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From the Desk of Pastor Michael...  

With love and gratitude,Pastor Michael 
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Dear Federated Family, 
 
There’s a lot on my heart as I write to you this month. We’re in a season of change here at Federated, and some of it is hard.
People we love are facing things we wish we could take off their shoulders. Familiar routines are shifting. And with the midterm
elections upon us, the world beyond our doors has its own share of uncertainty. 
 
It’s a good time to take a breath together. To pray. To remember whose we are, and that we have each other. 
 
Thea’s cancer diagnosis has touched so many of us. Her love and work run through so much of this church’s life: from our
Generosity Commission to Prime Time, our ministry with seniors, and more places than we could easily count. And we know that
we feel her absence because we have been blessed by her presence. Right now, we want Thea and her family to know they are
loved and surrounded by a church family ready to walk with them. 
 
We’re also holding Beth Rutkowski in prayer as she recovers from shoulder surgery and takes a couple of weeks to heal. And on
October 18, we said goodbye to Rev. Judy Bagley-Bonner, our pastor for pastoral care. And on November 4, we’ll welcome Abigail
Reed as our new Director of Youth and Family Ministries—I’m excited for you to get to know her and for the ministry we’ll share. 
 
All of that adds up to a lot of transition in a short stretch of time, both for our staff and for our congregation. It is such a blessing
to watch as people are stepping forward. Staff and church members are helping to carry responsibilities, attending to needs, and
finding ways to support one another. There is a lot of care at work here, some of it quietly and behind the scenes. I’m grateful. 
 
I also want to ask for a little extra grace. Something may take longer than usual. A detail may get missed, or an expectation may go
unmet. If you notice a need, please let us know. You don’t have to assume someone else has already mentioned it. Your patience,
help, and willingness to speak kindly will make a difference as we find our way together. 
 
I also want us to keep our eyes open for what God is doing among us. I don’t believe any of this will be wasted. I’m not one to say
that God sends illness or hardship to teach us a lesson. But I do believe God meets us here, and that even in a season we would
never have chosen, love can take root in new ways. Someone discovers they have something to offer. Someone accepts help who
has always been the one giving it. A relationship deepens because somebody takes the time to call. 
 
During this season, on Sunday mornings, we’ve been talking about the hurt that happens when people proclaim the love of God
and then fail to practice it. That is a concern the church has to take seriously. And it brings a question right to our own doorstep:
How will we practice the love we proclaim? 
 
We have opportunities before us. In this month’s newsletter, you’ll find an update on Becoming a Sanctuary People, our safe
church initiative. You’ll also learn about our confirmands, and I hope you’ll continue to pray for them, encourage them, and help
them know they belong here as they explore their faith. 
 
This coming Sunday, we’ll gather for our special Veterans Sunday celebration and honor those who have served. 
 
Each of these is part of learning how to care for the people entrusted to us. So is making room for someone’s worry. So is
following through on an offer to help. So is remembering that the person on the other end of a conversation may be carrying
more than we know. 
 
What a gift to have a church family where we can come to get our feet under us again: to pray, to stay connected, and to
remember what matters. We’re still learning. We won’t get everything right. But we can keep showing up for each other, trusting
that God is with us as we do. 
 
May God give us patience for the changes, courage for the work, 
and tenderness toward one another. 
 
I’m so grateful to be your pastor. 

Learning to Love Through It 
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From the Desk of Operations...
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https://onrealm.org/fedchurch/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=YTBjN2YzYzgtZjY1Ni00ODMwLThhZmUtYjRmNzAxNzczNWRl
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Women’s Ministry

Fellowship Treats

Circle will meet on Monday, November 16 at 1:00 PM in the Lower Level Meeting Room. We will be assembling
toiletry bags, so please bring the usual items, along with white tube socks and washcloths. We will also be
making items for St. Paul's Christmas Shop. We hope you can join us for this important mission!

Sit and Stitch meets every Thursday at 10:00 AM in Room 340. Join us for knitting and crocheting as we
make prayer shawls, blessing blankets, and prayer squares. Needles and yarn are provided, and all are
welcome!

Helping Hands will meet Monday, November 23 at 1:00 PM in the Lower Level Meeting Room to continue
making comfort pillows for hospice patients. Whether you sew or can help stuff and pin pillows, your help is
appreciated! Donations of 100% cotton fabric (at least 1/3 yard long) may be brought to the meeting or left at
the Angel Desk labeled Helping Hands. We also need donations of travel- or sample-sized toiletry items
for our mission baskets. Please leave these donations in the bin behind the Angel Desk.

Loaves & Fishes will serve lunch at St. Paul's Church on Sunday, November 29. Donations of cookies and
snacks may be left in the church kitchen by 9:00 AM that morning, labeled Loaves & Fishes. Small plastic
containers with lids are also needed and may be dropped off anytime. If you'd like to help serve lunch, please
contact Jim Scheuermann at 440-384-8565.

For further information about these ministries please contact:
 Lynne Kessell, lynnekessell@hotmail.com

November 1- last names beginning with C and D
November 8- last names beginning withE, F, and G 

November 15- last names beginning with H, I, J, and K 
November 22- last names beginning with L and M 

November 29- last names beginning with N, O, P, Q, and R  

Federated members take turns bringing treats for Fellowship Hour each Sunday, as scheduled by
the Congregational Care Commission. Of course, anyone is welcome to bring treats any time!

Please bring ready-to-serve treats in disposable containers. Healthy food choices are especially
welcome. Please no nuts. Thank you for helping to make our Fellowship time delicious and
enjoyable!
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Mission & Service
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Youth & Family
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0B44ACAE2EA6F8CF8-65784492-souls
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0B44ACAE2EA6F8CF8-65784492-souls
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0B44ACAE2EA6F8CF8-65784492-souls
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Community Partners
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CLERGY
Michael Anthony Howard, Senior Pastor

Administration Staff
Beth Rutkowski, Senior Director of People and Operations
Brooke Strong, Director of Communications
Abigail Reed, Director of Youth and Families
* Susi Kawolics, Bookkeeper
* Marty Culbertson, Director of Missions
Jake Magalski, Properties, Maintenance & Grounds Lead

Music Staff
Joshua Konow, Director of Music Ministries
* Marcia Snavely, Organist
* Pat Harnish, Director of Children's Choir

Children's Ministries Staff
* Jeanine Mason, Children's Activities Leader

* denotes part-time staff


