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From the Desk of Pastor Michael...
What Kind of Place Are We Becoming?

One of the questions that has shaped my ministry over the years is surprisingly simple:
What kind of place are we becoming?

Not simply, What do we believe? Or, What programs do we offer? But what kind of community is taking shape
among us? When someone walks through our doors, what do they experience? When a child grows up in this
church, what kind of faith is being formed? When our neighbors think about Federated, what comes to mind?

You may have noticed my absence on Father's Day Weekend. | had the privilege of presenting a paper at the
annual meeting of the American Society of Missiology in Notre Dame, Indiana. (Missiology is the study of how the
Church participates in God’s mission in the world.) | was invited to share my research on the theology of
place—asking how the places we inhabit shape our faithfulness as followers of Christ.

As | shared my work, | realized that the questions | was bringing to that conversation are the very questions we
are living together here at Federated.

Christians often speak about mission as something that happens when we are “sent.” There is truth in that. But |
have become convinced that...

Before we ask where God is sending us, we should first ask what kind of place God is forming us to be.

When we ask that question, so many of our ministries begin to connect. Hospitality is about the kind of place
we become for a visitor. Christian education is about the kind of place we become for our children. Caring for our
neighbors is about the kind of place we become within our community. Even the way we care for place is part of
our witness. Mission is not only about somewhere else. It begins in the life we cultivate together here.

Scripture is full of places: a garden, a wilderness, a promised land, a home in exile, a table, a village, a city, and
finally a holy city where God dwells among humanity. Over and over, God does not simply call individuals. God
forms a people and gives them a way of inhabiting the world together.

Every conversation about welcoming a visitor, teaching a child, caring for a neighbor, tending these
beautiful places of ours, or creating a church where people are safe, known, and loved is really the same
conversation. In the end, all of these are ways of asking the same question: What kind of place are we becoming?

| don't pretend to have all the answers. But | do believe that asking the right question changes everything. My
hope is that, together, Federated will become a place where the love of Christ is not only proclaimed but
experienced—where our life together bears witness to the good news we share.
Thank you for allowing me to represent our congregation in that wider
conversation. More importantly, thank you for being part of the conversation
that matters most: the one we are living together every day.

May we continue to ask, together: What kind of place are we becoming?

Ours the Journey,

PastorMichael,
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COME AS YOU ARE. I STAY AS LONG AS YOU’D LIKE. | THERE’S ROOM FOR YOU HERE.

Federated Front Porch '
SUMMER SERIES

SIMPLE GATHERINGS. MEANINGFUL CONNECTION. OPEN TO ALL.

ON THE PORCH
WITH PASTOR MICHAEL

......... [~ JEPERRRREY n
Grab a popsicle and Gather around the fire An acoustic jam session
chat with Pastor Michael! for s’mores, stories, open to all artists and
Bring the kids, your laughs, and connection listeners. Come to play,
questions, and a friend. for all ages. or come to enjoy!

ima  JUNE 17
Hd

ima  JULY 15 p=a AUGUST 5
i3 - e

6:00 - 8:00 PM

6:00 - 8:00 PM 6:00 - 8:00 PM

A WELCOMING COMMUNITY
1 federated ROOTED IN FAITH, OPEN TO ALL, Lm meie az.
. .“/'Vz"n'.‘\'r)!{/ \,"(i..’i-//‘." AND HERE FOR GOOD. FEDCHURCH.ORG
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A relaxed sum

WEDNESDAY, =7 6:00 - 'u'rooo GAMES, | -

JULY15 | 8:00PM | &sMoReS! B

&M M Greal pesple.

WE CAN’T WAIT TO SEE YOU! <

RIGHT AT THE FRONT

'|' federated OF THE CHURCH! <
:
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B LEARN MORE & Ofs40
SIGN UP FOR EVENTS/‘N :

JULY 2026 -O-

PRIMETIME GUARDIANS GAME

Cheer on the Guardians with friends!
A fun afternoon at the ballpark.

THEO OF GOLDEN BOOK CONVERSATION

A thoughtful discussion about this inspiring
story and its message of hope and inclusion.

