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What Kind of Place Are We Becoming?

One of the questions that has shaped my ministry over the years is surprisingly simple:
What kind of place are we becoming?

Not simply, What do we believe? Or, What programs do we offer? But what kind of community is taking shape
among us? When someone walks through our doors, what do they experience? When a child grows up in this
church, what kind of faith is being formed? When our neighbors think about Federated, what comes to mind?

You may have noticed my absence on Father's Day Weekend. | had the privilege of presenting a paper at the
annual meeting of the American Society of Missiology in Notre Dame, Indiana. (Missiology is the study of how the
Church participates in God’s mission in the world.) | was invited to share my research on the theology of
place—asking how the places we inhabit shape our faithfulness as followers of Christ.

As | shared my work, | realized that the questions | was bringing to that conversation are the very questions we
are living together here at Federated.

Christians often speak about mission as something that happens when we are “sent.” There is truth in that. But |
have become convinced that...

Before we ask where God is sending us, we should first ask what kind of place God is forming us to be.

When we ask that question, so many of our ministries begin to connect. Hospitality is about the kind of place
we become for a visitor. Christian education is about the kind of place we become for our children. Caring for our
neighbors is about the kind of place we become within our community. Even the way we care for place is part of
our witness. Mission is not only about somewhere else. It begins in the life we cultivate together here.

Scripture is full of places: a garden, a wilderness, a promised land, a home in exile, a table, a village, a city, and
finally a holy city where God dwells among humanity. Over and over, God does not simply call individuals. God
forms a people and gives them a way of inhabiting the world together.

Every conversation about welcoming a visitor, teaching a child, caring for a neighbor, tending these
beautiful places of ours, or creating a church where people are safe, known, and loved is really the same
conversation. In the end, all of these are ways of asking the same question: What kind of place are we becoming?

| don't pretend to have all the answers. But | do believe that asking the right question changes everything. My
hope is that, together, Federated will become a place where the love of Christ is not only proclaimed but
experienced—where our life together bears witness to the good news we share.
Thank you for allowing me to represent our congregation in that wider
conversation. More importantly, thank you for being part of the conversation
that matters most: the one we are living together every day.

May we continue to ask, together: What kind of place are we becoming?

Ours the Journey,
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COME AS YOU ARE. I STAY AS LONG AS YOU’D LIKE. | THERE’S ROOM FOR YOU HERE.

Federated Front Porch '
SUMMER SERIES

SIMPLE GATHERINGS. MEANINGFUL CONNECTION. OPEN TO ALL.

ON THE PORCH
WITH PASTOR MICHAEL

......... [~ JEPERRRREY n
Grab a popsicle and Gather around the fire An acoustic jam session
chat with Pastor Michael! for s’mores, stories, open to all artists and
Bring the kids, your laughs, and connection listeners. Come to play,
questions, and a friend. for all ages. or come to enjoy!

ima  JUNE 17
Hd

ima  JULY 15 p=a AUGUST 5
i3 - e

6:00 - 8:00 PM

6:00 - 8:00 PM 6:00 - 8:00 PM

A WELCOMING COMMUNITY
1 federated ROOTED IN FAITH, OPEN TO ALL, Lm meie az.
. .“/'Vz"n'.‘\'r)!{/ \,"(i..’i-//‘." AND HERE FOR GOOD. FEDCHURCH.ORG
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A relaxed sum

WEDNESDAY, =7 6:00 - 'u'rooo GAMES, | -

JULY15 | 8:00PM | &sMoReS! B

(ro0d, M Greal pesple.

WE CAN’T WAIT TO SEE YOU! <

RIGHT AT THE FRONT

'|' federated OF THE CHURCH! <
:




JULY 2026 -O-

PRIMETIME GUARDIANS GAME
JULY Cheer on the Guardians with friends!
1 A fun afternoon at the ballpark.

THEO OF GOLDEN BOOK CONVERSATION

A thoughtful discussion about this inspiring
story and its message of hope and inclusion.

PRIMETIME PICNIC

Enjoy good food, great company,
and summer fun together!

YOUTH COLORADO TRIP

A week of adventure, service,
and faith in the mountains.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS)
A week of faith, fun, and friendship
for kids! More details coming soon.

FRONT PORCH S’MORES NIGHT

Gather around the fire for stories,
s'mores, and sweet summer memories.

BOARD GAMES NIGHT 6-8 PM
Another chance to roll the dice,
laugh, and play!

B LEARN MORE & Ofs40
SIGN UP FOR EVENTS/‘N i

fedchurch.org/events [5]
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AUGUST 2026 -O-

FRONT PORCH JAM NIGHT
AUGUST Bring a chair, your voice or an instrument,
5 and enjoy an evening of live music
and community.
AUGUST ALL CHURCH ?IQNIC .
One church. One picnic. One big day
9 of food, games, and fellowship!
AUGUST CAPTAINS GAME
Take me out to the ballgame!
13 Join us for a fun night with the Captains.

AN

SEPTEMBER 2026 -O-

@ — RALLY DAY
'Q Celebrate a new season of faith

EMBER
\ 13 and community together!

THERE'S ROOM

FOR YOU HERE.
Come as you are.

Stay as long as you'd like.
There's room for you here.
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BOOK CONVERSATION:
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' If Theo of Golden touches your imagination, stirs your spirit,
or leaves you thinking long after the final page, you are
warmly invited to an evening of conversation and reflection.

’ Together we will explore the book’s themes, symbolism,
characters, spiritual insights, and the many ways readers
have found hope, beauty, and inspiration in its story. This
gathering is intended especially for those who connected
with the book and would enjoy discussing what it meant
to them.

