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From the Desk of Pastor Michael... 
 

What Kind of Place Are We Becoming?  

 

One of the questions that has shaped my ministry over the years is surprisingly simple:   

What kind of place are we  becoming?   

 

Not simply,  What do we believe?  Or,  What programs do we offer?  But what kind of community is taking shape 

among us? When someone walks through our doors, what do they experience? When a child grows up in this 

church, what kind of faith is being formed? When our neighbors think about Federated, what comes to mind?   

 

You may have noticed my absence on  Father ’s Day Weekend.  I had the privilege of presenting a paper at the  

annual meeting of the American Society of Missiology in Notre Dame, Indiana.  (Missiology  is the study of how the 

Church  participates  in God ’s mission in the world.)  I was invited to share my research on the theology of       

place —asking how the places we inhabit shape our faithfulness as followers of Christ.  

  

As I shared my work, I realized that the questions I was bringing to that conversation are the very questions we 

are living together here at Federated.   

 

Christians  often  speak  about mission as something that happens when we are “sent. ” There is truth in that. But I 

have become convinced that …  

 

Before we ask where God is sending us, we should first ask what kind of place God is forming us to be.   

 

When we ask that question, so many of our ministries begin to connect. Hospitality is about the kind of place 

we become for  a visitor. Christian education is about the kind of place we become for our children. Caring for our 

neighbors is about the kind of place we become within our community. Even the way we care for  place  is part of 

our witness.  Mission is  not only about  somewhere else. It begins in the life we cultivate together here.   

 

Scripture is full of places: a garden, a wilderness, a promised land, a home in exile, a table, a village, a city, and    

finally a holy city where God dwells among humanity.  Over  and  over, God does not simply call individuals. God 

forms a people and gives them a way of inhabiting the world together.   

 

Every conversation about welcoming a visitor, teaching a child, caring for a neighbor,  tending  these                  

beautiful  places  of ours, or creating a church where people are safe, known, and loved is really the same           

conversation.  In the end, all of these are ways of asking the same question:  What kind of place are we becoming?   

 

I don ’t pretend to have all the answers. But I do believe that asking the right question changes everything. My 

hope is that, together, Federated will become a place where the love of Christ is not only proclaimed but           

experienced —where our life together bears witness to the good news we share.   

 

Thank you for allowing me to  represent  our congregation in that wider        

conversation. More importantly, thank you for being part of the conversation 

that matters most: the one we are living together every day.   

 

May we continue to ask, together: What kind of place are we becoming?   

 

Ours the Journey,   

 

Pastor Michael 
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An Update on Our Youth & Family Ministries  

 

As many of you know, our Director of Youth & Family Ministries, Oliver Mason, will be  

concluding his ministry at Federated Church at the end of July. Oliver has accepted a 

teaching position, an exciting opportunity that allows him to continue investing in the lives 

of young people.  

While we are saddened to see him leave, we are deeply grateful for the energy,                

enthusiasm, creativity, and genuine care he has brought to our children, youth, and     

families during his time at Federated. His leadership has helped create meaningful         

experiences, build lasting relationships, and strengthen our ministry with young people. 

We thank Oliver for his faithful service and wish him every blessing as he begins this new 

chapter.  

Before he departs, Oliver will still accompany our youth on the Colorado trip, and we are 

thankful for his continued commitment to our students during this important experience.  

The Church Council has formed a search committee to begin the process of identifying 

our next Director of Youth & Family Ministries. We ask for your prayers for Oliver as he 

transitions into his new role, for our youth and families during this time of change, and for 

God's wisdom and guidance as the search committee seeks the person God is calling to 

serve at Federated.  

Women ’s Ministry  
 

Circle  will not meet during the summer months and will resume in September. Enjoy the summer, and we 

may even gather for a lunch outing before then. See you in the fall!  

Sit & Stitch  continues to meet every Thursday at 10:00 AM in Room 340. We have plenty of yarn, knitting 

needles, and crochet hooks available. Together we create prayer squares, prayer shawls, and blessing 

blankets for those in need. New participants are always welcome!  

Helping Hands  will meet on Monday, July 27 at 1:00 PM in the Lower - Level Meeting Room. Join us as we 

stuff and sew pillows for Hospice of the Western Reserve. Fabric donations are always appreciated and 

may be left behind the Angel Desk. We look forward to sharing fellowship and service together.  

Loaves & Fishes  will provide lunch for our friends at St. Paul's, our sister church, on Sunday, July 26. If you 

are able to donate cookies or other baked treats, please leave them in the church 

kitchen by 9:00 AM that morning and mark them "Loaves & Fishes."  

Thank you for your continued support —we appreciate it!  

For more information contact Lynne Kessell, 440 - 487 - 9104 or            

lynnekessell@gmail.com .  

mailto:lynnekessell@gmail.com
mailto:lynnekessell@gmail.com


 

 

Fellowship Treats  
 

Federated members take turns bringing treats for Fellowship Hour each Sunday, as scheduled by the 

Congregational Care Commission.  Of course, anyone is welcome to bring treats at any time!  
 

Please bring ready - to- serve treats in disposable containers. Healthy food choices are especially             

welcome. Please no nuts . Thank you for helping to make our Fellowship time delicious and enjoyable!  

 

 

  

 

July 5– last names beginning with A & B  

 July 12– last names beginning with C & D  

July 19– last names beginning with E, F, & G  

July 26 – last names beginning with H, I, J, & K  
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Mission & Service  
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Youth & Family  
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Save the Date! 
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CLERGY  
  Michael Anthony Howard , Senior Pastor  
  Judy Bagley - Bonner, Minister of Pastoral Care  
 

Administration Staff  
   Beth Rutkowski, Senior Director of People and Operations  
   Brooke Strong, Director of Communications  
   Thea Mozingo, Director of Generosity  
   Oliver Mason, Director of Youth and Families  
* Susi Kawolics, Bookkeeper  
* Marty Culbertson , Director of Missions  
* Allison Hutchins,  Administrative Specialist  
  Jake Magalski, Properties, Maintenance & Grounds Lead  
 

Music Staff  
   Joshua Konow , Director of Music Ministries  
* Marcia Snavely , Organist  
* Pat Haynish , Director of Children ’s Choir  
 

Children ’s Ministries Staff  
* Jannine Mason  , Children's Activities Leader  
                                                                                                                                         
*  denotes part - time staff  

Hope to see you  

this Sunday!  
 

10:00 AM  

In person and Online  
 
 

Contact Us!  
 

www.fedchurch.org  

fedchurch@fedchurch.org  

 

Phone: 440.247.6490  

Fax: 440.247.2516  

76 Bell St. | Chagrin Falls | OH | 44022  

 

Facebook: facebook.com/thefederatedchurch  
 

Instagram: @federatedchurch  

 
 


