kocher has been studying detention centers for twenty years. Detention centers    

        across the US hold 70,000 immigrants. The goal is to hold 100,000.There is one death every week in one of the    

        centers. Louisiana is a main hub for detentions, and it ’s here where planes are filled with people from many         

        different countries and then delivered to one place which isn ’t associated with their culture.  

• Pride in the CLE Saturday June 6, 2026 -  March at 11:00. Event is 11- 6 pm. We are  

       sponsors and will march with the UCC. Susi is coordinating.  

• SOGI Family Pride Saturday June 27, 12 – 4 pm FLC (Chris) We are sponsors, will have a table there, will need 

volunteers to man the table. Stay tuned for details -  

To see events that may be of interest to you – 

go to:  

https://docs.google.com/document/

d/15o1wV1KY9yPpMqiLsQww0uMA -

0SmulT_og24PCblya4/edit?usp=sharing  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83595558354?pwd=U1VxZU5SZ0NjcEVkbEcxeXpsbVlWdz09
mailto:sjamfedchurch@gmail.com
http://www.ohioishome.org
https://www.ohioishome.org/events/may-30-prayer-
https://austinkocher.substack.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15o1wV1KY9yPpMqiLsQww0uMA-0SmulT_og24PCblya4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15o1wV1KY9yPpMqiLsQww0uMA-0SmulT_og24PCblya4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15o1wV1KY9yPpMqiLsQww0uMA-0SmulT_og24PCblya4/edit?usp=sharing
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Social and Environmental Justice (SJAM) News  
 

Other Topics  

-  SJAM Speaker Night -  (Cathy)  

Christians in the Holy Land – Wednesday  
 May 13 Bell St (Cathy).  Speaker Mother Agapia scheduled to come 6 - 9 pm. Cathy has arranged time for her to 

speak with other congregations of various faiths. We discussed using SJAM funds to underwrite her travel expenses. 

Cathy will give us an amount for Mother Agapia ’s travel and SJAM will reimburse. In addition, a free will offering for 

her organization will be accepted. She will speak about Christians in the Holy Land; she ’s a powerful advocate for 

peace in Palestine. Flyer is available.  

 

Joint Christian Advocacy Summit. May 5 - 7  (Cathy W) Cathy shared information about this event in DC. Christians 

uniting for justice in Palestine and Israel. To learn more visit:  https://jointsummit2026.com/  

 

Day of Healing and Peace –Saturday, May 16th  

9 am -  12 pm – At Federated Church  

• Drop in, stay as long as you like, format,  

• ALL ARE WELCOME! ACTIVITIES FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN  

• Volunteers needed. Let us know if you can help. This is a big effort. Help and  

        ideas are welcome. The concept is to have various healing activities at Bell Street. -  Reiki, Yoga, Prayers,                  

        Labyrinth. etc. small group conversation, Kids yoga, painting, an activity to get hands into the dirt, and plant    

        seeds to take home – “Seeds of Hope ”. Other ideas welcome. Planning committee could use help, too.  

• We want to create a Peace Pole – will need funds to buy materials. Dawn is working with Jake on the details and 

Paul Koepf has agreed to make the pole. High School student will be our artist to design and to help us paint it.  

·       English, Spanish, Arabic, Ukrainian Peace on Earth (in four languages)  

• Contact: Dawn Dole, Susi Kawolics, Catherine Schneider or Marilyn Wise, or sjamfedchurch@gmail.com  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83595558354?pwd=U1VxZU5SZ0NjcEVkbEcxeXpsbVlWdz09
mailto:sjamfedchurch@gmail.com
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4EA4AE2EA1F9CF8-63856967-reiki#/


Page 24  |  The Spire  fedchurch.org 

 

 



440.247.6490  May 2026 |  Page 25 

 

Celebrating, Honoring and Caring for the Earth Every Day 
  
 

What is God calling us to do for the Earth right now? 

 

What kind of world do we want to leave to our children 
and grandchildren seven generations from now? 

  
➢ We offer a prayer booklet and invite you and/or your family to Pray for the 
Earth  Pick up your copy of the Prayers for the Earth booklet at the Angel desk, in 
the narthex after worship, in Fellowship Hall after worship and at our Action Tree in 
the lobby. 
 