ﬂ Because responses to Theo of Golden can vary w1de|y,
our focus for the evening will not be on debating the book’s

literary merits, pacing, or style, but rather on engaging the

ideas and experiences that resonate with many readers.

Whether the book made you smlle wonder, reflect, or see
faith and community in a fresh way, we hope you'll join us
for a thoughtful and enjoyable conversation.

Please sign up on Realm
or at Coffee Hour.
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https://onrealm.org/fedchurch/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=NGE4NzgwZTYtZjI2Zi00MjM5LWFhYzQtYjQ1ZjAwMmRjZDM3

An Update on Our Youth & Family Ministries

As many of you know, our Director of Youth & Family Ministries, Oliver Mason, will be
concluding his ministry at Federated Church at the end of July. Oliver has accepted a
teaching position, an exciting opportunity that allows him to continue investing in the lives
of young people.

While we are saddened to see him leave, we are deeply grateful for the energy,
enthusiasm, creativity, and genuine care he has brought to our children, youth, and
families during his time at Federated. His leadership has helped create meaningful
experiences, build lasting relationships, and strengthen our ministry with young people.
We thank Oliver for his faithful service and wish him every blessing as he begins this new
chapter.

Before he departs, Oliver will still accompany our youth on the Colorado trip, and we are
thankful for his continued commitment to our students during this important experience.

The Church Council has formed a search committee to begin the process of identifying
our next Director of Youth & Family Ministries. We ask for your prayers for Oliver as he
transitions into his new role, for our youth and families during this time of change, and for
God's wisdom and guidance as the search committee seeks the person God is calling to

serve at Federated.
T federated

Women'’s Ministry

Circle will not meet during the summer months and will resume in September. Enjoy the summer, and we
may even gather for a lunch outing before then. See you in the fall!

Sit & Stitch continues to meet every Thursday at 10:00 AM in Room 340. We have plenty of yarn, knitting
needles, and crochet hooks available. Together we create prayer squares, prayer shawls, and blessing
blankets for those in need. New participants are always welcome!

Helping Hands will meet on Monday, July 27 at 1:00 PM in the Lower-Level Meeting Room. Join us as we
stuff and sew pillows for Hospice of the Western Reserve. Fabric donations are always appreciated and
may be left behind the Angel Desk. We look forward to sharing fellowship and service together.

Loaves & Fishes will provide lunch for our friends at St. Paul's, our sister church, on Sunday, July 26. If you
are able to donate cookies or other baked treats, please leave them in the church
kitchen by 9:00 AM that morning and mark them "Loaves & Fishes."

Thank you for your continued support—we appreciate it! .

For more information contact Lynne Kessell, 440-487-9104 or
lynnekessell@gmail.com.
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u Allergy Nelice 4=

For the safety and inclusion of our church community,
we strive to keep our potlucks NUT-FREE.

We also ask that you be mindful of other food allergies.
If your dish contains common allergens (such as dairy, eggs,

wheat, soy, sesame, fish, or shellfish), or if you are unsure
about ingredients, please speak with a member of the
kitchen or hospitality team.

While we make every effort to share ingredient information

@ If you have food allergies or concerns, please check with
and support a safe environment, all food is prepared by
volunteers, and we cannot guarantee that any item is free

a member of the kitchen or hospitality team before eating.
PLEASE DO NOT BRING
FOODS CONTAINING
PEANUTS OR TREE NUTS.
from allergens or cross-contact.

We va&wﬂwsafely, dcgmzy, l ’é 'rl"h;‘:lr}k you for
rickinclis 0fallw/w o elping us care

for one another.

Fellowship Treats

Federated members take turns bringing treats for Fellowship Hour each Sunday, as scheduled by the
Congregational Care Commission. Of course, anyone is welcome to bring treats at any time!

Please bring ready-to-serve treats in disposable containers. Healthy food choices are especially
welcome. Please no nuts. Thank you for helping to make our Fellowship time delicious and enjoyable!

July 5- last names beginning with A & B
July 12- last names beginning with C& D
July 19- last names beginning withE, F, & G
July 26~ last names beginning with H, |, J, & K




Braver
Angels

Healing Divisions
with Family and Friends

Starting in July there will be a new resource available to our Federated community.
Dr. Bill Shaul and Pastor Susi Kawolics will offer individual or small group coaching for
folks struggling with polarization and divisiveness within families or between friends.

The growing estrangement within family and friend groups is no longer simply due to
differences in political positions or cultural issues but there are often associated intense
emotions—anger, distrust, and contempt. Many believe this polarization represents a
greater threat to the fabric of our country than any specific issue.

Bill and Susi will make themselves available to individuals or small groups for free
confidential assistance with practical skills on how to bridge these divides. The specific
skills are those developed by Braver Angels, a National non-partisan, grassroots
organization that offers multiple ways of bridging divides, seeking to de-polarize

our communities.

We recognize that each divisive circumstance is unique with a history and personalities
that require a tailored approach. Sessions will not be about changing anyone’s mind on
any given position or how to win arguments. The focus will be on developing listening
and communication skills, especially when we get emotionally triggered by what
someone close to us has said. The purpose will be to re-build relationships and to foster
stronger connections with those we care about most.

++++
+H++
++++

Throughout the month of July there will be an information table
in Fellowship Hall each Sunday after church where Bill or Susi can
answer questions or folks can sign up to participate.

Alternatively anyone may contact Bill at bshaul@braverangels.org
or by calling him at (513) 280-2836.
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