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A PLACE TO BELONG. | A FAITH TO GROW. | A MISSION TO LIVE.

FEDERATED

YOU WERE MADE FOR MORE.

LeCs find & together.


https://www.fedchurch.org/
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Find Yourself at Federated!

This fall, our invitation is simple: Find Yourself Here at Federated.

At first, it may sound like nothing more than an invitation to come back to church. Summer has scattered us into
different rhythms. We have traveled, rested, visited family, worked in gardens, watched grandchildren, and en-
joyed long evenings. Now September arrives, programs begin again, and a new season of our shared life takes
shape.

So yes, “Find Yourself Here” means: Come back. There is a place for you here! But the invitation holds another
meaning too.

“Find yourself” is often associated with a private journey. We imagine withdrawing from the demands of life, look-
ing deeply within, and discovering some hidden, authentic self. There can be value in reflection and solitude, but
few of us truly find ourselves alone. We discover who we are through our relationships! We discover ourselves

in our commitments, the stories that shape us, and the communities that call forth our gifts.

We find ourselves when someone remembers our name, when our voice joins other voices in song. When we are
trusted with work that matters or when another person’s need awakens our compassion, we can discover parts of
ourselves we didn't know where there. When grace allows us to release who we thought we had to be, we find
freedom to be who God is calling us to be.

That is the deeper invitation in our fall theme. Federated is not simply a place to attend. It is a community in which
we find ourselves. Together, we are discovering what it means to live within the ongoing story of God.

To find yourself at Federated does not mean being pressed into a single mold. It means finding a place where
your whole, unfinished life can encounter the lives of others and the grace of God. Here, we learn that belonging
does not require sameness. We learn that faith is not something we possess once and for all, but a life we practice
together.

God's story is already unfolding around us—a story of creation and renewal, justice and mercy, reconciliation and
new life. We are not invited to watch that story from a distance. We are invited to take partin it.

Perhaps that is where we most truly find ourselves: not by turning endlessly inward, but by offering ourselves to a
life of shared purpose. We discover who we are as we sing, teach, feed, welcome, organize, pray, repair, learn, and
serve. We find that becoming ourselves and becoming part of a people are not opposing journeys. They are one
work of grace.

So this September, come and find yourself here.

Find yourself in worship and service, in friendship and shared purpose, in ancient
wisdom and new possibilities. Find your questions welcomed, your gifts needed,
and your life joined to the lives of others. Find yourself among a people who do
not have everything figured out, but who are committed to living the questions
together.

Find yourself among a people still becoming.

Ours the Journey,

-
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FEDERATED
*FREE ICE CREAM*

SUMMER FUN AT

8PM
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WONDROUS
Wednesonyss

FOOD. FELLOWSHIP. FAITH. COMMUNITY.

Dr. Skip Heston will present on
Wed. Sept. 16th at Wondrous Wednesday’s

dinner and speaking event.

His topic is Dr. Heston is a researcher and
investigator into cancer, in
| particular urology and prostate
cancer. He has collaborated on
/ 25 books on cancer, and has
TM ¢ {4 W W, 10 patents involving prostate
PR = S — specific membrane antigens
and uses.

Dr. Heston

will speak at 7 PM g

The FREE community |

fiinner begi.ns at BPM

in Fellowship Hall.

Please sign up if possible RsEcé\IgTTE% 5'7% up Lo aillend:
so we can plan o ® Scan the QR code

enough food.

e At the Angel Desk

)

® On Realm
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Blood Drive
Federated Church UCC

Fellowship Hall
76 Bell St.
Chagrin Falls, OH 44022

Wednesday, September 30, 2026
12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Fellowship Treats

Federated members take turns bringing treats for Fellowship Hour each Sunday, as scheduled by the
Congregational Care Commission. Of course, anyone is welcome to bring treats at any time!

Please bring ready-to-serve treats in disposable containers. Healthy food choices are especially
welcome. Please no nuts. Thank you for helping to make our Fellowship time delicious and enjoyable!

September 6- last names beginning with C&D
September 13- last names beginning withE, F, & G
September 20- last names beginning withH, |, J, & K
September 27- last names beginning withL & M




Women's Ministry

Circle will meet on Monday, September 21 at 12:00 PM at Burntwood Tavern in Solon. Please let
Karen Johns know if you're able to join us. We'd love to see you!

Sit & Stitch meets every Thursday at 10:00 AM in the Room 340. Join us as we knit and crochet prayer
squares, prayer shawls, and blessing blankets. We have plenty of supplies available, so just bring yourself
and enjoy a morning of fellowship and creativity!