➢ We also invite everyone to create Actions for the Earth - things that you can do 
individually, as a family or with friends. We will have our Action Tree set up in the 
church lower lobby, write on a leaf the things that you are doing to support God's 
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Pill Bottle Reuse/Recycling  

Did you know your used pill bottles might be able to help improve medical care in developing countries 

while lessening the burden on the planet?  

 

Matthew 25: Ministries ( m25m.org ) is an Ohio - based non - profit that provides international humanitarian 

aid and disaster relief. They accept donations of clean, empty, recapped, label and residue - free pill bottles 

for inclusion in shipments of medical supplies. This includes any size prescription and over - the - counter 

bottles of pharmaceuticals and supplements that meet the above criteria.   

 

Federated is collecting these bottles and organizing them to send to Matthew 25: Ministries.  

 

Please drop bottles off in the marked drawer/bin next to the angel desk . Please include ONLY  bottles 

that are *clean*, *empty*, *recapped*, *label and residue - free*! (You should remove the stubborn labels 

and glue at home easily with hot water soaking and/or a water - based adhesive remover.)  

 

If you cannot remove the labels or the residue, those prescription bottles can be dropped off for recycling 

in the lobby of the Cuyahoga County Solid Waste District ( cuyahogarecycles.org ) at 4750 E. 131st St.,  

Garfield Hts., 44125. Bottles and lids are collected separately. The lobby is open M - F, 8:30 to 4:30. They 

will be recycled by Industrial Recyclers in Sydney, Ohio.  

 

Please don ’t ever throw the (hard plastic, colored) prescription  bottles in curbside recycling!  

 

But over - the - counter vitamin and wellness product bottles, along with solid white larger - supply           

pharmaceutical bottles, CAN be put in residential curbside recycling bins, as long as bottles are larger 

than 2” in diameter . Recycle with lids on, just like other plastic bottles and jugs.  

 

http://m25m.org
http://cuyahogarecycles.org


440.247.6490  May 2026 |  Page 27 

 

fedchurch.org/pas/


Page 28  |  The Spire  fedchurch.org 

 

 

Community Partners  
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CLERGY  
  Michael Anthony Howard , Senior Pastor  
  Judy Bagley - Bonner, Minister of Pastoral Care  
 

Administration Staff  
   Beth Rutkowski, Senior Director of People and Operations  
   Brooke Strong, Director of Communications  
   Thea Mozingo, Director of Generosity  
   Oliver Mason, Director of Youth and Families  
* Susi Kawolics, Bookkeeper  
* Marty Culbertson , Director of Missions  
* Allison Hutchins,  Administrative Specialist  
  Jake Magalski, Properties, Maintenance & Grounds Lead  
 

Music Staff  
   Joshua Konow , Director of Music Ministries  
* Marcia Snavely , Organist  
* Pat Haynish , Director of Children ’s Choir  
 

Children ’s Ministries Staff  
* Jannine Mason  , Children's Activities Leader  
                                                                                                                                         
*  denotes part - time staff  

Hope to see you  

this Sunday!  
 

10:00 AM  

In person and Online  
 
 

Contact Us!  
 

www.fedchurch.org  

fedchurch@fedchurch.org  

 

Phone: 440.247.6490  

Fax: 440.247.2516  

76 Bell St. | Chagrin Falls | OH | 44022  

 

Facebook: facebook.com/thefederatedchurch  

 

Instagram: @federatedchurch  

Fellowship Treats  
 

Federated members take turns bringing treats for Fellowship Hour each Sunday, as scheduled by the 

Congregational Care Commission.  Of course, anyone is welcome to bring treats at any time!  
 

Please bring ready - to- serve treats in disposable containers. Healthy food choices are especially             

welcome. Please no nuts . Thank you for helping to make our Fellowship time delicious and enjoyable!  

 

 

 May 3– last names beginning with A & B  

 May 10– last names beginning with C & D  

May 17– last names beginning with E, F, and G  

May 24 – last names beginning with H, I, J, and K  

May 31– last names beginning with L & M  

 
 


