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From the Desk of Pastor Michael...  
 

Find Yourself at Federated!  
 

This fall, our invitation is simple:  Find Yourself Here at Federated.   

 

At first, it may sound like nothing more than an invitation to come back to church. Summer has scattered us into 

different rhythms. We  have traveled, rested, visited family, worked in gardens, watched grandchildren, and en-

joyed long evenings. Now September arrives, programs begin again, and a new season of our shared life takes 

shape.   

 

So yes, “Find Yourself Here ” means: Come back. There is a place for you here!  But the invitation holds another 

meaning too.   

 

“Find yourself ” is often associated with a private journey. We imagine withdrawing from the demands of life, look-

ing deeply within, and discovering some hidden, authentic self. There can be value in reflection and solitude, but 

few of us truly find ourselves alone. We discover who we are through our relationships! We discover ourselves 

in our commitments, the stories that shape us, and the communities that call forth our gifts.   

 

We find ourselves when someone remembers our  name, when  our voice joins other voices in song.  When we  are 

trusted with work that matters  or when  another person ’s need awakens our compassion, we can discover parts of 

ourselves we  didn ’t know where there.  When grace allows us to release who we thought we had to be, we find 

freedom to be  who God is calling us to be.   

 

That is the deeper invitation in our fall theme. Federated is not simply a place to attend. It is a community in which 

we find ourselves.  Together, we  are discovering  what it means to live within the ongoing story of God.   

 

To find yourself at Federated does not mean being pressed into a single mold. It means finding a place where 

your whole, unfinished life can  encounter  the lives of others and the grace of God. Here, we learn that belonging 

does not require  sameness. We learn that faith is not something we  possess  once and for all, but a life we practice 

together.   

 

God ’s story is already unfolding around us —a story of creation and renewal, justice and mercy,  reconciliation  and 

new life. We are not invited to watch that story from a distance. We are invited to take part in it.   

 

Perhaps that  is where we most truly find ourselves: not by turning endlessly inward, but by offering  ourselves to  a 

life of shared purpose. We discover who we are as we sing, teach, feed, welcome, organize, pray, repair, learn, and 

serve. We find that becoming ourselves and becoming part of  a people  are not opposing journeys. They are one 

work of grace.   

 

So  this September, come and find yourself here.   

 

Find yourself in worship and service, in friendship and shared purpose, in ancient 

wisdom and new possibilities. Find your questions welcomed, your gifts needed, 

and your life joined to the lives of others.  Find yourself among  a people  who do 

not have everything figured out, but who are committed to living the questions 

together.   
 

Find yourself among  a people  still becoming.   
 

Ours the Journey,  
 

Pastor Michael 
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Fellowship Treats  
 

Federated members take turns bringing treats for Fellowship Hour each Sunday, as scheduled by the 

Congregational Care Commission.  Of course, anyone is welcome to bring treats at any time!  
 

Please bring ready - to- serve treats in disposable containers. Healthy food choices are especially             

welcome. Please no nuts . Thank you for helping to make our Fellowship time delicious and enjoyable!  

 

 

  

 

September 6– last names beginning with C & D  

 September 13– last names beginning with E, F, & G  

September 20 – last names beginning with H, I, J, & K  

September 27 – last names beginning with L & M  

 
 



 

 

Women ’s Ministry  

 
Circle will meet on Monday, September 21 at 12:00 PM at Burntwood Tavern in Solon . Please let      

Karen Johns  know if you ’re able to join us. We ’d love to see you!  

Sit & Stitch meets every Thursday at 10:00 AM  in the Room 340. Join us as we knit and crochet prayer 

squares, prayer shawls, and blessing blankets. We have plenty of supplies available, so just bring yourself 

and enjoy a morning of fellowship and creativity!  

Helping Hands will meet on Monday, September 28 at 1:00 PM  in the Lower Level Meeting Room. We ’ll 

be stitching and stuffing cancer pillows for hospice. We look forward to seeing you! Loaves & Fishes at St. 

Paul ’s 

Jim will be serving lunch at St. Paul ’s for Loaves & Fishes on Sunday, September 27 . If you ’re able to 

make cookies or other treats to share, please leave them in the church kitchen, clearly marked “Loaves & 

Fishes, ” before 9:00 AM on Sunday, September 27 . 

Thank you for your continued support of this important mission!  

Thank you for your continued support —we appreciate it! For more information contact 

Lynne Kessell, 440 - 487 - 9104 or lynnekessell@gmail.com .  

Mission & Service  

mailto:lynnekessell@gmail.com
mailto:lynnekessell@gmail.com
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Generosity  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hXEPNSnL1Cg
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Youth & Family  

https://onrealm.org/fedchurch/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=ZjU0NGFlN2ItN2IyYy00MjlkLWI5NmUtYjQ4MTAxMzA0NGNm
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Youth & Family  
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83595558354?pwd=U1VxZU5SZ0NjcEVkbEcxeXpsbVlWdz09
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83595558354?pwd=U1VxZU5SZ0NjcEVkbEcxeXpsbVlWdz09
mailto:sjamfedchurch@gmail.com


Page 20  |  The Spire  fedchurch.org 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83595558354?pwd=U1VxZU5SZ0NjcEVkbEcxeXpsbVlWdz09
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:US:ede6d417-6e0e-4bc3-a738-ce24b2bb0037?x_api_client_id=chrome_extension_viewer&x_api_client_location=share&locale=en-US&theme=light&page_theme=light&viewer%21megaVerb=group-discover
https://actionnetwork.org/letters/tell-state-legislators-we-must-end-child-marriage-in-ohio/?source=direct_link&
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Community Partners  
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CLERGY  
  Michael Anthony Howard , Senior Pastor  
  Judy Bagley - Bonner, Minister of Pastoral Care  
 

Administration Staff  
   Beth Rutkowski, Senior Director of People and Operations  
   Brooke Strong, Director of Communications  
   Thea Mozingo, Director of Generosity  
* Susi Kawolics, Bookkeeper  
* Marty Culbertson , Director of Missions  
* Allison Hutchins,  Administrative Specialist  
  Jake Magalski, Properties, Maintenance & Grounds Lead  
 

Music Staff  
   Joshua Konow , Director of Music Ministries  
* Marcia Snavely , Organist  
* Pat Haynish , Director of Children ’s Choir  
 

Children ’s Ministries Staff  
* Jannine Mason  , Children's Activities Leader  
                                                                                                                                         
*  denotes part - time staff  

Hope to see you  

this Sunday!  
 

10:00 AM  

In person and Online  
 
 

Contact Us!  
 

www.fedchurch.org  

fedchurch@fedchurch.org  

 

Phone: 440.247.6490  

Fax: 440.247.2516  

76 Bell St. | Chagrin Falls | OH | 44022  

 

Facebook: facebook.com/thefederatedchurch  
 

Instagram: @federatedchurch  

 
 