PRIMETIME PICNIC

Enjoy good food, great company,
and summer fun together!

YOUTH COLORADO TRIP

A week of adventure, service,
and faith in the mountains.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS)
A week of faith, fun, and friendship
for kids! More details coming soon.

FRONT PORCH S’MORES NIGHT

Gather around the fire for stories,
s'mores, and sweet summer memories.

BOARD GAMES NIGHT 6-8 PM
Another chance to roll the dice,
laugh, and play!

fedchurch.org/events [5]
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fedchurch.org/events

AUGUST 2026 -O-

FRONT PORCH JAM NIGHT
AUGUST Bring a chair, your voice or an instrument,
5 and enjoy an evening of live music
and community.
AUGUST ALL CHURCH ?IQNIC .
One church. One picnic. One big day
9 of food, games, and fellowship!
AUGUST CAPTAINS GAME
Take me out to the ballgame!
13 Join us for a fun night with the Captains.

AN

SEPTEMBER 2026 -O-

@ — RALLY DAY
'Q Celebrate a new season of faith

EMBER
\ 13 and community together!

THERE'S ROOM

FOR YOU HERE.
Come as you are.

Stay as long as you'd like.
There's room for you here.
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fedchurch.org/events

BOOK CONVERSATION:
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' If Theo of Golden touches your imagination, stirs your spirit,
or leaves you thinking long after the final page, you are
warmly invited to an evening of conversation and reflection.

’ Together we will explore the book’s themes, symbolism,
characters, spiritual insights, and the many ways readers
have found hope, beauty, and inspiration in its story. This
gathering is intended especially for those who connected
with the book and would enjoy discussing what it meant
to them.

ﬂ Because responses to Theo of Golden can vary w1de|y,
our focus for the evening will not be on debating the book’s

literary merits, pacing, or style, but rather on engaging the

ideas and experiences that resonate with many readers.

Whether the book made you smlle wonder, reflect, or see
faith and community in a fresh way, we hope you'll join us
for a thoughtful and enjoyable conversation.

Please sign up on Realm
or at Coffee Hour.

e A ) S p At
Ry« ISR ¥
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https://onrealm.org/fedchurch/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=NGE4NzgwZTYtZjI2Zi00MjM5LWFhYzQtYjQ1ZjAwMmRjZDM3

An Update on Our Youth & Family Ministries

As many of you know, our Director of Youth & Family Ministries, Oliver Mason, will be
concluding his ministry at Federated Church at the end of July. Oliver has accepted a
teaching position, an exciting opportunity that allows him to continue investing in the lives
of young people.

While we are saddened to see him leave, we are deeply grateful for the energy,
enthusiasm, creativity, and genuine care he has brought to our children, youth, and
families during his time at Federated. His leadership has helped create meaningful
experiences, build lasting relationships, and strengthen our ministry with young people.
We thank Oliver for his faithful service and wish him every blessing as he begins this new
chapter.

Before he departs, Oliver will still accompany our youth on the Colorado trip, and we are
thankful for his continued commitment to our students during this important experience.

The Church Council has formed a search committee to begin the process of identifying
our next Director of Youth & Family Ministries. We ask for your prayers for Oliver as he
transitions into his new role, for our youth and families during this time of change, and for
God's wisdom and guidance as the search committee seeks the person God is calling to

serve at Federated.
T federated

Women'’s Ministry

Circle will not meet during the summer months and will resume in September. Enjoy the summer, and we
may even gather for a lunch outing before then. See you in the fall!

Sit & Stitch continues to meet every Thursday at 10:00 AM in Room 340. We have plenty of yarn, knitting
needles, and crochet hooks available. Together we create prayer squares, prayer shawls, and blessing
blankets for those in need. New participants are always welcome!

Helping Hands will meet on Monday, July 27 at 1:00 PM in the Lower-Level Meeting Room. Join us as we
stuff and sew pillows for Hospice of the Western Reserve. Fabric donations are always appreciated and
may be left behind the Angel Desk. We look forward to sharing fellowship and service together.

Loaves & Fishes will provide lunch for our friends at St. Paul's, our sister church, on Sunday, July 26. If you
are able to donate cookies or other baked treats, please leave them in the church
kitchen by 9:00 AM that morning and mark them "Loaves & Fishes."