Helping Hands will meet on Monday, September 28 at 1:00 PM in the Lower Level Meeting Room. We'll
be stitching and stuffing cancer pillows for hospice. We look forward to seeing you! Loaves & Fishes at St.
Paul's

Jim will be serving lunch at St. Paul’s for Loaves & Fishes on Sunday, September 27.If you're able to
make cookies or other treats to share, please leave them in the church kitchen, clearly marked “Loaves &
Fishes,” before 9:00 AM on Sunday, September 27.

Thank you for your continued support of this important mission!

Thank you for your continued support—we appreciate it! For more information contact '
Lynne Kessell, 440-487-9104 or lynnekessell@gmail.com.

Mission & Service

THE MISSION AND

SERVICE CﬂMMISSIﬂN
is Looking for your help!

St. Paul’s Community Outreach Center, which operates
out of our long time mission partner, St. Paul’s Community
Church is in need of help sorting and organizing
donations to its Thrift Shop.

They have currently been doing
this with only two staff.

' ’ i D If interested in joining in this
Septe ok e 1 volunteer oppor‘tunity please
September and October.

»
»
a —
. 54| SIGN UP =
- =
@ Joy Wyatt from Mission and Service 4
»

at the sign up sheet at the

Angel Deck

will accompany those volunteering.

federated TOGETHER, WE SERVE.


mailto:lynnekessell@gmail.com
mailto:lynnekessell@gmail.com

federated #

support 4 Time to Think

Christmas Eve offering

Mission and Service
will be accepting
2026 Christmas Eve
offering nominations
through
Monday, Sept. 21st

i Pick up a Nomination form
' at the Angel Desk in the
Church Lobby

Reminder: Nominations
. must be made by a church
' member who has first hand
experience/knowledge

of the 501c3 organization.
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_“} New or clean, freshly washed, gently worn items are welcome {; :
(No pet hair, please.) =

WATER-RESISTANT ~ WATER-RESISTANT =~ WATER-RESISTANT ~ WARM HATS / NEW SOCKS / WASHABLE
WINTER JACKETS  GLOVES / MITTENS BOOTS WARM SCARVES  LONG UNDERWEAR HOODIES OR
(no fashion SWEATSHIRTS
boots, please) AS A LAYER
ALL SIZES—
FROM INFANT 50 ADULT]-
! 7 :
y If your closets or shopping for new
PLEASE NOTE' or gently worn items aren’t an option,
No household items, you may write a check to
- FEDERATED Church
with NEOCH or Homeless t
& in the memo line.

Thank you ©

in advance for your thoughtful
response and generosity.

Cathy Watterson and Patti Lyden
>> and the Federated NEOCH team <<_
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Generosity

MISSION

OMENTUM

federated

o8 My place ’ My place -,'/ng}’ES’

6B} to belong to give to God!

to grow

Dear Generous Friends at Federated:

At Federated, autumn is the harbinger of the coming Christian holidays full of generosity and thankfulness.
The 2027 Generosity Campaign for Federated gets underway and gains momentum. We're privileged

to enjoy the Ingathering of Gifts, the Greening of our Halls, the sharing of gifts with our mission, our
communities, spirit-filled music, the children’s pageant, the Christmas Eve Offering whose impact has
been transformational over many years.

Add to this gratitude list our new senior minister Reverend Michael Anthony Howard. In his “call
sermon” at Federated on March 1 of this year (after which the congregation held a vote to hire him)
he reminded us that in the Congregationalist tradition, his job is not to tell us what to do, but to come
and be present, as, together, we discern where God is leading us.

He demonstrated this when he asked us to turn to each other and pose this question: “What is the gospel?”
He went on, “I've come to understand the gospel as the mighty and dangerous story of the unfolding of
the dream of God... If our gospel is small, then our dreams will be small....”

What would be God’s dream for us?

As you know, the Generosity Commission is advancing the annual campaign to prepare the 2027 budget.
We thank you for all the ways you already give—through your presence, your prayers, your love, and
your generosity.

We ask you to join in God’s dream and pledge. Give some thought to what God’s dream for us would be.
How far can we reach? What is God’s dream for you?

Are you able to increase your pledge over last year? As you prayerfully consider your commitment for
the coming year, what might you do with what you have?

Live your fmﬂu

Your Generosity Commission gcam lr
Diana Weber Gardner view the
live your faith Wmoﬂ/

P.S. View the sermon here!
https:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=hXEPNSnL1Cg
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