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From the Desk of Pastor Michael... 
 

Many Gifts, One Body  

 

As we move into June, I find myself deeply grateful for the life we are sharing together at Federated 

Church.   
 

Over these last weeks, we have been listening closely to Jesus ’ words in the Gospel of John. We have 

returned  again and again  to the table, to the commandment to love one another, to the promise of the 

Spirit, and to Jesus ’ prayer “that they may be one. ” At Pentecost, we celebrated the fire of 

God:  the  Spirit forming the followers of Jesus into one body, not by making them all the same, but by 

filling them with a shared life and sending them to speak good news in many tongues.   
 

That, I believe, is part of the direction God is inviting us to walk together.   
 

Federated Church is a congregation of remarkable gifts. I continue to be amazed by the wisdom,       

creativity, generosity, faithfulness, and compassion present in this community. Some of those gifts are 

visible on Sunday mornings through music, worship leadership, welcome, prayer, teaching, and care. 

Others are offered quietly through committees, commissions, visits, meals, repairs, planning, service, 

and the steady work of tending the life of the church. Still others move beyond our walls through      

partnerships,  creation  care, advocacy, generosity, and friendship.   
 

Again and again, I find myself  thinking:  there is so much here.  So much history.  So much faith.  So much 

kindness,  imagination, and  desire to serve.  So much possibility!   
 

One of my hopes as your pastor is that we will continue learning how to recognize, bless, organize, and 

share these gifts. The church is not  only a place  where we gather. The church is a body — the Body of 

Christ  — formed by the Spirit for the sake of the world. Each person brings something necessary. Each 

gift matters. Each act of care helps reveal the love of God.   
 

In the months ahead, we will keep asking important questions together. What does it mean for           

Federated to be a United and Uniting church today? How do we become a community where people 

know they belong? How do we help each person discover and offer their gifts? How do we carry Christ ’s 

love beyond our walls into the hopes and needs of the world around us?   
 

These questions are both spiritual and practical.  They shape how we worship, how we welcome, how we 

care for one another, how we use our buildings and resources, how we serve our neighbors, and how we 

listen for the Spirit ’s movement among us.   
 

I am grateful to be walking this road with you. I am grateful for the Spirit ’s fire among us. And I am  

grateful for the many ways this church already embodies the dream 

of God:  many gifts,  one Spirit,  one table,  one Body.     

 

With gratitude and hope,  

 

Pastor Michael 
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Women ’s Ministry  
 

Circle  will not meet during the summer months and will resume in September. Enjoy the      

summer, and we may even gather for a lunch outing before then. See you in the fall!  

Sit & Stitch  continues to meet every Thursday at 10:00 AM in Room 340. We have plenty of 

yarn, knitting needles, and crochet hooks available. Together we create prayer squares, prayer 

shawls, and blessing blankets for those in need. New participants are always welcome!  

Helping Hands  will meet on Monday, June 22 at 1:00 PM in the Lower - Level Meeting Room. 

Join us as we stuff and sew pillows for Hospice of the Western Reserve. Fabric donations are 

always appreciated and may be left behind the Angel Desk. We look forward to sharing            

fellowship and service together.  

Loaves & Fishes  will provide lunch for our friends at St. Paul's, our sister 

church, on Sunday, June 28. If you are able to donate cookies or other 

baked treats, please leave them in the church kitchen by 9:00 AM that 

morning and mark them "Loaves & Fishes."  

Thank you for your continued support —we appreciate it!  

For more information contact Lynne Kessell, 440 - 487 - 9104 or 

lynnekessell@gmail.com .  

mailto:lynnekessell@gmail.com
mailto:lynnekessell@gmail.com
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeNLLJvslZ1aCdySgR-xII1dAkG8-sDBNwSgWXotv-6BQn-HA/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=115314817029480558613
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Social and Environmental Justice (SJAM) News  
 

The mission of the Social Justice Advocacy Ministry is to be a voice and witness to God ’s love for all people and    

creation and to advocate for justice for those who are marginalized, discriminated against and denied their inherent 

rights as children of God and citizens of our nation and world.  

 

We strive to become well informed, provide opportunities to educate ourselves, balanced with opportunities to take 

action.  Live Our Faith!  

 

To learn more or receive our emails, please contact sjamfedchurch@gmail.com  

 

 

Next Meeting: Sunday, May 17, 2026  

LOWER LEVEL MEETING ROOM  

Come and join us! ALL ARE WELCOME!  