Thank you for your continued support—we appreciate it! .

For more information contact Lynne Kessell, 440-487-9104 or
lynnekessell@gmail.com.
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u Allergy Nelice 4=

For the safety and inclusion of our church community,
we strive to keep our potlucks NUT-FREE.

We also ask that you be mindful of other food allergies.
If your dish contains common allergens (such as dairy, eggs,

wheat, soy, sesame, fish, or shellfish), or if you are unsure
about ingredients, please speak with a member of the
kitchen or hospitality team.

While we make every effort to share ingredient information

@ If you have food allergies or concerns, please check with
and support a safe environment, all food is prepared by
volunteers, and we cannot guarantee that any item is free

a member of the kitchen or hospitality team before eating.
PLEASE DO NOT BRING
FOODS CONTAINING
PEANUTS OR TREE NUTS.
from allergens or cross-contact.

We va&wﬂwsafely, dcgmzy, l ’é 'rl"h;‘:lr}k you for
rickinclis 0fallw/w o elping us care

for one another.

Fellowship Treats

Federated members take turns bringing treats for Fellowship Hour each Sunday, as scheduled by the
Congregational Care Commission. Of course, anyone is welcome to bring treats at any time!

Please bring ready-to-serve treats in disposable containers. Healthy food choices are especially
welcome. Please no nuts. Thank you for helping to make our Fellowship time delicious and enjoyable!

July 5- last names beginning with A & B
July 12- last names beginning with C& D
July 19- last names beginning withE, F, & G
July 26~ last names beginning with H, |, J, & K




+ae | Healing Divisions
A&s | with Family and Friends

Starting in July there will be a new resource available to our Federated community.
Dr. Bill Shaul and Pastor Susi Kawolics will offer individual or small group coaching for
folks struggling with polarization and divisiveness within families or between friends.

The growing estrangement within family and friend groups is no longer simply due to
differences in political positions or cultural issues but there are often associated intense
emotions—anger, distrust, and contempt. Many believe this polarization represents a
greater threat to the fabric of our country than any specific issue.

Bill and Susi will make themselves available to individuals or small groups for free
confidential assistance with practical skills on how to bridge these divides. The specific
skills are those developed by Braver Angels, a National non-partisan, grassroots
organization that offers multiple ways of bridging divides, seeking to de-polarize

our communities.

We recognize that each divisive circumstance is unique with a history and personalities
that require a tailored approach. Sessions will not be about changing anyone’s mind on

any given position or how to win arguments. The focus will be on developing listening
and communication skills, especially when we get emotionally triggered by what
someone close to us has said. The purpose will be to re-build relationships and to foster
stronger connections with those we care about most.

=0 Throughout the month of July there will be an information table
T2 in Fellowship Hall each Sunday after church where Bill or Susi can
gtnY answer questions or folks can sign up to participate.

Alternatively anyone may contact Bill at bshaul@braverangels.org
or by calling him at (513) 280-2836.

440.247.6490 July 2026 | Page 11



+2% We have a new member of our Friday morning Bible study.
He is a singular fellow, furry by nature, whose name is Nelson,
a Golden Retriever! Nelson comes with his human friend,
Char Hartson, a longtime member.*

06_  Nelson greets us with joy and a wag of his tail. He seems to
know if someone is sad or anxious, and more than once he
has gone to that person and put his head on her lap. It is a
gift to have this time of unconditional love.

O All women are most welcome to join us in our study and

& fellowship. We choose different subjects and methods of
Bible study, share our understanding, and benefit from this
sharing of different points of view. It is truly a welcoming,
warm and fun group.

*Nelson is a Pet Pal at University Hospitals,
working mostly at Seidman Cancer Center.
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COED TEAM
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Mission & Service

Federated Church has had a longstanding relationship with the local Chagrin Falls Park
Community Center (CFPCC) nonprofit in Bainbridge.

