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I’'m Glad We're In This Together

Dear Federated Family,

Well, these first four months have certainly been fulll I'm still learning names and figuring a few things out, but one
thing has become clear to me: | am glad to be your pastor. | am growing to love this church, this community, and
the life we are making together.

On Sunday, October 1, we'll celebrate my installation during our morning worship service. Rev. Elena Larssen,
Association Minister from the Living Water Association will lead the installation, Rev. David Long-Higgins from the
Heartland Conference will preach, and my friend Will Fenton-Jones from the East Ohio Conference of The
United Methodist Church will be with us, too. It will be good to have them here, and good to have all of us
together.

You might be wondering, “Haven't you already been our pastor for a while now?” Fair question! We've certainly
been getting on with things. An installation gives us a chance to pause, make our promises to one another, and
ask God to bless the ministry we're already sharing.

It's a way of saying, in the presence of God and our wider church family, “We're in this together.”

That's why | wanted to celebrate on a Sunday morning. Installations can sometimes feel like events mostly for
clergy and association folks. But | want you there. These are our promises, and they belong in the midst of our
worship and our life together. | also want you to meet some of the people who help make the United Church of
Christ our denominational home. The wider church is made up of people who care about us, pray for us, and
share in the work God has given us to do.

For seven years, | worked with the Living Water Association, helping congregations learn to love their
communities. | loved that work. And now, what a privilege it is to wake up each morning and pour that energy into
one church—into you, and into the neighbors we get to love together.

These months have given us plenty of opportunities to do just that. Whether we're thinking about confirmation
and how we care for one another, serving food at St. Paul’s through Loaves and Fishes, or spending time with our
neighbors at Chagrin Falls Park Community Center, I'm getting to know Federated by sharing in its life. I've been
grateful, too, to stand alongside you at community celebrations and solemn remembrances. There is something
special about being part of a church that shows up.

But what stays with me most is the people: the conversations, the stories you've trusted me with, the laughter,
and the chances to sit together when life is hard. Thank you for welcoming me into all of it. Thank you for your
patience as | learn, and for the kindness you've shown along the way.

We have plenty still to discover about one another, and plenty of work ahead.
We don’t need to have it all figured out on October 11. We'll gather, sing, pray,
make our promises, and trust God to help us keep them.

I'm glad we get to do this together.

With love and gratitude,
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Anthony Howard

SENIOR PASTOR

Join us as we celebrate and give
thanks for the installation of

Rev. Michael Anthony Howard

as Senior Pastor of Federated Church.

This special service marks a new chapter
in our shared ministry and our continued
commitment to living out our faith together
as a community of welcome, purpose,
and love.

ALL ARE WELCOME!
SUNDAY FEDERATED CHURCH COME WORSHIP

OCTOBER 11 76 BELL STREET CELEBRATE, AND I’3E

CHAGRIN FALLS, OH 44022 A PART OF THIS
10:00 AM

JOYFUL OCCASION.
= /

FAITH PEOPLE PURPOSE COMMUNITY
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PARTY

CONNECT e CELEBRATE e BELONG

Dear Friends and Family of Federated,

Every visit, phone call, meal, prayer, ride, flower delivery and
thoughtful gesture helps someone in our Federated community
feel cared for and connected. We're grateful for the many ways
you offer that care, and we’d love to celebrate with you!

Please join us for a Pastoral Care Party on Wednesday, October 28,
from 6-8 p.m. We'll share a potluck dinner, enjoy fellowship, and

thank the people who provide care through Federated’s many ministries.
We'll also explore how pastoral care happens at Federated—from the
moment someone notices a need through providing care and following up.
You'll see how our ministries connect, where your part fits, and how our
updated approach will help us keep track of needs and coordinate our response.

Whether you’ve been serving for years or have recently joined a care ministry, -

your experience and participation matter. This evening is a chance to meet
others who share this work and see how our individual contributions
come together.

> O

WEDNESDAY, FEDERATED CHURCH Sty
OCTOBER 28 FELLOWSHIP HALL '
6-8 P.M.

P e POTLUCK DETAILS:
Beverages and place settings will be provided.
Bring your favorite covered dish or dessert to share.

for the compassion, time, and faithfulness you share =
™~ 4 . Withour church family. We look forward to gathering ==

around the table with you!

-7 With gratitude,
. "gm.  — Pastor Michael and the Pastoral Care Team
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A colorful peace pole with artful
symbols of peace will adorn the
front gardens of Federated!

‘ata SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4
B

DIRECTLY AFTER WORSHIP

All are invited to gather out front for a brief
dedication of a Peace Pole to serve as a beacon
of hope. Come! Encircle the pole with prayers

and positive thoughts!

Lz

The idea of creating a peace pole for our church
was inspired by Federated’s Day of Peace, Healing
and Hope. Crafted by furniture-maker Paul Koepf

then imaginatively designed and painted by
Abigail Goodman (now a freshman at Rochester
University). The illustrations spiraling the pole
include messages of “Peace on Earth” in 16
different languages (including braille and sign
language). One can reflect on the warm images
of sun rays and bumble bees, a dove of peace,
the Earth encircled by clasped hands, and more.

