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Cultivating the Kingdom  
 

Summer has its own rhythm.  Gardens begin to bear fruit. Children prepare to return to school.              

Vacations wind down. The days slowly begin to shorten. Before long,  weΩll find ourselves                       

gathering school supplies, attending  football games  and choir rehearsals, and eventually, raking autumn 

leaves.  

  

Church has seasons, too. This summer weΩve been listening to Jesus tell stories about seeds, gardens, 

fields, and bread. They arenΩt simply lessons about agriculture. They are invitations to imagine what a 

lifeτand a communityτshaped by GodΩs Dream looks like.  

  

A mustard seed becomes a place where birds find shelter.  A little yeast quietly transforms an entire 

batch of dough.  A merchant discovers something so beautiful that everything else is reordered around 

it. A householder learns to bring out treasures both old and new.  

  

These are not just stories about individual faith. They are stories about what happens when a people 

begin to share GodΩs imagination. That is what the church is for.  

  

Faith is more than believing certain things. It is learning to cultivate a way of life together. Every time we 

gather for worship, we  are tending  the soil.  Every time we welcome a neighbor, we  are                          

planting seeds. Every shared meal, every conversation on the front porch, every hymn sung together, 

every game of softball, every act of kindness becomes another way God Ωs kingdom quietly takes root 

among us.  

  

The church is not a collection of programs. It is a garden. Some of us plant. Some of us water. Some of 

us pull rocks from the soil. Some of us gather the harvest. Yet, all of us belong to the same field.  

  

As we finish our series over the next two SundaysτBear Fruit  and SowτI hope youΩll see these weeks 

not as the end of summer, but as the beginning of another season of growth. The harvest Jesus speaks 

about  is never simply about  grain. It is a community learning to share GodΩs life with the world.  

Perhaps thatΩs why, after telling all these parables, Jesus speaks of a householder who brings out    

treasures old and new. Every generation receives the gospel as a treasure. Every generation is also 

called to discover fresh ways to embody it.  

  

This August weΩll gather on the front porch, around picnic tables, in worship, and in service. They may 

seem like ordinary moments. Yet the kingdom has always had a habit 

of  hiding in ordinary things: seeds, bread, fields, tables, neighbors.  

  

And perhaps that  is GodΩs own desire.  Not simply that we attend 

church. But that, together, we become the kind of people among whom 

the kingdom can take root, grow, bear fruit, and be shared with the 

world.  
 

Ours the Journey, 
 

ÈĐƥƮƁƞ £ŘĬœĐĸŬ 
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WomenΩs Ministry  
 

Circle  Our Circle groups will not meet in August. Enjoy the rest of your summer, and we'll look forward to seeing 

everyone again in September!  

Sit & Stitch  The Sit & Stitch Group continues to meet every Thursday at 10:00 a.m. in Room 340 . Join us for   

knitting, crocheting, and fellowship! We have plenty of needles and yarn available, and together we continue making 

prayer squares, prayer shawls, and blessing blankets. Whether you're an experienced crafter or just getting started, 

we'd love to have you join us.  

Helping Hands  Helping Hands will meet on Monday, August 24, at 1:00 p.m.  in the Lower Level Meeting Room. 

Join us as we stuff and sew cancer pillows for Hospice of the Western Reserve. We are looking for 9" x 13" pillow-

cases or neck pillow covers , and we have patterns available. If you can't attend, you can make pillowcases at home 

and leave them at the Angel Desk. We are also accepting donations of 100% cotton fabric  (at least one - third 

yard). Even the scraps from these projects are put to good use τwe turn them into cat pillows! Thank you for       

supporting this meaningful ministry.  

Loaves & Fishes  Loaves & Fishes will be held on Sunday, August 30 . If you're able to bake 

cookies or provide snacks, please place them in the church kitchen by 9:00 a.m.  on Sunday 

morning and label them "Loaves & Fishes." Jim will likely be grilling this time of year, and if you're 

available to help serve, please give him a call. We are also collecting plastic grocery bags and   

Ziploc bags for the ministry. Thank you for your continued support and generosity!  

Thank you for your continued supportτwe appreciate it! For more information contact 

Lynne Kessell, 440-487-9104 or            lynnekessell@gmail.com.  

mailto:lynnekessell@gmail.com
mailto:lynnekessell@gmail.com
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Fellowship Treats  
 

Federated members take turns bringing treats for Fellowship Hour each Sunday, as scheduled by the 

Congregational Care Commission.  Of course, anyone is welcome to bring treats at any time!  
 

Please bring ready - to -serve treats in disposable containers. Healthy food choices are especially             

welcome. Please no nuts. Thank you for helping to make our Fellowship time delicious and enjoyable!  

 

 

  

 

August 2ς last names beginning with L & M  

 August 9ς last names beginning with N, O, P, Q, & R 

August 16ς last names beginning with S & T  

August 23ς last names beginning with U, V, W, X, Y, & Z 

August 30ς last names beginning with A & B  
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Wondrous Wednesdays  
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Generosity  