RS i

Members of your Mission & Service Commission, as well as Sunny Doxey and Pastor
Michael, recently attended a site visit at the Community Center. Our tour included
highlights of their programs, including:

e An after-school tutor program
e Summer Camp - Each summer roughly 40
community children attend.
o This summer they're also

conducting a week-long STEAM
camp .
e A PreSchool - At the request of the Kenston Board of Education, the Center has
opened up this program to help prepare their children
for Kindergarten.
e The Share It Shop where residents can choose donated
clothing.
e AFoodbank, open 5 days/week, where Geauga County
residents can come 2 times/month.

Page 14 | The Spire fedchurch.org



Mission & Service

T
federated

o Historically, the Center has been one of the recipients of our Thanksgiving
In-gathering, providing turkeys and Thanksgiving meal ingredients to their
community families.

As one of our 3 primary Mission Partners, the Center has provided our congregation with
many ways to make a difference in the lives of our community. It is our wish that over the
next few months the Mission & Service Commission, along with Marty Culbertson, can
work in partnership with the CFPCC to discover a hands-on project and/or program that
will amplify our relationship. If you have any questions about our future with the Chagrin
Falls Park Community Center, contact a member of the Mission & Service Commission
who's working on your behalf: Dave Strauch (dhstrauch@yahoo.com), Terry Rounds
(terrencerounds@hotmail.com), Marty Culbertson (mculbert@fedchurch.org), Caroline
McClennan, Joy Wyatt, Todd Smith, Gay Quintin, Laura Taylor, Gary Dole, Wendy Pierce,
or Pete Bednar.

federated #
act
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Christmas in July Special Offering

The Christmas Fund has been caring for active and retired clergy and lay
employees of the United Church of Christ for over 100 years, providing
emergency grants, supplementation of small annuities and health
premiums, and Christmas “Thank You” gift checks each December to
our lower-income retirees.

United Church of Christ congregations and members have blessed the
Christmas Fund with their generosity for many years. This year, your
care and compassion will be especially appreciated by those servants

of the church who are facing a time of need. Thank you!

Your giftis more than a testament to your belief in
*
«“M‘o

g critical lifeline for those in need of care and

support. Thank you for your prayerful consideration

the the values of the United Church of Christ, itis a

for this special UCC Offering.

Offering will be collected July 26, 2026

Page 16 | The Spire fedchurch.org



JULY 2026

PRIMETIME!

AT FEDERATED CHURCH

PRIMETIME GO TO
THE GUARDIANS

Wednesday, July 1st
11:30-4:00
Watch your email for
details about the bus
and game!

JULY PRIMETIME ==

MEETING PRIMETIME PICNIC

Monday, July 20th 3:00-
4:00pm in the Lounge . 8 5 —
Join us for our Annual Primetime Picnic

We NEED you and your
great ideas. All are welcome « Thursday, July 9 11:30-2:00pm
and we encourage you to » Holbrook Hollows-7250 Country Lane
join us! « Lunch is provided - $10 per
person/you can pay at the door
» Please sign up on REALM or by
contacting the office

GOODTIME Il
CRUISE & LUNCH

Thursday, August 20th, 10:30-

We will have food, music, fun and
3:00pm

(of course) BINGO!

We are trying something NEW
this year! We will have lunch

Sl Gl el s MORE INFORMATION ABOUT ALL OF THESE
Cuyahoga and Lake Erie. EVENTS CAN BE FOUND ON REALM OR BY
Cost is $51 pp CONTACTING THEA AT
TMOZINGO@FEDCHURCH.ORG OR
440-247-6490

440.247.6490 July 2026 | Page 17



JULY 2026

PRIMETIME!

AT FEDERATED CHURCH

PRIMETIME BRIDGE

TUESDAY, JULY 7TH & 21ST
1:00-3:00PM

CONTACT HARRIETT ROGERS
TO SIGN UP

PRIMETIME MAHJONG
FRIDAYS FROM 1:00-4:00PM

FELLOWSHIP HALL

PRIMETIME WIDOWS’ DINNER

WEDNESDAY, JULY 22NP
5:30-7:30PM

SHARON JAMES CELLARS

Page 18 | The Spire fedchurch.org




Youth & Family

‘ ur Sunday school year has come * Ju ne, 14th

to a close, yet we will still be having

one Sunday a month where we will
have Sunday school activities. w * JUly; 12th
* August, 9th |

> NEW THIS SUMMER! = ERTT

¥ WEDNESDAY UL
» WORSHIP &Kkl
& WiGGLES!/

\ FORPRESCHOOL& .
~ 7 RISING KINDERGARTENERS <

You and your child will receive a warm,
extravagant welcome where we will
celebrate God’s beautiful world, learn
about being a kind neighbor, and
dance out our wiggles.