 

 

 

The Creation Care and Justice team  is once again selling Milkweed Plants this Spring, helping our Neighbors, 

the Beautiful Butterfly !  In May or June SJAM will once again be selling Milkweed plants to support our butterfly 

friends.  We do not know exactly when the plants will arrive so be looking for information later in May.   
 

We invite people to buy one (or more) for themselves and then buy one to donate to FLC/CLC for planting in 

their  butterfly garden.  

 

Prayer Vigils – Ohio Is Home – Ohio Immigrant Alliance  
Ohio Immigrant Alliance will be holding vigils from May 23rd to May 30 . Communities across Ohio are coming      

together for a statewide interfaith vigils in solidarity with people held in civil immigration detention centers(a.k.a.   

ICE jail). Faith leaders, organizers, and community members will raise their voices, hold space for reflection, and 

stand in collective action. Visit: www.ohioishome.org  

The week of prayer vigils will start on May 23 outside Seneca jail.  They will end in Youngstown on May 30 outside 

the Mahoning jail. Organizers would love other people to organize in their areas, even if they don't have a jail. These 

are vigils, not a protest format. The event in Geauga is at the Geauga County Jail -  May 28 vigil  from 7:00 -  8:30PM.  

Learn more at https://www.ohioishome.org/events/may - 30 - prayer -  vigils  

• Rannigan shared that she attended an AMIS event last night with  

        Austin Kocher, research professor at Syracuse University, who has a substack blog at                                                   

        https://austinkocher.substack.com/ . He keeps the nation informed on ICE operations, detention data and            

        immigration enforcement. Kocher has been studying detention centers for twenty years. Detention centers    

        across the US hold 70,000 immigrants. The goal is to hold 100,000.There is one death every week in one of the    

        centers. Louisiana is a main hub for detentions, and it ’s here where planes are filled with people from many         

        different countries and then delivered to one place which isn ’t associated with their culture.  

• Pride in the CLE Saturday June 6, 2026 -  March at 11:00. Event is 11- 6 pm. We are  

       sponsors and will march with the UCC. Susi is coordinating.  

• SOGI Family Pride Saturday June 27, 12 – 4 pm FLC (Chris) We are sponsors, will have a table there, will need 

volunteers to man the table. Stay tuned for details -  

To see events that may be of interest to you – 

go to:  

https://docs.google.com/document/

d/15o1wV1KY9yPpMqiLsQww0uMA -

0SmulT_og24PCblya4/edit?usp=sharing  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83595558354?pwd=U1VxZU5SZ0NjcEVkbEcxeXpsbVlWdz09
mailto:sjamfedchurch@gmail.com
http://www.ohioishome.org
https://www.ohioishome.org/events/may-30-prayer-
https://austinkocher.substack.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15o1wV1KY9yPpMqiLsQww0uMA-0SmulT_og24PCblya4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15o1wV1KY9yPpMqiLsQww0uMA-0SmulT_og24PCblya4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15o1wV1KY9yPpMqiLsQww0uMA-0SmulT_og24PCblya4/edit?usp=sharing
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Social and Environmental Justice (SJAM) News  
 

The mission of the Social Justice Advocacy Ministry is to be a voice and witness to God ’s love for all people and cre-

ation and to advocate for justice for those who are marg inalized, discriminated ag ainst and denied their inherent 

rights as children of God and citizens of our nation and world.  

We strive to become well informed, provide opportunities to educate ourselves, balanced with opportunities to take 

action.  Live Our Faith!  

To learn more or receive our emails, please contact sjamfedchurch@gmail.com  
 

 

Next Meeting: Sunday, 14, 2026  

PLEASE NOTE: SECOND SUNDAY!  

LOWER LEVEL MEETING ROOM  

Come and join us! ALL ARE WELCOME!  
 

 

The Creation Care and Justice team  is once again selling Milkweed Plants   
 

We are once again helping our Neighbors, the Beautiful Butterfly !  This month, SJAM will once again be selling 

Milkweed plants to support our butterfly friends.   

 

We invite people to buy one (or more) for themselves and then buy one to donate to FLC/CLC for planting in 

their  butterfly garden. Cost will be $5.00 per plant and will be sold in Fellowship Hall after worship services.  
 