Originating in Japan in 1955, there are now
reportedly more than 200,000 peace poles in
180 countries around the world, all intended
to promote the message “Let peace prevail

on Earth™.
74 b‘?/ ; W '? ‘ to all who contributed:
Dawn Dole Jake Magalski
Abigail Goodman Thea Mozingo
Jilland Goodman v Beth Rutkowski
Paul Koepf Maren Koepf
Nancy Isham Federated Church Council

And all who painted river and lake stones to be placed
in our front garden, at the base of the pole!
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PAPER/CARDBOARD
RECYCLING

AT THE FAMILY LIFE CENTER

The bins that are in the parking lot
by the barn are being removed.

Please use your curbside recycling
or the township recycling center
closest to you!

NEWADA

peszzas BATHROOM DOORS

As prioritized by the Church Council and the Finance &
Properties Committee, we have recently added electric ADA
doors to the two restrooms off the main lobby downstairs
and the restroom on the Sanctuary level. This improvement
makes these restrooms more fully accessible and is one way
we can demonstrate our commitment to an extravagant
welcome for everyone.

Funds raised through the 2026 Trinkets N Treasures event
helped make this addition possible.

A REMINDER ABOUT USING THE NEW DOORS:

The doors are designed to be operated using the push buttons located both outside
and inside the restrooms. Please use the buttons when entering and exiting rather
than pushing the doors open manually. Manually opening the doors can damage the
motors and prevent the automatic door system from working properly.

Thank you for helping us care for this new equipment and,
most importantly, for helping ensure that our restrooms
remain accessible and welcoming to all.




Wondrous Wednesday - Oct. 21, 2026

Singing for Peace, Hope and Love
® A Community Sing-Along ®
Dinner at 6:00 pm
Program at 7:00 pm

Join us for a delicious dinner and community sing-along with
+s* Bringing our Voices Together for Peace
+* Singing our Hearts out for Hope

songs of peace, hope + love.
/// LN
///
A
+t* Spreading Love Far and Wide

ALL ARE WELCOME!
+» Together, let's open our hearts + minds and share the love the
world needs right now.

1 Corinthians 14:15 - What am | to do? | will pray with my spirit,
but | will pray with my mind also; | will sing praise with my spirit,
but | will sing with my mind also.

Isaiah 44:23 - Sing, O heavens, for the Lord has done it; shout, O
depths of the earth; break forth into singing, O mountains, O
forest, and every tree in it! For the Lord has redeemed Jacob, and
will be glorified in Israel.

Psalm 57:7 - My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast! |
will sing and make melody.

Registration required: Through Realm or email
Katiesharbage@gmail.com

tl 349 ¢KS { LIANB FSROKdAZNOK @7


https://onrealm.org/fedchurch/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=N2NkNThiNWQtMTEwMC00ZTI5LThiYzgtYjRjZjAwZGMwOTM2

-l- federated

. 10}(LJI //]fth

A RETIREMENT

) REV, JUDY

BAGLEY-BONNER

OUR BELOVED PASTOR
OF PASTORAL CARE

Join us as we honor a job well done
and a call beyond fulfilled.

If Judy has touched your heart, your family’s life,
or your faith in any way, please join us in
celebrating her on this special day.

SUNDAY OCTOBER 18™

SERVICE STARTS AT 10:00 AM

Witz 0

Wiz ‘
> < \ /
(0 155!
—_——)
JUDY WILL BE SPECIAL THINGS AND OF COURSE, 5

PREACHING WILL BE HAPPENING THERE WILL BE CAKE!
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Women's Ministry

Circle will meet on Monday, October 19 at 1:00 PM in the Lower Level Meeting Room. We'll be making cards for
the veterans in our church and assembling toiletry bags. We are collecting travel-size shampoo and lotion, small
bars of soap, lip balm, combs, small packs of Kleenex, razors, white tube socks, and washcloths. Donations
may be brought that day or left at the Angel Desk. We hope you'll join us for these special service projects!

Sit & Stitch meets every Thursday at 10:00 AM in Room 340. Join us as we knit and crochet prayer shawls,
blessing blankets, and prayer squares. We have plenty of yarn and needles available, so just bring yourself and
enjoy a morning of fellowship and creativity!

Helping Hands will meet on Monday, October 26 at 1:00 PM in the Lower Level Meeting Room. We'll continue
stitching and stuffing cancer pillows for hospice while enjoying some good fellowship. We already have 80 pillows
ready to be turned in next month! Come lend a helping hand—we’d love to see youl!

Loaves & Fishes at St. Paul’s

Jim will be serving a special luncheon for Loaves & Fishes on October 25. If you're able to
make cookies or other snack items to share, please have them in the church kitchen by 9:00 AM
Sunday morning. If you would like to help Jim serve, please let him know.

Thank you for your continued support—we appreciate it For more information, contact .
Lynne Kessell at 440-487-9104 or lynnekessell@egmail.com.

Fellowship Treats

Federated members take turns bringing treats for Fellowship Hour each Sunday, as scheduled by the
Congregational Care Commission. Of course, anyone is welcome to bring treats at any time!

Please bring ready-to-serve treats in disposable containers. Healthy food choices are especially
welcome. Please no nuts. Thank you for helping to make our Fellowship time delicious and enjoyable!

October 4- last names beginning withN, O,P, Q, & R
October .-
October
October
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