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FAITH ROOTED.
LIVES TRANSFORMED.
TOGETHER.

They are like trees

planted by streams of water,
which yield their fruit

in its season, and their leaves
do not wither. In all that

they do, they prosper.

~PSALM 1:3 (NRSV)
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Cultivating the Kingdom

Summer has its own rhythm. Gardens begin to bear fruit. Children prepare to return to school.
Vacations wind down. The days slowly begin to shorten. Before long, we'll find ourselves
gathering school supplies, attending football games and choir rehearsals, and eventually, raking autumn
leaves.

Church has seasons, too. This summer we've been listening to Jesus tell stories about seeds, gardens,
fields, and bread. They aren’t simply lessons about agriculture. They are invitations to imagine what a
life—and a community—shaped by God’s Dream looks like.

A mustard seed becomes a place where birds find shelter. A little yeast quietly transforms an entire
batch of dough. A merchant discovers something so beautiful that everything else is reordered around
it. A householder learns to bring out treasures both old and new.

These are not just stories about individual faith. They are stories about what happens when a people
begin to share God's imagination. That is what the church is for.

Faith is more than believing certain things. It is learning to cultivate a way of life together. Every time we
gather for worship, we are tending the soil. Every time we welcome a neighbor, we are
planting seeds. Every shared meal, every conversation on the front porch, every hymn sung together,
every game of softball, every act of kindness becomes another way God'’s kingdom quietly takes root
among us.

The church is not a collection of programs. It is a garden. Some of us plant. Some of us water. Some of
us pull rocks from the soil. Some of us gather the harvest. Yet, all of us belong to the same field.

As we finish our series over the next two Sundays—Bear Fruit and Sow—| hope you'll see these weeks
not as the end of summer, but as the beginning of another season of growth. The harvest Jesus speaks
about is never simply about grain. It is a community learning to share God’s life with the world.

Perhaps that's why, after telling all these parables, Jesus speaks of a householder who brings out
treasures old and new. Every generation receives the gospel as a treasure. Every generation is also
called to discover fresh ways to embody it.

This August we'll gather on the front porch, around picnic tables, in worship, and in service. They may
seem like ordinary moments. Yet the kingdom has always had a habit
of hiding in ordinary things: seeds, bread, fields, tables, neighbors.

And perhaps that is God's own desire. Not simply that we attend
church. But that, together, we become the kind of people among whom
the kingdom can take root, grow, bear fruit, and be shared with the
world.

Ours the Journey,

-
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LIVE | GREAT 5 FRESH | GOOD COMPANY

ACOUSTIC | ~ FOOD § LEMONADE | & CONVERSATION .. i

600 800PM

FEDERATED CHURCH

76 BELL STREET,
CHAGRIN FALLS

BRING Yourz INSMZUMENT
AND JOIN THE JAM’

) ALL ARE WELCOME! =
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FRONT PORCH JAM NIGHT
AUGUST Bring a chair, your voice or an instrument,
5 and enjoy an evening of live music
and community.
AUGUST ALL CHURCH ?IQNIC .
One church. One picnic. One big day
9 of food, games, and fellowship!
AUGUST CAPTAINS GAME
Take me out to the ballgame!
13 Join us for a fun night with the Captains.
L
SEPTEMBER 2026 -O-
@ SEPTEMBER RALLY DAY
'Q Celebrate a new season of faith
b 13 and community together!

THERE'S ROOM

FOR YOU HERE.
Come as you are.

Stay as long as you'd like.
There's room for you here.
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fedchurch.org/events

Men’s Ministries Presents

Tuesday,
August 18, 2026
At Frohring Meadow

From 6:00pm till 8:30pm

Included:
Italian or Bratwurst Sausages

Mexican Street Corn
Alabama Baked Beans

Bring a side dish or appetizer.
Bring your own drink(s) — cooler provided

Cost is $5.00

Bring a Friend

Women's Ministry

Circle Our Circle groups will not meet in August. Enjoy the rest of your summer, and we'll look forward to seeing
everyone again in September!