June is PRIDE MONTH  

 

Pride in the CLE  

Saturday, June 6th -  11 AM Downtown Cleveland  

(Carpool from Federated at 9:45 AM)  
SJAM is once again a co - sponsor for Pride in the CLE.  This takes place on Saturday June 6, 2026  - at 11 

AM.  We will march with the UCC group. We will carpool from Federated Church parking lot, meeting at 

9:45 AM  that morning. Wear your Federated T - Shirt, or a bright/rainbow color and come march with us. If 

you want to carpool, email: sjamfedchurch@gmail.com  so we know you ’re coming.  

To see events that may be of interest to you – go 

to:  

https://docs.google.com/document/

d/15o1wV1KY9yPpMqiLsQww0uMA -

0SmulT_og24PCblya4/edit?usp=sharing  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83595558354?pwd=U1VxZU5SZ0NjcEVkbEcxeXpsbVlWdz09
mailto:sjamfedchurch@gmail.com
mailto:sjamfedchurch@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15o1wV1KY9yPpMqiLsQww0uMA-0SmulT_og24PCblya4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15o1wV1KY9yPpMqiLsQww0uMA-0SmulT_og24PCblya4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15o1wV1KY9yPpMqiLsQww0uMA-0SmulT_og24PCblya4/edit?usp=sharing
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SJAM Speaker Night and discussion 
Monday, June 15th - 7-9 PM 

At 76 Bell St. – Fellowship Hall 
DE-MYSTIFYING AND UNDERSTANDING TRANSGENDER:  
STORIES FROM OUR TRANS-SIBLINGS 
Come watch excerpts from the documentary “Mama Bears,” and also hear stories from our Trans-siblings and par-
ents. 
See flyer on page … for more details 
 

 

 
SOGI Family Pride 
Saturday, June 27th - 12 pm – 4 pm 
Family Life Center, 16349 Chillicothe Rd., Bainbridge 
 
Please join us at the SOGI Family Pride event, which SJAM is also co-sponsoring. 
It will be Saturday June 27, 12 – 4 pm at the Family Life Center. We’re looking for volunteers to help with the 
event, and to staff our table.  
Email sjamfedchurch@gmail.com if you’re interested in helping, otherwise, just come and enjoy! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83595558354?pwd=U1VxZU5SZ0NjcEVkbEcxeXpsbVlWdz09
mailto:sjamfedchurch@gmail.com
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https://www.encorechambermusic.org/musicideasfestival-ticket2
https://www.encorechambermusic.org/musicideasfestival-ticket4
https://chamberfestcleveland.com/event/summer-music/
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CLERGY  
  Michael Anthony Howard , Senior Pastor  
  Judy Bagley - Bonner, Minister of Pastoral Care  
 

Administration Staff  
   Beth Rutkowski, Senior Director of People and Operations  
   Brooke Strong, Director of Communications  
   Thea Mozingo, Director of Generosity  
   Oliver Mason, Director of Youth and Families  
* Susi Kawolics, Bookkeeper  
* Marty Culbertson , Director of Missions  
* Allison Hutchins,  Administrative Specialist  
  Jake Magalski, Properties, Maintenance & Grounds Lead  
 

Music Staff  
   Joshua Konow , Director of Music Ministries  
* Marcia Snavely , Organist  
* Pat Haynish , Director of Children ’s Choir  
 

Children ’s Ministries Staff  
* Jannine Mason  , Children's Activities Leader  
                                                                                                                                         
*  denotes part - time staff  

Hope to see you  

this Sunday!  
 

10:00 AM  

In person and Online  
 
 

Contact Us!  
 

www.fedchurch.org  

fedchurch@fedchurch.org  

 

Phone: 440.247.6490  

Fax: 440.247.2516  

76 Bell St. | Chagrin Falls | OH | 44022  

 

Facebook: facebook.com/thefederatedchurch  

 

Instagram: @federatedchurch  

Fellowship Treats  
 

Federated members take turns bringing treats for Fellowship Hour each Sunday, as scheduled by the 

Congregational Care Commission.  Of course, anyone is welcome to bring treats at any time!  
 

Please bring ready - to- serve treats in disposable containers. Healthy food choices are especially             

welcome. Please no nuts . Thank you for helping to make our Fellowship time delicious and enjoyable!  

 

 

 June 7– last names beginning with L & M  

 June 14– last names beginning with N, O, P, Q, & R  

June 21– last names beginning with S & T  

June 28 – last names beginning with U, V, W, X, Y, & Z  
 

 

 