This energetic 90-minute program is
tailored specifically for young attention
spans. Through our summer theme,
“God’s Big Backyard,” little learners will
enjoy action-packed songs, interactive
storytelling, simple games, and creative
crafts—all rooted in the message of God’s
love, inclusion, and care for our world.

L4

SPACE IS LIMITED : [EIEA : :

}o ensure a safe, P AERERELE i : Questions?

un environment. B T R : i i

The program is FREE as a o "1"'-:4_";.:, fedchurch.org . Fma!I st Mason' at
gift to our community, but e e e t ist s janninemason@gmail.com
REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED! - [k 4D, 'O register :

A joyful, active mid-week program with songs, stories, games, and crafts—
all about God’s love and our beautiful world!

440.247.6490 July 2026 | Page 19
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FEDERATED CHURCH

\,\)elcomes yOU fo

e FAMILY LIFE CENTER

K - 5" GRADE

JOIN US IN EXPLORATION!

Calling all kids Kindergarten-5th Grade!

Join us for a week of fun, faith, and discovery
as we explore God’s Big Backyard—learning
how to care for God’s creation through earth
stewardship and environmental themes.

MORE INFORMATION
FEDCHURCH.ORG/VBS

Page 20 | The Spire
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeNLLJvslZ1aCdySgR-xII1dAkG8-sDBNwSgWXotv-6BQn-HA/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=115314817029480558613

& S g COME JOIN OLIVER
| at Federated this summer on

r vacation?
AT the Followmg dates

: ﬁ Are you interested
in games?

ou interested in
g new friends?

* Arey

- THERE WILL BE e
SNACKS, DRINKS, <\
GAMES AND FUN' =\

: OPEN T0 ALL CHILDREN FROM /

- 5™ GRADE AND UP. =~

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT OLIVER: ~ o R TA e 0:9

440.247.6490
July 2026 | Page 21



On Saturday, 7/27,
we hosted another
successful

‘ Farent s Night Outl!

We had lots of fun
with everyone who |
came out and cannot A8,
wait to host another!! @

at - - A
- Y ~ -
T 2, [ v P =
b A ) > S I )
Ve = s~ = &
P, Ci D ;
. s LA LS
S =
SN "
A S b~
> S . g
Y/ / . P .
[ s . , 5 @
: O - o ®
. y & .
: . . @
. 5 5/
. .

GAMES :  FOOD FRIENDS : MEMORIES

ikwwwmwwmmﬁ@wfz |

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO MADE THE NIGHT SO SPECIAL!
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Save the Date!
.|’.
i

’

_i_
\ — JOIN US FOR ——

for incoming 9* - 12" graders
in the 2026-2027 programming year.

We will reach out with more details
about class times, activities,
and registration in the fall.

I Watch church publications
1 for additional details.

@ Feel free to contact the office ¢

with any questions.

440.247.6490 July 2026 | Page 23



Social Justice Advocacy Ministry (SJAM)

A ministry for action as we live into our call for Care and Justice for all of God’s people and creation

WE WILL RESUME OUR '.".’,’.'-i
REGULAR MEETINGS IN AUGUST e
; Q?

iy

JUSTICE

e

ACTION -~ 5

&

COMPASSION

D | ot

LOVE EQUIT
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83595558354?pwd=U1VxZU5SZ0NjcEVkbEcxeXpsbVlWdz09

Digital Life Tip

Have you considered that your digital clutter—files no longer needed

that are just taking up space—have an environmental cost? All

those photos, videos, programs, apps, documents, emails, songs,

games, and notifications require data centers for processing

and storage.