Sit & Stitch The Sit & Stitch Group continues to meet every Thursday at 10:00 a.m. in Room 340. Join us for
knitting, crocheting, and fellowship! We have plenty of needles and yarn available, and together we continue making
prayer squares, prayer shawls, and blessing blankets. Whether you're an experienced crafter or just getting started,
we'd love to have you join us.

Helping Hands Helping Hands will meet on Monday, August 24, at 1:00 p.m. in the Lower Level Meeting Room.
Join us as we stuff and sew cancer pillows for Hospice of the Western Reserve. We are looking for 9" x 13" pillow-
cases or neck pillow covers, and we have patterns available. If you can't attend, you can make pillowcases at home
and leave them at the Angel Desk. We are also accepting donations of 100% cotton fabric (at least one-third
yard). Even the scraps from these projects are put to good use—we turn them into cat pillows! Thank you for
supporting this meaningful ministry.

Loaves & Fishes Loaves & Fishes will be held on Sunday, August 30. If you're able to bake
cookies or provide snacks, please place them in the church kitchen by 9:00 a.m. on Sunday
morning and label them "Loaves & Fishes." Jim will likely be grilling this time of year, and if you're
available to help serve, please give him a call. We are also collecting plastic grocery bags and .

Ziploc bags for the ministry. Thank you for your continued support and generosity!

Thank you for your continued support—we appreciate it! For more information contact
Lynne Kessell, 440-487-9104 or lynnekessell@gmail.com.
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ALLE
ARE

BOOK (..
DISCUSSION ™ e
GROUP | CHITTfSTER

oN THE GIFT OF YEARS
BY JOAN CHITTISTER

This book is a spiritual exploration of aging
that reveals the profound purpose and
potential of later life, showing how these

years offer opportunities for deeper
personal growth and fulfillment. k

We will read a short passage each day, =& Growing Oler
then come together to discuss points
that stood out from the week’s

Graceﬁ,[][y B

seven passages.

> THURSDAY MORNINGS < |!ﬂ PLEASE PROCURE
10:00-11:15 AM. = 300K ON YOUR OWH.
We will make sure that Fireside
SEPTEMBER 0CTOBER Book Shop has several copies,
3,10,17 & 24 ' (SKIP OCT 1) I 8,15 & 22 or you can obtain online.

IN THE HEALING ROOM
AT FEDERATED CHURCH
76 BELL STREET, CHAGRIN FALLS

Q QUESTIONS OR FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION,
Scan
CALL
or more
JUDY BAGLEY-BONNER info!
440-478-0159 e

JOIN JUDY BAGLEY-BONNER AND JANE KENNEWEG AS THEY LEAD THIS PROGRAM.
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u Allergy Nelice 4=

For the safety and inclusion of our church community,
we strive to keep our potlucks NUT-FREE.

We also ask that you be mindful of other food allergies.

If your dish contains common allergens (such as dairy, eggs,
wheat, soy, sesame, fish, or shellfish), or if you are unsure
about ingredients, please speak with a member of the
kitchen or hospitality team.

If you have food allergies or concerns, please check with
a member of the kitchen or hospitality team before eating.

PLEASE DO NOT BRING While we make every effort to share ingredient information
FOODS CONTAINING and support a safe environment, all food is prepared by
PEANUTS OR TREE NUTS. volunteers, and we cannot guarantee that any item is free
from allergens or cross-contact.

We Va[u&ﬂwsafely dcgmzy, ' é "l"h;‘:lr!k you for
rickinclis afallw/w ot elping us care

for one another.

Fellowship Treats

Federated members take turns bringing treats for Fellowship Hour each Sunday, as scheduled by the
Congregational Care Commission. Of course, anyone is welcome to bring treats at any time!

Please bring ready-to-serve treats in disposable containers. Healthy food choices are especially
welcome. Please no nuts. Thank you for helping to make our Fellowship time delicious and enjoyable!

August 2- last names beginning withL & M
August 9- last names beginningwithN, O,P, Q, &R
August 16- last names beginningwithS & T - -
August 23- last names beginning with U, V, W, X, Y, & Z & '
August 30- last names beginning with A & B -




Wondrous Wednesdays

federated &
Srow

wondrous
wednesdays this fall

september 16th,

october 217, 20
november 18" &

december 16"
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