Here are some suggestions on how to do a “digital declutter:"

* Backup your device, including all important files, photos, etc.
* Unsubscribe to email you don't want, need, or use

* Set up a spam filter, so junk is caught and deleted

* Use email folders to keep only what you really need

* Clear your desktop orHome Screen, using folders to organize
* Uninstall unused programs or apps

* Delete browser bookmarks you no longer use

* Delete unneeded files

* Delete downloads and temporary files

* Sort photos and keep only the ones that matter to you

* Unfollow social media accounts that don't enhance your life
* Delete old, unused contacts

* Clean out old notes and text threads

Ju Ig creat.io"\ Cavé

440.247.6490
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Community Partners

R St. Paul’s School °
Supply Collection

&
S
~

X —/ Drop offs starting July 8" in the Lobby \—

N 2

D VI ELEMENTARY LIST N

‘ |
e #2 pencils | e Mechanical pencils or #2 pencils
e Pencil box or pouch \ / e Pens (black, blue, and red)
e Erasers (block and pencil-top) 5 . asklighlightsrs (mBltiple cologs)
c 24 e e College-ruled notebooks
® Crayens ( -?ount) A | | ) e College-ruled loose-leaf paper
e Colored pencils ' e 3-ring binders (1-2 inch)
e Washable markers e Binder dividers
e Glue sticks e Pocket folders
o Child=safe scissors e Earbuds or headphones
. USB Flash Drive @@
o T 2
= Dl-ss?ufe § ti 4 = = 1| e Backpack
isinfec |ng wipes 7 ak N\ o \Water beitla

e Hand sanitizer s-Tissues
e Zip-top bags (quart and gallon) e Hand sanitizer
e Headphones (over-ear, not earbuds) e Disinfecting wipes

federated # federated #
act support

1
federated
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BSEE

FEDERATED
CHURCH
FAMILY!

P

The Community Life Collaborative (CLC) extends
its heartfelt gratitude to the many members and
friends of Federated Church who attended and
supported our fifth Annual Garden Gala,

Cultivating a Better Tomorrow. Your presence,
generosity, and enthusiasm helped make the
evening a wonderful celebration of community,

connection, and shared purpose.

Held at the Family Life Center, the Gala brought
together supporters from across Northeast Ohio
for an evening filled with fellowship, entertainment,
and opportunities to invest in the CLC’s mission.
From the silent auction to the Heads and Tails
game to the Dessert Dash, dancing, and live
music, the event showcased the power of people
coming together to create positive change. New
this year was a Call to the Heart to celebrate our
fifth year.... over 40 paddles were raised to
top off a lively evening !!!

We are delighted to share that, thanks to the
generosity of our guests, sponsors, donors, and
volunteers, the Gala raised over $54,000

to support the CLC's work. These funds will
help advance programs that foster community
engagement, leadership development,
environmental stewardship, and social justice
initiatives throughout our region.

Wb% Wﬁm' Community Life

MMWWWW (Qollaborative

CLC Gala Chair
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Contact Us!

www.fedchurch.org
B fedchurch@fedchurch.org B

Phone: 440.247.6490
Fax: 440.247.2516
/6 Bell St. | Chagrin Falls | OH | 44022

Facebook: facebook.com/thefederatedchurch

Instagram: @federatedchurch

IS HERE TO HELP YOU

CLERGY
Michael Anthony Howard, Senior Pastor
Judy Bagley-Bonner, Minister of Pastoral Care

Administration Staff

Beth Rutkowski, Senior Director of People and Operations
Brooke Strong, Director of Communications e e l a e
Thea Mozingo, Director of Generosity

Oliver Mason, Director of Youth and Families
* Susi Kawolics, Bookkeeper
* Marty Culbertson, Director of Missions
* Allison Hutchins, Administrative Specialist
Jake Magalski, Properties, Maintenance & Grounds Lead

Hope to see you
this Sunday!

Music Staff

Joshua Konow, Director of Music Ministries
* Marcia Snavely, Organist
* Pat Haynish, Director of Children’s Choir

Children’s Ministries Staff 10:00 AM
* Jannine Mason, Children's Activities Leader .
In person and Online

* denotes part-time staff




